Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



► 



I 



^-fB^K^' 



n 



^C>1i 



REPORT 



OF THE 



us FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION 



ON THE 



TOBACCO INDUSTRY 



December 11, 1920 




WASHINGTON 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 

1921 





<W5^ 


h^ 


X^-i-o 


E U..V. -v 



FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION. 



Huston Thompson, Chairman, 
Nelson B. Gaskill. 
John Garland Pollabd. 
Victor Murdock. 

J. P. YoDEB, Secretary, 









CONTENTS. 



Page. 

Acknowledgment 6 

Letter of submittal 7 

Chapter I. — Introduction. 

Section 1. Origin of investigation 9 

2. Importance of industry in United States -_ 9 

3. Methods of purchasing leaf tobacco 12 

4. Scope of investigation 13 

Chapter II. — Price Fluctuations. 

Section 1. Introduction 15 

2. Bright soutliern 16 

3. Burley 18 

4. Dark western 22 

5. Other types of manufcicturing and export tobaccos 27 

6. Cigar types 28 

7. Comparison of leaf tobacco prices with prices of manufactured 

tobaccos 29 

Chapter III. — Causes of Decline. 

Section 1. Introduction 34 

2. Overproduction of low grades 34 

3. Exchange rates 38 

4. Financial conditions in this country 48 

5. Dominant position of large companies 51 

6. Common buying agencies 53 

7. " Holding off " the market and " buying under cover " by the 

large interests 58 

In the burley district 58 

By the American Tobacco Co 58 

By the P. I^rillard Co ^ - 79 

By the Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co 85 

By the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co 88 

By the Imperial Tobacco Co. (Ltd.) 94 

By the British-American Tobacco Co 96 

In the dark western district 98 

By the American Tobacco Co 98 

By the P. Lorillard Co 106 

By the Liggett & Myers Tobacco CoJ 107 

By the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co 107 

By the Imperial Tobacco Co. (Inc.), Kentucky 108 

By the British-American Tobacco Co. (Ltd.) 109 

By the American Snuff Co 111 

By the Weyman-Bruton Co 114 

By the E. J. O'Brien Co 115 

By the W. G. Dunnington Co 133 

In the bright southern district 141 

By the American Tobacco Co 141 

By the Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co 141 

By the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co 142 

By the Imperial Tobacco Co. of Great Britain and Ire- 
land (Ltd.) 143 

By the British-American Tobacco Co. (Ltd.) 144 

8. Collusion in buying 144 

8 



4 CONTENTS. 

Chapter IV. — Evidence as to Violations of the Antitrust Laws. 

Page. 

Section 1. Introduction 154 

2. Violations of the spirit of the decree ^_ 155 

3. Violations of the decree 158 

4. The Clayton Act 159 

Chapter V. — Conclusions and Recommendations. 

Section 1. Conclusions 161 

2. Commission's proposed action 162 

3. Recommendations ^ 162 



LIST OF TABLES. 

Page. 

1. Tobacco production in the United States, by types, 1915-1919 10 

2. Domestic exports of leaf tobacco, bv countries, for calendar years 

1910-1919 _' 11-12 

3. Average prices per 100 pounds paid to growers of leaf tobacco, by 

crops and types, 1915-1919 15 

4. Average prices per 100 pounds paid growers of bright southern tobacco 

for crops as a whole in leading growing areas, and by five largest 
buyers, 1915-1919 16 

5. Average prices per 100 pounds paid growers for bright southern 

tobacco in chief producing areas and by five largest buyers, by 
months, for 1919 crop 17 

6. Average prices i^er 100 i>ounds paid gi'ow^ers for hurley tobacco, by six 

largest buyers, 3918 and 1919 crops 20 

7. Average prices paid growers per 100 pounds for hurley tobacco, 1918 

and 1919 crops, by months and principal markets 21 

8. Comparison of prices paid for high-grade and low-grade hurley 

tobacco by two companies, 1918 and 1919 crops 22 

9. Production of dark western tobaccos, 1914-1918 22 

10. Average prices per 100 pounds paid for dark western tobacco at lead- 

ing selling points, 1918 crop and 1919 crop by months 24 

11. Average prices per 100 pounds paid growers for dark western tobacco, 

by largest buyers, 1918 crop, and 1919 crop by months 24 

12. Average prices paid by one company for dark-fired tobacco for 1918 

and 1919 crops and by months for 1919 crop in the Paducah and 
Clarksville districts 25 

13. Average prices per 100 pounds paid by a large buyer on Hopkinsville 

market for selected grades of dark-fired tobacco, 1919 season, by 
months 25 

14. Combined purchases of dark-fired tobacco by French and Italian 

regies, 1918 and 1919 crops, by months 20 

15. Average prices on the Richmond market and average prices paid by 

certain buyers at Lynchburg and Farmville, Va., for Virginia tlark 
and sun-cured tobaccas, 1918 and 1919 crops, and 1919 crop by 
months 27 

16. Average prices per 100 pounds of cigar leaf tobacco to grower, by 

States, for the years 1918 and 1919 28 

17. Average prices of cigarettes, smoking and plug tobaccos to dealers, 

October, 1919, to June, 1920 30 

18. Cigarette prices for selected brands compared with chief items of cost. 31 

19. Smoking tobacco prices for selected brands compared with chief items 

of cost 31-32 

20. Plug tobacco prices for selected brands compared with chief items 

of cost 32 

21. Exchange rates in New York on marlcets in former belligerent coun- 

tries 30 

22. Exchange rates in New York on markets in countries remaining 

neutral during the World War 39 



CONTENTS. 5 

Page. 

23. Companies in which stock is owned by the Universal Leaf Tobacco 

Co. ( Inc. ) 54 

24 Sales of leaf tobacco made by the Universal Leaf Tobacco Co. and sub- 
sidiaries to the disintegrated companies 55 

25. Stockholdings of the International Planters' Corporation 56 

26. Leaf tobacco purchased by International Planters* Corporation, by 

types, for crop years 1918 and 1919 57 

27. Analysis of American Tobacco Co. purchases on Owensboro market, 

1919-20 crop 100 

LIST OF DIAGRAMS. 

1. Exchange rates in New York on former belligerent countries 40 

2. Exchange rates in New York on countries neutral during the World 

War 41 



ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 



The Commission desires to mention as contributing to the prepara- 
tion of this report Mr. H. L. Anderson, Assistant Chief Examiner, 
who had immediate charge of the investigation, and Messrs. E. F. 
Haycraft, J. W. Addison, O. E. Woerner, and W. A. Mehegan. 
6 



LETTER OF SUBMITTAL. 



The Federal Trade Commission, 

Washington^ December 11^ 1920. 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Sir: There is transmitted herewith the Report of the Federal 
Trade Commission, regarding certain phases of the tobacco indus- 
try, made pursuant to House resolution 533, Sixty-sixth Congress 
(Congressman Fields), adopted June 3, 1920. 
Respectfully submitted. 

Huston Thompson, Chairman, 
Nelson B. Gaskill. 
John Garland Pollard. 
Victor Murdock. 

7 



THE TOBACCO INDUSTRY. 



Chapter I. 
INTRODUCTION. 

Section 1. Origin of investigation. 

The investigation of certain phases of the tobacco industry was 
authorized by a resolution of the House of Representatives, passed 
June 3, 1920, which was as follows : 

Whereas the prices of tobacco in the loose-leaf markets of the country have 
declined since the harvesting of the 1919 crop to figures below the cost of 
production, and such decline in prices is not warranted by overproduction of 
tobacco or a decrease in the prices of the manufactured product: Therefore 
be it 

Resolved, That the Federal Trade Commission is hereby requested to investi- 
gate the facts relating to violations of the antitrust acts by corporations or 
individuals with relation to the cause of the decline in the prices of loose- 
leaf tobacco and other unmanufactured tobaccos during the years of 1919 and 
1920, and especially since October, 1919 ; to ascertain the cause of such decline ; 
to ascertain the prices of loose-leaf or unmanufactured tobacco on the one 
hand and the prices of the manufactured products on the other; and to report 
to the House of Representatives and the Department of Justice at the earliest 
practicable date, but not later than the first Monday in December, 1920, the 
result of the investigation, together with such recommendations as the Commis- 
sion may deem advisable and proper/ 

This resolution was passed because of numerous complaints made 
to Members of Congress by growers, chiefly of Kentucky, Tennessee, 
and Ohio, regarding the low prices being received for leaf tobacco 
in 1920. When the important markets opened in the autumn of 1919 
prices were higher than for the 1918-19 crop. However, before some 
of the most important types were sold by the producer prices had 
dropped materially, and before the close of the season were less at 
certain points than one-half the opening price for the same grades 
of tobacco. While some of the causes for the decline were apparent, 
growers believed artificial causes also contributed to the decline. 

Charges were made that the buyers for the large companies at some 
of the markets would not bid against each other, i. e., they would 
rotate in buying, thus eliminating competition. The growers con- 
cluded from their observations that such action was the result of 
organized effort on the part of the large tobacco interests. Their 
belief in this regard was probably strengthened by the fact that 
some of the largest companies buying tobacco had been found to 
constitute an illegal combination under the Sherman law. The 
resolution therefore was directed in particular to possible violations 
of the antitrust laws. 

Section 2. Importance of industry in United States. 

Generally tobacco grown in this country is divided into two classes 
one being used in the manufacture of cigars, known as cigar types, 

* House resolution 533, Sixty-sixth Congress, second session. *j' 
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and the other as manufacturing and export tobacco, which is used 
for all purposes except in the manufacture of cigars. These types 
are entirely different. The second class, on account of the wide 
difference m its qualities and uses, can also be divided into specific 
types. These various types and the quantities produced for the 
years 1915 to 1919 are shown in the table below : 

Table 1. — Tobacco production in the United States, by types, 1915-1919. 
[Compiled from the reports of the Bureau of Crop Estimates.] 



1915 



1916 



M 
pounds. 



Per 



M 



Per 



Total. 



Manufacturing 

export 

Cigar 

Another 



and 



1,062,237 



cent. ; pounds, cent. 



100.01,153,2781 100.0 



1917 



1918 



M Per M 
pounds, cent. ! pounds. 



870,048; 

183,805 

8,384 



Manufacturing and export j 870, 048 



Bright southern 

Burley 

Dark western 

Dark Virginia 

Virginia sun cured . . . j 
Maryland and Ohio 

export 

Perique 



81. 9| 
17.3; 

.81 



919,652 

223,444 

10, 812 



100.0 919,652 



312,000 

217,338 

257,6201 

54,600 

10,200 

18,164 
126 



35.9 

25.0 

29.6 

6.3: 



263,300 

257,050 

313, 740 

53, 792 

8,280 

23,400 
90 



79.7 

19.4 

.9 



1,249,276 



1,022,484 

218,627 

8,165 



100.01,439,071 



81.81,186,968 
17. 5j 244,936 

. 7| 7, 167 



100.0.1,022,484. 100. 0;i, 186, 968 



28.6 

28.0 

34.11 

5.9, 

■•«i 

2.5 
.0 

I 



358,750' 

251, 520' 

325,824; 

51,460 

8,800, 

I 

25,920 

2io; 



35.11 

24.6' 

31. 9| 

5.0 

.9 



2.5' 

.Oi 



Per 
cent. 



100.0 



1919 



M 

X)ounds. 



Per 
cent. 



1,389,458; 100.0 



82. 5| 1,157, 

17.0, 218, 

. 5; 12, 



804! 
853; 
80i; 



83.3 

15.8 

.9 



100.01,157,804; 100.0 



487,060 

312,000 

283,002 

60,200| 

11,900 

32,680: 
126 



41.0, 

26.31 

23.8; 

5.li 

1.0' 

I 

2.8, 
.0 



479, 

262, 

335, 

47, 

8, 

24, 



250 
920 
420 

6oo; 

320 

I 
I 

120 
174 



41.4 

22.7 

29.0 

4.1 

.7 

2.1 
.0 



The data for the 1919 crop is an estimate made on December 1, 1918, 
by the Department of Agriculture. The Commission is informed 
that it is doubtful whether that department will compile corrected 
data, due to a cut in their appropriation. However, information 
from unofficial sources indicates that the exact figures for some types 
ure above those shown in the table. 

It will be noted that the total yearly production of tobacco in- 
<*reased steadily until 1919. The crop for that year, while larger than 
for 1915, 1916, and 1917, was 50,000,000 pounds less than in 1918. 
The decrease in production is accounted for largely by the. falling off 
of the burley, Virginia dark, and old belt bright crops. Figures as 
to the average price are not available, but at 35 cents per pound the 
value of the 1919 crop would be close to $500,000,000. 

While tobacco is grown in many States, a large per cent of the total 
is grown in a few States. Of the 1919 crqp, Kentucky produced 33 
per cent. North Carolina 22 per cent and Virginia, South Carolina, 
and Tennessee, combined, about 22 per cent. Thus more than three- 
fourths of the entire crop was produced in five States. 

The cigar types represent about 17 per cent of the total production. 
The estimate for last year, however, was only 15.8 per cent of the total. 
These types are grown chiefly in Connecticut, New York, Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio, and Wisconsin. Some is also grown in Florida and 
Georgia. 

Of the manufacturing and export types, bright southern is the most 
important, the estimate for the crop in 1919 being 41.4 per cent of 
the total of these types. This includes both the new belt and old belt 
regions, and is produced in central and southern Virginia, central and 
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western North Carolina, and northeastern South Carolina. It is 
used by both domestic and foreign manufacturers largely in themanu- 
f acture of smoking tobacco and cigarettes. 

The dark western type is next in importance, the estimate for the 
crop last year representing 29 per cent of the total of these types. 
This type of tobacco is purchased chiefly by the snuff companies and 
for export purposes. It is grown in Kentucky and Tennessee. Under 
this heading the dark-fired tobacco grown in the Paducah, Ky., and 
Clarksville, Tenn., districts is included, which represents, roughly, 
two-thirds of this type. Tobacco, known as Green River, stemming, 
and one sucker are also included under this heading. The latter types ' 
are grown chiefly in Kentucky. 

Burley is also one of the important types grown, the estimate for 
the crop last year representing 23 per cent of the total. The bulk of 
this type is grown in Kentucky, altnough some is grown in Tennessee, 
Indiana, southern Ohio, Missouri, and West Virginia. It is used 
chiefly in plug and smoking tobacco and in recent years also in 
cigarettes. 

The tobacco grown in the Virginia dark district is similar to dark 
western tobacco and is used in plug and smoking tobaccos and for 
export. 

The production of the Virginia sun-cured type is small, the large 
portion being produced in five counties in central Virginia. It is 
used to a great extent in the manufacture of flat plug tobacco. It 
will be noted that the crop in 1919 was below normal. 

The Maryland and Ohio export type is marketed chiefly at Balti- 
more, Md. In recent years the better grades have also been used 
in the domestic manufacture of cigarettes. 

The larger portion of the leaf tobacco grown is manufactured 
in this country. In addition about 86,000,000 pounds were im- 
ported in 1919. However, large quantities of leaf tobacco are ex- 
ported each year, together with large quantities of manufactured 
products. The quantities of leaf tobacco exported for the last five 
years is shown in the table below. The countries to which this 
tobacco was exported is also shown. 



Table 2. — Domestic exports of leaf tohaccOj by countries, for calendar years 

1915-1919. 

[Compiled from the reports of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce.] 



Country. 



3France... , 

Belgium , 

Italv 

Netherlands , 

Spain , 

United Kingdom. . . . 

Denmark , 

■Sweden , 

Switzerland , 

Canada 

"China 

Australia 

British West Africa. 
Other countries 



Total. 



1915 



M pounds. 



82,881 



39,971 

36,084 
5,8a3 
188, 097 
2,866 
3,951 
2,109 

14,949 
3,084 
9,811 
6,001 

32, 710 



Value. 



$8,678,079 



4,568,832 

3.405,113 
427,955 
24,024,556 
331, 477 
400, 734 
344,986 

2, 553, 149 
487,924 

1,654,716 
776,199 

4,501,152 



1916 



M pounds. 



75,269 



33,963 

85,953 

11,261 

154,948 

19,725 

3,904 

1,282 

18,408 

11,235 

10,829 

10,356 

40,275 



Value. 



16,765,383 



3,747,536 

8,592,849 

864,344 

25,825,723 

2, 279, 245 

392,391 

129,079 

3,261,280 

1,439,831 

2,066,164 

1,375,629 

5,889,005 



428,297 52,154,872 477,408 62,628,450 



THE TOBACCO INDUSTRY, 



It will be noted that most of the countries bought heavily in 1919, 
their purchases having been curtailed during the war. The exports 
in 1919 to the United Kingdom were larger than for any other coun- 
try, followed by France, Netherlands, Belgium, and Italy, each with 
over 40,000,000 pounds. The average quantity exported for the 
5-year period is about 465,000,000 pounds, or 37 per cent of the 
average quantity produced in this country during the same period. 
The higher prices prevailing since the beginning of the war are also 
reflected in this table. The average value of the total leaf exported, 
as shown in 1915, was only 12.2 cents per pound; in 1916, 13.1 cents; 
in 1917, 18.1 cents; in 1918, 30.4 cents, while in 1919 it was 33.9 cents 
per pound. 

Section 3. Methods of purchasing leaf tobacco. 

The purpose of the decree entered in November, 1911, against the 
American Tobacco Co. as a result of the dissolution suit was to dis- 
solve the combination into four tobacco manufacturing concerns, viz, 
the American Tobacco Co., P. Lorillard Co., the Liggett & Myers 
Tobacco Co., and the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co., and into three 
snuff manufacturing companies, viz, the American Snuff Co., George 
W. Helme Co., and the Weyman-Bruton Co., and to compel these 
companies to operate independently, both in the purchase of leaf 
tobacco and sale of the manufactured product. These tobacco manu- 
facturing companies are often referred to in the trade as the Big 
Four. These companies have their buyers and agents on the various 
markets. Various agents are employed by some of the companies 
to buy tobacco on order, and since the organization of the Universal 
Ijeaf Tobacco Co. in 1918 most of the companies named have made 
purchases from or through that company. The bulk of their pur- 
chases to-day are made at the warehouses, where tobacco is sold at 
auction, although some of the crop is purchased from the grower 
direct. The Big Four are important factors on practically all of the 
markets at which the manufacturing types are sold. In addition, 
other purchases are made from independent dealers and speculators 
who follow at least some of the markets. 
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The large snuff companies also have their buyers at the markets 
on which the snuff types are sold, although some of their require- 
ments are purchased from dealers and speculators. Large quantities, 
however, are also purchased direct from the grower. They use 
largely the dark types grown in Virginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee. 

The decree also provided that the Imperial Tobacco Co. (Ltd.) 
and the British- American Tobacco Co. (Ltd.) should operate inde- 
pendently in the purchase of leaf tobacco in this country. These 
companies purchase large quantities of most of the manufacturing 
types grown in Virginia, the Carolinas, and Kentucky. The Im- 
perial company purchases some of its requirements through its own 
buyers or agents and the remainder from other dealers. The other 
company makes its direct purchases through its subsidiaries, the 
Export Leaf Tobacco Co. and the Black Horse Tobacco Co., and 
some from dealers. These companies, as well as the Imperial, have 
also purchased from or through the Universal company since 1918. 

In many foreign countries the tobacco trade is under the con- 
trol of a monopoly created by the State. In some the control is 
exercised directly through its governmental departments while in 
others it is operated by private parties under concession. France, 
Italy, Japan, and formerly Austria-Hungary are some of the larger 
countries o;f the first class named, while in Spain and Sweden the 
monopolies are leased to concession companies. The purchases for 
these countries are made by organizations called regies, whose 
representatives purchase the requirements either through or from 
dealers located in the chief marketing sections. In recent years the 
Universal company has purchased considerable quantities for the 
Swedish and Japanese monopolies. 

Section 4. Scope of investigation. 

In the committee's report of thi§ bill it is stated that the resolution 
is broad enough to cover all types of tobacco grown in the various 
States. Prices were, therefore, secured from practically all pro- 
ducing sections for the last five years. However, as is shown in 
Chapter II of this report, it developed that prices received for the 
1919 crop were higher in some sections than for the preceding year. 
Due to this fact and to the limited time in which to make report, 
special attention has been given to the sections where low prices pre- 
vailed last year. 

Information as to prices paid for leaf tobacco was secured along 
the following lines : 

1. Prices paid for cigar leaf by dealers in the various sections pro- 
ducing that type were secured for the last two years. 

2. Prices paid by the large tobacco and snuff manufacturing com- 
panies for all types of tobacco for the last five years and by months 
for the year 1919-20. 

3. Prices paid by dealers and regie buyers purchasing the types 
of tobacco grown in Virginia, the Carolinas, Kentucky, and Ten- 
nessee. This data was obtained for the past five years and by 
months for the year 1919-20. 

4. Data from records kept by the various warehouses as to transac- 
tions for the past five 3^ears. 

The alcove was supplemented by data compiled by various govern- 
mental agencies, such as the Bureau of Census, Bureau of Crop Esti- 
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mates, and the Internal Revenue Bureau. Reports were also ob- 
tained from certain States which require the warehouses to report 
the sales made at stated periods. The law of North Carolina is 
probably the most complete in this respect. (Ch. 97, Public Laws, 
1907, as amended by Public Laws, 1915.) Virginia, South Carolina, 
Kentucky, and Maryland also have laws of a somewhat similar 
nature. 

In order that a comparison might be made between the prices of 
unmanufactured tobacco and the prices of manufactured products, 
price lists of the large companies on various leading brands of 
cigarettes, smoking and plug tobacco, and snuff were secured. This 
information was supplemented by cost data on these brands in order 
to show the relation of the total cost of production to the advance in 
the price of these products. However, no extensive investigation of 
the costs of manufacture was made, since it appeared that the reso- 
lution was directed primarily to the purchase of the raw product 
rather than the sale of the manufactured product. 

The main purpose of the Commission in its investigation, there- 
fore, has been to determine the causes of the decline in the prices of 
leaf tobacco, and especially the decline in the prices paid in certain 
sections for last year's crop. Various reasons were advanced by those 
engaged in the industry as being the cause for the decline in the 
price of certain types, especially the dark-fired and burley types. 
A discussion of the evidence obtained relative to the various causes 
for the decline is presented in Chapter III. 

Some of the factors bearing on the situation are also discussed in 
Chapter IV in connection with their relation to the antitrust laws. 
The request of Congress to investigate the facts relating to any viola- 
tion of the antitrust acts was construed as meaning the securing of 
evidence which would show or tend to show violations of the Sherman 
Antitrust Act and the Clayton Act as well as any evidence tending 
to show violation of the decree entered November, 1911, providing 
for the dissolution of the old American Tobacco Co. The following 
indicates the extent of the investigation in this connection : 

1. The observation and views oi the sellers of tobacco were secured 
by personal interviews. 

2. Correspondence files, records, and contracts of the Big Four 
were examined together with the files of their purchasing agencies. 

3. Correspondence files and records of the important companies 
purchasing tobacco for the foreign Governments were examined. 

4. Examination of the correspondence files and records of the Uni- 
versal Tobacco Co. and its subsidiaries was also made. 

5. The daily purchase records of the large companies using the 
types of tobacco in which the decline in price during the past season 
was marked were examined. This was done primarily for the pur- 
pose of verifying the, charge that the Big Four operated in collusion 
by not purchasing on certain markets in competition with each other. 

Chapter V is devoted to the conclusions and recommendations of 
the Commission. 



Chapter II. 

PRICE FLUCTUATIONS. 

Section 1. Introduction. 

The purpose of this chapter is to show the prices of loose leaf or 
unmanufactured tobacco on the one hand and the prices of the manu- 
factured products on the other during 1919 and 1920, and especially 
since October, 1919, with a view to setting forth such declines in leaf 
prices or advances in the prices of manufactured products as have 
occurred since that time. The causes of the decline set forth will 
be discussed in a later chapter. As far as loose-leaf tobacco prices 
are concerned, the work is mainly an analysis of prices for the 1919 
crop. 

The tobacco crop for the five years ending with 1919, as set forth 
in the preceding chapter, was approximately 17 per cent cigar types 
and 83 per cent manufacturing and export types. The bright south- 
ern, burley, dark western, and dark Virginia types comprise over 
95 per cent of the manufacturing and export tobaccos. The distri- 
bution of manufacturing and export tobaccos among these sub- 
divisions as indicated by the 1918 crop is roughly as follows : Bright 
southern, 41 per cent ; burley, 26 per cent ; dark western, 24 per cent ;. 
and dark Virginia, 5 per cent. The estimates of the Department of 
Agriculture indicate that of the 1919 crop 29 per cent was dark west- 
ern and only about 23 per cent was burley. 

Because of the dominating importance of the manufacturing and 
export tobaccos, attention will be centered chiefly on these types. The 
general trend of prices for these types during the five-year period as 
compiled from warehouse records, supplemented by estimates of 
tobacco experts, is shown by the following average prices received 
by farmers for tobacco grown in the years indicated : 

Table 3. — Average prices per 100 pounds paid to growers of leaf tobacco , by 

crops and types, 1915-1919. 



Types. 


1915 


1916 


1917 


1918 


1919 


Bnsrht southern 


$10.68 
9.00 
6.02 
8.00 


$18.41 
16.60 
10.81 
10.50 


$29.27 
27.00 
15.02 
19.50 


$34.83 
33.50 
18.75 
18.00 


$44.37 


Burley 


33.00 


Dark western 


18.77 


Dark Virginia 


31.00 







These prices are based on sales beginning in July, and in the main, 
ending in June. Sales of the 1915 crop, for example, began in July, 
1915, and the sales of the 1919 crop continued through June, 1920, 
and in some sections later. The trend of prices of leaf tobacco 
through the 1917 crop is, perhaps, in exaggerated degree, merely a 
part of the general trend of war prices. Whereas the abrupt rise 
m prices of food and other commodities began in the latter part of 
1915, the rise in leaf-tobacco prices did not begin until a year later. 
Moreover, the 1915 and 1916 crops brought abnormally low prices and 
are not representative of prewar prices. Thus, while the prices of 
leaf tobacco in the year 1918 show greater increases over the prewar 
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year ending with June. 1914, than do food or other commodities,^ it 
IS, in part, due to the lact that during the prewar year leaf-tobacco 
prices were below the prices for the two or three preceding years. 

It will be noted that even the high-price level for the 1918 crop 
was on the whole maintained, and in some cases exceeded in the 
1919 crop. Of course, these figures do not show the prices of the 
many grades into which each of the types is divided, or the price 
changes from month to month, and make no allowance for varying 
proportions of good or poor quality tobacco going to make up" the 
crops from year to year. Further analysis of the 1919 crop prices, 
as compared with the 1918 level, will, therefore, be made for the 
various types. 

Section 2. Bright southern. 

Reference to Table 1 (see p. 10) shows that for the past five years 
the crop yield of bright southern tobacco, constituting on the average 
about 37 per cent of the total crop of manufacturing and export 
tobaccos, ranged from 263,000,000 pounds in 1916 to 487,000,000 in 
1918. Of the average crop during this period nearly 66 per cent was 
grown in North Carolina, about 20 per cent in Virginia, 13 per cent 
m South Carolina, and a little over 1 per cent in Georgia. Georgia 
produced about 3^ per cent of the 1919 crop, however, according to 
the estimates of the Department of Agriculture. It is estimated that 
more than half of the crop is exported, and that of the remainder 
about one-half is used in the manufacture of cigarettes and one-half 
in smoking and plug tobacco, the plug requirements being about two- 
thirds of those for smoking. 

Sales of this tobacco begin in Georgia and South Carolina in July 
and are practically completed in Virginia by the end of March, and 
in some years by the end of February. There are at least 30 markets 
in South Carolina, 65 in North Carolina, 9 in Georgia, about 20 in 
Virginia, and 1 in Alabama, wliere this type of tobacco is sold. Dur- 
ing the 1919 crop season, including resales, more than 40.000,000 
pounds of tobacco was sold on the Wilson, N. C, market, and more 
than 30,000,000 pounds each at Danville, Va., and at Winston-Salem 
and Greenville, N. C. 

More than 330,000,000 pounds of the season's sales of this type was 
taken by five buyers. The average prices paid by these buyers for 
the last five years, as shown by their books, are compared with the 
average crop prices, as already given in Table 3, and the average 
prices in the chief growing areas in the table below : 

Table 4. — Average prices per 100 pounds paid growers of bright southcni 
tobacco for ci'ops as a ichole in leading growing areas and by fire largest biuj- 
ers, 1915-19W. 

1919 



Total sales 

South Carolina 

Winston-Salem, N. C. 

North Carolina 

Danville, Va 

Company 1 

Company 2 

Company 3 

Company 4 

Company 5 



1915 


1916 


1917 


1918 


$10. 68 


$18. 41 


$29.27 


$34.83 


7.28 


14.11 


24.09 


31.06 


9.80 


17.84 


32.58 


31.46 


10.90 


19.40 


31.30 


34.30 


10.55 


18.29 


31.76 


34.13 


12.15 


18.26 


31.22 


38.78 


11.27 


19.60 


29.04 


37.69 


10.49 


21.35 


33.43 


37.27 


8.32 


17.56 


27.29 


34.48 


14.55 


23.68 


30.42 


41.84 



$44.37 
22.85 
48.95 
50.05 
55.40 
59.48 
56.56 
58. 30 
36.87 
58.03 



1 History of Prices During the War, War Industries Board, Price Bulletin No. 19. 
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It is seen from this table that the 1919 crop as a whole brought a 
much better price than the 1918 crop, and the increase in prices paid 
by the leading buyers, with one exception, is greater than the increase 
for the crop as a whole. Prices in North Carolina and Virginia show 
similar marked increases, but the price for the 1919 crop in South 
Carolina, where prices are always lower than in North Carolina and 
Virginia, was over 26 per cent below the price for 1918. The low 
prices for South Carolina tobacco as compared with North Carolina 
and Virginia prices is said to be due, in part, to poorer methods of 
handling and to the absence of any attempt at grading their product. 
The explanation given in the trade to account at least in part for the 
decline in South Carolina for the 1919 crop will be discussed after 
the 1919 crop prices, by months, have been shown. 

The following table shows the price fluctuations in the bright south- 
ern belts during the 1919 crop season. Monthly prices received in the 
chief producing areas, as a whole, are compared with the monthly 
prices paid for this type of tobacco by the five largest buyers. In 
comparing prices for South Carolina and the prices for July and 
August in North Carolina, which are from markets in the South 
Carolina belt, with other prices it should be borne in mind that South 
Carolina tobacco sells at lower prices, year by year, than North 
Carolina and Virginia tobacco. 

Table 5. — Average prices per 100 pounds paid growers for hright southern 
totacco, in chief producing areas j and hy five largest J)uyerSy hy months^ for 
1919 crop. 





1919 
crop. 


• 
1919. 


1920. 


t 


July. 


Aug. 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


South Carolina 


1122.85 
48.95 
5a 05 
55.40 
59.48 
56.56 
58.30 
36.87 
58.03 


$21.05 
"■2L66* 


i$24.79 
17.49 
25.20 


$18. 51 
37.73 
41.10 
40.36 
43.78 
51.32 
47.46 
28.65 
34.32 


$14.27 
47.73 
56.85 

.54.04 
62.21 
60.43 
63.52 
44.12 
61.30 










Winston-Salem. N. C 


$62.12 
67.94 
66.63 
75.32 
79.03 
67.04 
47.74 
78.41 


$55.21 
53.94 
68.67 
73.47 
69.24 
68.24 
49.80 
86.12 


$46.26 
35.40 
47.82 
67.51 
57.98 
70.11 
48.99 
61.65 


$41.13 


North Carolina 


31.43 


Danville. Va 


32.61 


Company 1. 


36.08 
24.79 
27.11 

"*36.'66" 


39.43 
33.58 
34.11 
23.56 
35.52 


57.38 


Comnany 2 


48.41 


Oomnany 3 


«66.27 


Company 4 


35.42 


Oomnany 5 


47.80 







^ Over 85 per cent of the sales In South Carolina had been made by the end of Augrust 
and practically all by the end of September. 
'Company's average for March was $58.86. 

A comparison of the prices of bright southern tobacco by months 
for the 1919 crop discloses, aside from the abnormal prices in South 
Carolina and the prices for July and August, which are in large 
measure South Carolina prices, that the markets opened in September 
at prices well above the average prices for the 1918 crop and that 
marked increases occurred in October and November. December 
prices, however, show a decided decline, which continued throughout 
the remainder of the season. The rise and the fall may be attributed 
in part to the shifting estimates as to the extent of the crop. The 
Department of Agriculture's estimates for September and October 
were 116,000,000 to 119,000,000 pounds below its July 1 estimates and 
90,000,000 to 93,000,000 pounds below its final estimates. The great 
bulk of the crop, 95 per cent in North Carolina and 92 per cent in 
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Virginia, had been sold through by the end of December, when prices 
were still above those for September, and on the whole there was 
little ground for complaint at prices received for the 1919 crop of 
bright southern tobacco, except in South Carolina and a few counties 
in southeastern North Carolina. 

According to the crop-reporting service for the State of North 
Carolina sales in that State were practically completed before the 
decline in price began, and, excepting the markets in the South Caro- 
lina belt, which includes Eobeson, Bladen, and Columbus Counties 
in North Carolina, the prices on North Carolina markets were very 
satisfactory. 

The president of the Tobacco Association of the United States, in 
his annual report regarding sales of the 1919 crop in Virginia, says: 

The prices obtained for all grades and colors of tobaccos sold was greater 
than ever known on this world-famed market. An average of $55.40 per 
hundred pounds for all grades, Including scrap tobacco, was realized ; this went 
" over the top " of any previous record of prices obtained on this great market. 
Never before have the producers and shippers who sold on the Danville market 
been so liberally remunerated for their offering of tobacco. 

The early purchases made were disposed of readily at satisfactory profits, 
but owing to foreign exchange conditions the demand later in the season was 
greatly reduced and their profits correspondingly so. This w^as the prime factor 
in bringing about the decline in prices at the close of the tobacco year. 

From the foregoing it is seen that South Carolina was the only 
section in which prices for the 1919 crop of bright southern tobacco 
were not satisfactory. The explanation offered by buyers for the 
exceedingly low price in South Carolina for the 1919 crop as com- 
pared with the 1918 crop is that at the opening of South Carolina 
markets in July the outlook was for an unprecedented yield of bright 
southern tobacco which could not be utilized at the prices prevailing 
in 1918 and prices in South Carolina opened accordingly. After the 
opening of the South Carolina markets, heavy rains throughout the 
South with accompanying crop damage caused an extensive down- 
ward revision of the estimates for the 1919 crop yield. The extent 
of the damage to the crop as a whole was probably greatly overesti- 
mated, but in South Carolina, where the tobacco is brought direct 
from the field, it was greater than in other sections. The South 
Carolina growers had the double handicap of marketing a seriously 
damaged crop and marketing it during a period in which the idea 
prevailed that the total crop of bright southern would be much larger 
and of much poorer quality than it actually turned out to be. The 
Department of Agriculture's estimate for the tobacco crop in Georgia, 
the Carolinas, and Virginia (including Virginia dark, sun cured, 
and hurley) was 564,000,000 pounds on July 1, 1920, 486,000,000 
pounds on August 1, 445,000,000 pounds on September 1, and 448,- 
000,000 pounds on October 1. From September on, however, the es- 
timate was increased until it reached 539,000,000 pounds on December 
1, when the figure for the bright southern crop alone was fixed at 
479,000,000 pounds. More than 85 per cent of the total sales in South 
Carolina had been made before September 1, and the sales after the 
end of September were negligible. 

Section 3. Burley. 

The burley crop for the past five years ranged from 217,000,000 
pounds in 1915 to 312,000,000 pounds in 1918 and made up a little 
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over 25 per cent of the average crop of manufacturing and export 
tobaccos. Domestic manufacturers until recent years used the re- 
mainder in plug and smoking tobacco, but a considerable portion of 
the crop is now used in cigarettes. It has been estimated that 10 
per cent of the 1917 crop was so used, and the percentage used in 
cigarettes is rapidly increasing. Only about 5 per cent of the crop 
is exported. 

Lexington, Ky., is the leading burley market, more than 60,000,000 
po.unds of tobacco being sold there during the 1919 crop season. 
Maysville, Louisville, hhelbyville, and Paris, Ky., each handled 
more than 10,000,000 pounds, and Cynthiana, Carrollton, Danville, 
Richmond, Carlisle, Mount Sterling, Glasgow, and Springfield, Ky., 
more than 5,000,000 pounds each. Outside of Kentucky the prin- 
cipal markets are Greenville, Tenn. ; Huntington, W. Va. ; Madison, 
Ind., and Ripley, Ohio. The total sales on Kentucky markets alone 
during the 1919 crop season exceeded 302,000,000 pounds. Thirty- 
seven million pounds of this, however, was tobacco grown in 1918, 
and 38,000,000 pounds of the new crop sales was reported as re- 
sales or sold lor dealers. Sales of the new crop for growers 
amounted to 227,000,000 pounds during the 1919 season and 233,- 
000,000 pounds in the 1918 season. Sales on these markets, except 
Louisville, open in December and close in March. Louisville is 
known as a hogshead market, and sales there continue throughout 
the year and include other kinds of tobacco as well as burley. The 
other markets are what are known as loose-leaf markets, where the 
tobacco is auctioned off by baskets, often at the rate of 300 baskets 
an hour. On most of the markets but one sale is held at the same 
time, the buyers following the auctioneers from one warehouse to 
another, but at Lexington three sales proceed at the same time so 
that a company to be fully represented must have three buyers on 
this market. The four big domestic manufacturers, together with 
the two leading dealers in leaf tobacco purchased more than 260,- 
000,000 poimds of burley tobacco during each of the past two 
seasons. 

The steady advance in prices from the 1915 season throughout the 
1918 season, as shown in Table 3, was more pronounced in the 
prices of burley than in those of any of the other types shown. The 
average price for the 1918 burley crop was more than 270 per cent 
above the average for the 1915 crop. For the 1919 crop, however, 
while the rise in bright southern prices continued into the 1919 
season so as to make the average for the 1919 crop, in spite of the 
decline in December, 10 cents per pound above the 1918 average 
price, the average for burley was slightly less than for the 1918 crop. 

Burley prices opened in December, in accord with the general 
upward price trend, on many markets 20 cents per pound higher than 
the preceding crop average. Prices were perhaps stimulated by the 
Department of Agriculture's estimate that the 1919 burley crop 
would fall 50,000,000 pounds below the 1918 crop. Sales figures seem 
to indicate that the 1919 crop was nearly as large as the 1918 crop. 
It apparently did not exceed the 1918 crop, but it is claimed in the 
trade that the 1919 tobacco was of far inferior quality and contained 
a much greater percentage of low grades than either the 1918 crop 
or the average crop. The high openmg prices were maintained, how- 
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ever, and showed some increases until the latter part of December, 
when a break more pronounced than the phenomenal rise came, and 
with some interruptions the downward trend continued throughout 
the selkson. 

The prices paid by the six largest buyers, purchasing more than 
260,^XX;,(XX) pounds during the 1919 season, by months and for the 
season as a whole, are compared with prices paid during the pre- 
ceding season in the following table : . 

Table 0. — A,reraoe prices per 100 pontiffs paid grmcers for hurlei/ tobacco by 

*i> largest buyers, 1918 and 1919 crops. 





Company. ' 


 

1918 

1 


1 


1919 






Total. ; 

' Decem- 
ber. 


January. 


1 

Feb- ! 
ruary. 


March. 


No. 1 . . 




: $42. 44 


$43.91 $39.69 
37. 39 44. 26 
67.60 67.60 

143.33 

35.47 . 45.31 
15.86  19.80 
1 


1 

$55.18 : 
41.77 ' 
67.39 ' 
46.74 ; 
42.68 ' 
21.81 


1 

$4.5.32 ' 
37. 78 • 
31.15 , 
44.90 
34.54 , 
14.83 


$34.73 


No. 2. . 




34.02 


26.83 


No. 3.. 
No. 4.. 

No. 5. . 




42.08 

31.57 

29.93 


13.27 
43.81 
26.41 


No, 6 . , 




25.21 


12.72 






 





* A verage for the year was reduced by the purchase of low grade tobacco after March. 

The first four of the companies shown are manufacturers and their 
purchases are of high-quality tobacco, with prices somewhat higher 
than the market averages. Their purchases, however, cover a widfe 
range of grades, and varying proportions of high or low grade 
purchases may account for wide variations in their prices from month 
to month. Thus the low price paid b}^ company No. 1 in December, 
1919, means merely that its purchases of the low grades during that 
month made U]) a larger proportion of its total purchases than in 
the other months, and the extremely low prices in March and Feb- 
ruary for company No. 3 are, at least in part, accounted for by the 
fact that in those months that company was not making extensive 
pun^hasos of the better grades. Mote than three-fourths of its direct 
piinthases had been made in December and January. The prices 
given for company No. 3 cover only its purchases through its own 
organization on the warehouse floors, while the prices for the other 
three of the first four companies cover their purchases from dealers 
as well as those through their own buying organizations. 

Companies Nos. 5 and 6 are dealers, and their purchases, except 
such as are made for the big manufacturers, are largely from the 
lower grades, and their prices, while showing less violent breaks 
from month to month, show lower prices for 1919 as compared with 
those for the 1918 crop than do those of the manufacturers. In each 
instance the average i)rices paid by the manufacturers for the 1919 
crop are higher than those paid for the 1918 crop. 

The same results are shown by comparing the prices paid on the 
various markets. Eighteen loose-leaf markets, including the 14 
largest hurley markets in Kentucky in the order of their importance 
and four outside markets, on which more than two-thirds of the 
hurley crop was sold in each of the past two seasons, have been 
selected with a view to showing in detail, so far as averages are con- 



PRICE FLUCTUATIONS. 



21 



cerned, the price changes in burley tobacco during the 1918 and 1919 
crop seasons. The monthly and yearly average prices for the two 
seasons on these 18 markets are given in the following table : 

Table 7. — Average prices paid grower a per 100 pounds for hurley tobacco, 1918 

and 1919 crops, hy months and principal markets. 



Market. 



Lexington, Ky.. 
Maysville. Ky.. 
Shelbyyille, Ky. 

Paris, Ky 

Cynthiania, Ky. 
Carrollton,Ky.. 
Danville, Ky. . . 
Richmond, Ky.. 



Carlisle, Ky. 
Mount Sterling, Ky . 

Glasgow, Ky 

Springfield, Ky 

Frankfort, Ky 

Horse Cave, Ky 

Greenville, Tenn — 
Huntington, W. Va. 

Madison, Ind 

Ripley, Ohio 



Total, 18 markets. 



1918 crop. 



De- 
i cem- 
ber. 



Janu- 
ary. 



S30.49 



31.93 
28.71 



28.75 



32.60 



25.29 



25.28 
23.37 



25.83 
19.02 



$40.19 
34.73 
31.73 
41.90 
37.09 
30.38 
33.67 
33.87 
39.28 
33.61 
30.55 
30.14 
34.10 
30.67 
35.61 
39.20 
26.62 
35.58 



Feb- 
ruary. 



29.27 



35.83 



$48.51 
35.98 
32.72 
46.11 
41.10 
30.08 
37.20 
29.60 
35.76 
39.60 
32.65 
32.71 
34.10 
34.75 
39.52 
38.10 
27.67 
34.19 



March. 



127.68 
22.21 
19.71 
34.03 
24.62 
18.82 
22.01 
19.93 
38.36 
25.35 
21.03 
17.90 
20.90 
20.78 
25.72 
23.89 
17.55 
22.62 



Total. 



37.68 



23.09 



$38.39 
32.42 
29.07 
41.04 
35.30 
26.46 
33.99 
32.10 
37.35 
34.38 
28.12 
29.46 
30.62 
28.67 
34.11 
35.41 
24.85 
32.35 



1919 crop. 




$63.49 
35.68 
40.26 
55.30 
49.97 
38.93 
54.82 
57.90 
31.80 
42.04 
30.96 
43.92 
46.81 
28.23 
50.17 
41.71 



33.90 



36.25 



$49.96 
29.90 
31.69 
46.72 
36.46 
32.08 
49.40 
48.29 
35.93 
33.42 
24.68 
38.74 
35.83 
22.35 
46.59 
87.12 
29.46 
31.56 



$38.32 
21.51 
22.09 
33.96 
22.93 
24.26 
32.10 
35.73 
20.16 
21.13 
15.83 
25.33 
23.77 
13.85 
30.56 
30.28 
15.25 
23.84 



$27.04 



16.79 
17.63 
25.37 
15.78 
15.17 
22.54 
19.45 
12.20 



12.64 



19.46 
8.09 
25.53 
26.96 
11.97 
15.43 



$46.19 
24.30 
29.71 
43.30 
33.41 
28.70 
45.65 
45.79 
28.88 
30.98 
19.41 
36.37 
33.58 
19.56 
39.56 
82.79 
25.04 
27.76 



50.79 ' 40.94 



28. 87 20. 81 



36.70 



The averages for the 1919 crop as a whole did not differ greatly 
from the 1918 crop averages, but they show a much wider variation 
between different markets than is seen in the 1918 crop averages. 
While at Lexington and at some other important markets the 1919 
prices were substantially above those for the 1918 crop, at Mays- 
ville, Glasgow, and other markets the average prices for the 1919 
crop were less than 75 per cent as high as they had been for the 
1918 crop. 

It will be noted that the average price for February on all markets 
was about 5 cents per pound less than for the 1918 crop as a whole; 
The magnitude of this break was such that the average prices for 
I^ebruarv on many markets were below the averages for the 1917 
crop and on a few markets they were even below the averages for the 
1916 crop. In some cases the February averages were less than half 
of those for the preceding December. The advances that had re- 
quired from one to two years to establish were thus more than wiped 
out in less than three months. The combined average price on 18 
important markets for !• ebruary, 1920, was about 29 cents per pound, 
which was only about 2 cents above the average for the whole 1917 
crop, and 22 cents below the December, 1919, average on the same 
markets of 51 cents per pound. 

The indications that it was on the lower grades that the 1919 prices 
suffered most in comparison with 1918 prices are substantiated by a 
study of the prices paid for individual grades by the big manufac- 
turers. In most cases they paid more, grade by grade, for their 191^ 
purchases than in 1918, the chief exceptions to this being found in 
the lower grades. The rise in price on the high grades at the same 
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time that the low grades were falling is illustrated by the prices paid 
for a high grade, a medium grade, and a low grade by two companies. 

Table 8. — Comparison of prices paid for high-grade and low-grade hurley to- 
bacco by two companies f 1918 and 1919 crops. 



Low grade: 
Company 1 
Company 2 

Medium grade: 
Company 1 
Company 2. 

High grade: 
Company 1. 
Company 2. 



1918 



$24.51 
19.57 

29.88 
29.94 

75.89 
69.34 



1919 



Total. 



$21.83 
15.59 

29.70 
29.01 

94.01 
96.41 



Decem- 
ber. 



January. 



$24.18 
19.71 

30.72 
32.08 

98.64 
97.74 



$22.97 
17.75 

30.98 
30.01 

92,02 
97.70 



Febru- 
ary. 



$20.10 
14.77 

28.32 
28.25 

98.32 
95.36 



March. 



$18.83 
13.83 

27.29 
27.21 

96.61 
92.90 



These figures show that while the medium grade practically held 
its own for the 1919 crop, as compared with the 1918 crop, the prices 
on the high grade advanced and those on the low grade declined. 

It is seen therefore that while from 1915 to 1918 burley prices 
advanced more rapidly than those for bright southern, and began 
the 1919 season at a level far above any level previously reached, 
they suffered a tremendous break early in the season, which pre- 
vented the average price for the 1919 season from rising above 
that for the preceding season, and on many markets threw it back 
to 1916 and 1917 price levels, although the bright southern average 
for the 1919 season was 10 cents per pound above that for the pre- 
ceding season. The failure of the crop average as a whole to rise, 
while the average prices for higher grades show material advances, 
shows that the brunt of the fall was suffered by the lower grades. 
The causes for the big drop in burley prices, beginning at the end 
of December, 1919, will be discussed in another chapter. (See 
Chap. III.) 

Section 4. Dark western. 

The size of the crops of dark western tobaccos, according to the 
classification adopted by the Department of Agriculture and the 
figures furnished by it, for the five years preceding the 1919 crop, 
were as follows : 

Table 9. — Production of dark west on tobaccos, 191Jf-1918. 

[Quantity in million pounds.] 





1914 


1915 


1916 


1917 


1918 


Five-year 
average. 


Type. 


Quan- 
tity. 


Per 
cent. 


Quan- 
tity. 


Per 

cent. 


Quan- 
tity. 


Per 

cent. 


Quan- 
tity. 

326 


Per 
cent. 


Quan- 
tity. 


Per 

cent. 

100.0 


Quan- 
tity. 


Per 
cent. 


Dark western... 


239 


100.0 


258 


100.0 


314 


100.0 


100.0 


283 


284 


100.0 


Dark fired.. 
Stemming... 
Oue sucker.. 

/ 


134 
68 
37 

/ 


56.1 
28.6 
15.5 


157 
71 
30 


60.9 
27.5 
11.6 


177 56. 4 
95 30. 2 
42 13.4 


190 
91 
45 


58.3 
27.9 
13.8 


153 : 54. 1 
85 , 30.0 

45 15.9 

1 


162 

82 
40 


57.0 
28.9 
14.1 
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During this period the dark western crop ranged from 24 to 34 
per cent of the total crop of manufacturing and export tobaccos, and 
on the average constituted about 30 per cent. The table above shows 
that fired tobacco constitutes about 57 per cent of the dark western 
crop and that the remainder is roughly two-thirds stemming and one- 
third one sucker. 

The 1919 crop, according to the estimate of the Department of 
Agriculture, was more than 335,000,000 pounds, as compared with 
283,000,000 for the preceding year, and practically all this increase 
was in the dark-fired type. The average crop of dark fired for the 
five years preceding 1919 was 162,000,000 pounds, while the 1919 
crop was probably between 210,000,000 and 220,000,000 pounds and 
made up from 63 to 65 per cent of the dark western crop. In the 
western or Paducah district of the dark-fired section, where the 1918 
crop was only 76,000,000 pounds, it is estimated that the 1919 crop 
was over 110,000,000 pounds, and in the Clarks\ille district the in- 
crease was from 77,000,000 to about 100,000,000 pounds. 

The dark-fii-ed tobacco is grown in the Clarksville district, em- 
bracing Robertson, Montgomery, and adjoining Tennessee counties 
and Christian and adjoining Kentucky counties; and in the Paducah 
or western district, taking in Graves, McCracken, and adjoining 
Kentucky and Tennessee counties. The stemming tobacco, including 
what is sometimes known as the Green River type, is grown largely 
in Henderson and Daviess Counties, in Kentucky, and the one- 
sucker tobacco is grown in a half dozen or more counties in south- 
western Kentucky. Probably more than 60 per cent of these dark 
tobaccos are exported. Nearly 30 per cent is used in the manufacture 
of smoking and plug tobaccos and stogies, and about 10 per cent is 
used in snuff making. Of the dark-fired tobacco alone one-sixth or 
more is taken by the snuff companies. 

The most important markets for dark western tobaccos are Owens- 
boro and Henderson, Ky., in the stemming district; Clarksville and 
Springfield, Term., and Hopkinsville, Ky., in the Clarksville district ; 
and Iraducah, Mayfield, and Murray, Kv., in the western district. 
By no means such a large proportion of the crop of these tobaccos is 
sold on warehouse floors at auction as is burley and bright southern 
tobaccos. Probably the larger part of the dark western tobaccos 
is sold in the country where buyers visit the farmers and make 
contracts for the purchase of their crops. Some sales of these 
tobaccos are also made on the streets. Sales of these tobaccos 
begin in November and December and usually end in May or June, 
although in the 1919 season probably more than one-fourth of the 
sales were made after June. More than 140,000,000 pounds of these 
tobaccos, mainly of the dark-fired type, were purchased during the 
past season by three exporters and two snuff companies. 

The failure of the 1919 crop average of dark western tobaccos to 
rise above the average for 1918 was fully as pronounced as in the case 
of burley prices discussed in the preceding section. The prices in the 
dark western territory did not open up at the beginning of the season 
nearly as high above the 1918 level as did those m the burley section. 
Therefore even smaller price decreases in these types would bring 
about the same general result that was observed in the case of burley. 
However, in the western or Paducah district of the, dax\L-^^<wic\set^>i.- 
tory the breaks were even more severe Wv^xv oxv. ^'^Xsvs:^^ ^ssair^^^S^. 
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In the Owensboro, Henderson, and Clarksville districts prices for the 
1919 crop compared favorably with the averages for 1918. The eight 
leading centers, where perhaps three-fourths or more of the crop is 
sold, have been selected to show the price variations from month to 
month during the 1919 season and the differences between the 1918 
and 1919 averages. Where the figures for the total sales on the ware- 
house floors were available, as at Henderson, Owensboro, and Hop- 
kinsville, these have been used, and at other points the prices paid by 
large buyers have been used as fairly typical of the general averages. 
The prices for the past two seasons at these centers are shown in the 
following table : 

Table 10. — Average prices per 100 pounds paid for dark western tobacco at 
leading selling point s^ 1918 cropy and 1919 crop by months. 





1918 
total. 


1919 


Market. 


Total. 


Novem- 
ber. 


Decem- 
ber. 


Janu- 
ary. 


Febru- 
ary. 


March. 


April. 


May. 


June. 


Owensboro, Ky 

Henderson, l^y. .... 
HopHnsvllle, Ky. . . 

Clarksville. Tenn 

Springfield, Tenn. . . 

Paducah, Ky 

Ma^eld^y 

Murray, Ky 


$15.02 
15.20 
19.20 
22.22 
19.64 
21.26 
20.14 
19.14 


$15. 16 
14.28 
16.47 
20.63 
23.38 
11.08 
12.50 
20.38 




$18.26 
17.17 
21.53 
23.20 


$16.66 
15.62 
22.12 
23.39 
26.84 
17.54 
17.75 
21.64 


$13.22 
12.56 
19.37 
26.56 
31.54 
13.46 
16.95 
25.01 


$10.93 
11.11 
16.98 
22.39 
25.08 
13.62 
13.34 
25.09 


$10.83 
9.58 
13.64 
19.62 
24.64 
12.94 
12.21 
21.74 


$10.02 
10.54 
13.52 
17.83 
22.02 
11.88 
11.30 
17.83 


*i$i2.*49 

13.63 

«22.33 


*$i7.*52* 


17.19 
17.65 


•10.23 
4 10. 74 
6 16.53 













1 $10.70 was the average for July sales on the Hopkinsville market, and on a small volume of sales it was 
$11.14 for August and $9.23 for September. 
> June average, $21.40; July, $8.56. 

» July, August, September, and October, $9.98, $8.77, $8.58 and $8.17, respectively. 
< July, August, and September, $10.96, $8.81, and $9.30, respectively. 
6 July average, $16ao. 

Seven companies buy the bulk of the dark western tobacco sold. 
The average monthly prices paid by them for more than 140,000,000 
pounds during the 1919 season, in comparison with the crop averages 
tor 1918 and 1919, are shown in the table below : 

Table 11. — Average prices per 100 pounds paid groivers for dark ivestern 
tobaccOf by largest buyerSy 1918 crop, and 1919 crop by months. 



Com- 


1918 
total. 


1919 


pany. 


Total. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Mar. 


Apr. 


May. 


June. 


July. 


Aug. 


Sept. 


No.l.... 
No. 2.... 
No.3 


$22.07 
20.38 
19.43 
20.96 
26.08 
15.38 
17.91 


$16.33 
12.44 
19.16 
19.96 
26.44 
16.44 
14.40 


$i6.'77' 
'17*85' 


$29.99 
18.36 
22.15 
20.98 


$25.23 
19.03 
21.00 
22.86 
31.04 
16.94 
17.73 


$27.80 
18.49 
19.31 
23.99 
31.60 
13.76 
20.43 


$25.12 
14.72 
17.79 
21.26 
30.53 
11.50 
17.61 


$18. 16 
12.23 
16.53 
19.18 
27.67 
12.13 
13.23 


$15. 52 
11.14 
15.73 
17.58 
25.24 
12.44 
12.91 


$13.90 
9.16 
16.00 
15.28 
22.77 
13.50 
10.70 


$12. 63 
9.38 


$10.06 
8.18 


$8' 39 


No.4 


•  *  • 


' 


No.6 




1 


No. 6 


15.62 


17.67 
15.92 




1 


No. 7.... 


11.13 


9.19 i 

1 



The trend of prices for these companies is seen to follow much 
the same course as the market averages set forth in Table 10. Com- 
pany No. 1 operates both in the Clarksville and Paducah districts, 
and normally purchases about an equal quantity of tobacco in each. 
The figures above show the company's combined average for the 
two sections. A separation of the purchases made by this company 
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in each district serves to illustrate in a striking manner the fact 
already referred to, that the break in prices was much more severe 
and extensive in the western district of the dark-fired field than in 
the Clarksville district. This separation has been made, and is set 
forth in the following table : 

Table 12. — Average prices paid hy one company for dark-fired tobacco for 1918 
and 1919 crops and hy months for 1919 crop in the Paducah and Clarksville 
districts. 



1918 crop 

1919 crop 

1919— December. 
1920— January... 

February . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August . . . 
September 



Clarksville 
district. 



$23.47 
22.72 
25.14 
25.23 
27.80 
25.67 

121.55 
20.25 
19.37 
20.36 
15.61 
18.10 



Paducah 
district. 



$20.64 
11.95 
19,47 



14.30 

13.81 

12.53 

11.72 

m.09 

9.93 

8.81 



1 The company's heaviest purchases In the Clarksville district were made in April, the purchases for that 
month making up nearlv 25 per cent of its season's purchases in that district. 
> Nearly one-third of tne purchases in the Paducah district were made in July. 

As on the hurley markets, the low grades of dark-fired tobacco 
suffered more severe price declines than the higher grades, and, while 
as a whole the Paducah district was affected more in this regard than 
the Clarksville district, there were tremendous breaks in prices of the 
lower grades even in the latter district. That the low grades suffered 
most is illustrated by the prices paid on the loose-leaf market at 
Hopkinsville during the 1919 season by a company taking more than 
15 per cent of the tobacco sold, which is shown below : 

Table 13. — Average prices per 100 pounds paid by a large buyer on Hopkinsville 
market for selected grades of dark-fired tobacco^ 1919 season, by months. 





Low grade. 


Medium 
grade. 


High 
grade. 


Total 




No. 1. 


No. 2. 


pur- 
chases. 


1919 — Season 


$4.80 

11.53 

10.54 

5.41 

2.99 

2.83 


$5.02 
8.36 
7.42 
4.84 
2.83 
2.69 
3.08 
2.70 
2.25 


$19. 13 
19.17 
24.11 
22.37 
17.95 
16.30 
19.14 
15.07 
14.41 
15.46 


$27.11 
28.44 
29.39 
30.18 
27.27 
26.87 
27.07 
28.25 
24.07 
23.78 
33.00 


$12.40 


1919 — December 


15.44 


1920 — January 


16.70 


February. . . ; 


19.03 


March 


14.69 


April 


10.46 


May 


10.52 


June 




9.24 


July 




10.48 


August 




13.64 


Sentember 






12.00 













For its total purchases of dark-fired tobacco during the 1918 season 
this company paid an average of $17.91 per 100 pounds, as against 
$18.75 for the 1919 season, but during the 1919 season its average on 
the Hopkinsville market was only $12.40. The purchases of the four 
grades selected aggregate about one- fourth of the company's total 
purchases on this market. About 1,000 ,0W ^oxviv^^ ol ^<^\cv^ ^^^S5^> 
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900,000 pounds of the two low grades, and 169,000 pounds of the 
medium grade were purchased. 

The average montnly prices and averages for the two seasons paid 
by the French and Italian regies, together with the quantity pur- 
chased and the percentages of their total purchases for the season 
made in each month for the past two seasons, are shown in the table 
below : 

Table 14. — Combined purchases of dark^ftred tobcK^co by Frefich and, Italian 

regies, 1918 and 1919 crops, by months. 



1918 



1919 



Pounds. 



December > 1,524,091 

January ' 8, 744, 766 

February i 21,856,560 

March I 24,858,578 

AprU ' 15,775,944 

May I 4,486,342 

June 3,974,670 

July 



Avera^ 

pnce 

per 100 

pounds. 



$15.73 
19.96 
21.57 
21.16 
21.06 
21.92 
20.54 



Percent 
of total. 



1.4 
10.1 
27.2 
30.3 
19.2 
5.7 
4.7 



August , 

September ' 

Later , 1,322,005 



19.16 



1.4 



Pounds. 



2,716,885 

1,821,660 

6,660,379 

2,356,542 

14,289,285 

16,969.049 

12, 169; 224 

12,406,095 

6,825,917 

450,025 



Average 

price 

per 100 

pounds. 



Percent 
of total 



$21.34 


4.7 


22.76 


3.4 


25.06 


13.6 


24.91 


4.8 


17.85 


20.9 


15.39 


21.3 


12.54 


12.5 


12.22 


12.4 


10.91 


6-1 


8.85 


.3 



Total ! 82,542,956 



21.00 



100.0 j 76,665,061 15.97 



100.0 



These two regies are the heaviest buyers of dark-fired tobacco. 
Their combined purchases were over 82,000,000 pounds during the 
1918 season and exceeded 76,000,000 during the 1919 season. The 
opinion somethnes expressed that their purchases of the 1919 crop 
were heavily curtailed is without foundation in fact. Apparently 
the only important buyer of dark-fired tobacco that made no material 
purchases of the 1919 crop was the Spanish regie. Its purchases in 
former years ranged from 3,000,000 to 30,000,000 pounds. The bulk 
of the Italian and French purchases, however, were made much later 
in the 1919 season than in the preceding season. In the 1918 season, 
the French Government did not begin buying until January but had 
made about 85 per cent of its purchases by the end of April, whereas 
in the 1919 season it began in December and made nearly 7 per cent 
of its purchases in that month but had made only 42 per cent of its 

Eurchases by the end of April. The Italian Government in Decem- 
er, 1919, made only a little over 1 per cent of its purchases as com- 
pared with 3.5 per cent in the previous season. By the end of April 
in the 1918 season it had made more than 90 per cent of its purchases, 
but during the past season it had made less than 32 per cent of its 
purchases during the same period and only about 15 per cent of its 
purchases in the Paducah district. In this district it was off the 
market entirely from December 22 untU the second week in March. 

The effect on prices of dark western tobaccos was therefore as great, 
if not more marked, than on prices for hurley. This result was 
brought about in spite of the fact that prices on one sucker, stem- 
ming, and a large part of the dark-fired tobaccos grown in the Clarks- 
vjJle district were fairly satisfactory as compared with prices in 
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1918. The causes of the 1919 decline and of its localization in the 
Paducah district and falling heavily on the low grades in particular 
will be discussed in Chapter III. 

Section 5. Other t3rpes of manufacturing and export tobaccos. 

More than 90 per cent of the manufacturing and export tobaccos 
and probably 93 per cent of the 1919 crops have been dealt with in 
the three preceding sections. Virginia dark tobacco comprises about 
5 per cent of the total crop of these tobaccos, Virginia sun cured 
about 1 per cent, and Maryland and eastern Ohio export from 2 to 
3 per cent. 

The estimates of the Department of Agriculture indicate that in 
1919 the crops of both the dark and sun-cured types in Virginia 
were short, and the data secured from the markets on which these 
tobaccos are largely sold indicate that the 1919 crop prices for Vir- 
ginia dark and sun-cured tobacco were almost as satisfactory as 
the prices obtained for the bright southern crop. Practically all 
of the sun cured is sold on the Richmond market. Lynchburg and 
Farmville are the leading markets for the Virginia dark tobacco. 
The monthly average prices on the Richmond market, as a whole, 
and the monthly average prices paid by a buyer at Farmville taking 
irjore than 2,000,000 pounds of the 19i9 crop of dark Virginia and 
by a buyer taking about 1,250,000 pounds in the Lynchburg section, 
in comparison with the corresponding averages for the 1918 and 
1919 crops as a whole, are shown in the following table : 

Table 15. — Average prices on the Richmond market^ and average prices paid 
by certain buyers at Lynchburg and Farmville, Va., for Virginia dark and 
sun-cured tobaccos, 1918 and 1919 crops, and 1919 crop by months. 



1918 crop 

1919 crop 

1919— August — 

September. 
October . . . 
November. 
December . 
1920— January... 
Febnxary. . 

March 

April 

May 



Virginia dark. 



Lynchburg. 



$16.47 
24.46 



8.70 
18.27 

« 29.28 
34.25 

8 27. 66 
18.27 
21.47 
18.58 



Farmville. 1 



$18.67 
20.35 
9.87 
10.71 
16.07 
22.67 
22.16 
18.72 
21.86 
17.20 
24.94 



Virginia 
sun cured. 



Richmond. 



$20.39 
28.45 



19.84 
30.21 
34 39 
33.07 
33.89 
20.30 
15.12 



1 Includes some bright southern tobacco. 

» More than half of these sales were made in November, December, and January. 

It will be noted that in all three markets prices in 1919 were higher 
than in 1918. 

About 60 per cent of the Maryland and eastern Ohio export crops 
are used in cigarettes and 40 per cent is exported. These tobaccos 
are sold largely at Baltimore, Md. The figures furnished by a 
Baltimore dealer buying about 1,000,000 pounds of the 1918 crop 
and 3,500,0.00 pounds of the 1919 crop show an average for the 1918 
crop purchase of $40.74 as compared with $38.21 for the preceding 
year. The purchases of this company are c\v\<eSb} ol\!ftfc\5^\jst ^"^^^^ 
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however. Figures furnished by the Maryland State Board of Agri- 
culture from selling agents on or through the Baltimore market shovr 
the monthly average j)rices for southern Maryland tobacco sold 
from May to October, 1920, to be as follows : 

Per 100 
pounds. 

May $23.50 

June 21.80 

July 27.20 

August 29.50 

September 26.70 

October 22.20- 

In Ohio the average price paid the grower for purchases, aggre- 
gating 4,000^000 pounds, was $16.20 per pound in the 1918 season as 
compared with an average price of $19.48 for purchases aggregating 
2,200,000 pounds made in the 1919 season. 

Section 6. Cigar types. 

Only about 17 per cent of the total tobacco produced in this country 
is cigar t^pes. These are produced chiefly in Connecticut, Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio, and Wisconsin. In 1919 it was estimated that the total 
crop of these types was 219,000,0000 pounds. 

A preliminary survey indicated that prices received for the 1919^ 
crop compared lavorably with those received in 1918. The one excep- 
tion was a complaint that came from the growers in Ohio, the tobacco 
grown in the west central part of the State being used as a filler. In- 
terviews were had with certain dealers and growers in that locality. 
The dealers were also sent a questionnaire in which information was- 
requested as to the 1918 and 1919 crops. The same questionnaire 
was sent to dealers purchasing cigar leaf in other localities. The 
results of this schedule are presented in the table below : 

Table 16. — Average prices per 100 pounds of cigar leaf tobacco to grower^ by 

States, for the years 1918 and 191i). 



State. 



Connecticut. . 

New York 

Pennsylvania 

Wisconsin 

Ohio 





1918 

$44.79 
22.31 
14.51 
26.38 
18.07 


1919 


1919 
over 
1918 




$45.82 
27.18 
18.47 
29.10 
18.27 


$i.oa 




4.87 




3.9& 




2.72 




.20 








25.21 


30.13 


4.92- 



The above figures are based on purchases by 97 dealers purchasing 
about 50,000,000 pounds of the 1918 crop and 87 dealers purchasing- 
about 43,000,000 pounds of the 1919 crop. In the majority of cases 
where dealers reported for both years the average prices paid in 191^ 
exceeded those in 1918 by a larger margin than the averages pre- 
sented in the table above. It will be noted that the increase in the 
average prices paid in 1919 as compared with 1918 was highest in 
New York and the lowest in Ohio, the average price for the five States- 
in 1919 being $4.92 per 100 pounds higher than in 1918. 

The data for Ohio presented above represents 24 dealers' purchases 
o/ the 1918 crop and 14 dealers of the 1919 crop. The average 
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prices for the two years are about the same. From the information 
obtained it appears that higher prices prevailed in 1917 than in 
either of the following years, the bulk of the crop bringing 25 cents 
per pound and some growers being paid as much as 30 cents per 
pound. This, it is claimed, was due to war conditions and that 
manufacturers were afraid of a shortage in the supply of this to- 
'bacco. The packers also bought of this crop for speculative pur- 
poses. Instead of there being a shortage the following year there 
was a larger crop, and prices were low as a consequence, many of 
the packers still holding their high-priced tobacco purchased the 
year before. The crop was not of a very good quality, which also 
tended to keep prices down. In 1919 the crop was not as large as 
that of 1918. The market was slow, and the relative high prices 
paid by the cigar manufacturers, around 20 cents per poundj kept 
many of the packers off the market for the Zimmer-Spanish grade. 
The Dutch grade was taken by the stogie manufacturers and packers 
at around 20 cents per pound. The Gebhardt grade, however, was 
of a poor quality, and much of it remains in the hands of the farmer. 
This was due, no doubt — in part, at least — to the financial conditions 
in this country, which operated to the disadvantage of the packer. 
It is noticeable, however, that prices paid for these types of tobacco 
have not advanced in recent years in proportion to many of the other 
types. 

Section 7. Comparison of leaf -tobacco prices with prices of manufactured 
tobaccos. 

The tardy beginning of the war rise in prices of leaf tobacco as 
compared with food and other commodities has been noted. It did 
not start until the latter part of 1916. The rapid rise in prices of 
tobacco products did not begin until about the middle of 1917. Some 
manufacturers claim that much of the tobacco going into their prod- 
ucts is 2 years old before they use it, so that the lagging in the begin- 
ning of the rise in prices of manufactured products was but natural 
and seemingly might well have been longer delayed, for much of 
the tobacco used in manufacture in 1917 had been purchased in 1915 
at prices considerably below the levels prevailing for the several 
years preceding 1915. The rise in the prices of mjinufactured prod- 
ucts through the j^ear 1918, however, was not nearly so great as has 
been found in the prices of leaf tobacco.^ 

While the internal-revenue tax is about $1 per pound on tobacco 
used in making cigarettes, 18 cents per pound on manufactured 
tobacco and snuff, and from $1.50 to $15 per thousand on cigars, the 
advances in these rates had all been made prior to March, 1919, and 
the high tax rates are eliminated from consideration of price changes 
during the period under discussion. 

Cigar prices have been eliminated from consideration for the same 
reasons that the investigation of leaf prices was in large measure 
confined to the manufacturing and export types of tobacco as dis- 
tinguished from the cigar types, and because no such monopolistic 
position has ever been reached in the cigar industiy as in other 
branches of the tobacco business. 

» History of prices during the war. War Industries Board Pcleft BwW&lVw, "^^^ "S^. 
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The actual monthly average prices from October, 1919, to June. 
1920, of 21 important brands of manufactured productls made up oi 
8 brands of cigarettes, 7 brands of smoking tobacco, and 6 brands of 
plug tobacco compared with the average prices for the 10 months end- 
ing December, 1919, and the first 6 months of 1920 are shown in 
the following table, as illustrating the changes in prices of manu- 
factured products : 



Table 17.- 



Average prices of cigarettes, smoking and plug tobaccos, to dealers,. 

October, 1919, to June, 1920. 





1919 






1920 


1920, 

6 
mos. 


10 
j mo8. 


Brand. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Mar. 


Apr. 


May. 


June. 


lending: 

Dec. 

31. 

1919. 


Cigarettes, per thou- 
sand: 
No.l 


$6.5506 
6.8749 
7.1366 
7.3751 
7.5631 
9.5948 
10.9367 
10.9417 

.6430 
.8388 
1.0250 
1.1450 
1.0639 
1.1541 
1.1082 

.6280 
.7758 
.8144 
.8002 
.8001 
1.1433 


$6. 8121 
7.1140 
7.4205 
7.5030 
7.5600 
9.3828 
10.9092 
10.9334 

.6634 
.8402 
1.0244 
1.1245 
1.0448 
1. 1573 
1.1403 

.6283 
.7737 
.8146 
.8030 
.8034 
1.1463 


r.l699 
7.3083 
7. 7748 
7.9456 
7.9823 
9.3687 

10. 7574 


t7.2lM 
7.3293 
7.8091 
7.9848 
7.9103 
9.7906 

10.4906 


$7.2303 
7.3524 
7. 8170 
7.9880 
7.9022 
9.4186 
10.5051 
10.9503 

.6547 
.8397 
1.0255 
1.0570 
1.0355 
1.1397 
1.1631 

.6320 
.7907 
.8147 
.8043 
.8123 
1. 1447 


$7. 2214 
7.3052 
7.8099 
7.9856 
7.9438 
9.8621 


r.2290 
7.3010 
7.8107 
7.9996 
7.9781 
9. 9795 


$7.2491 
7.3397 
7.8161 
7. 7516 
7.9108 
9.7593 


$7.2212 
7.3235 
7.8041 
7.9239 
7.9737 
9.9076 


$7.2305 
7.3247 
7.8112 
7.9171 
7.9398 
9.8(Ufi 


$6.6870- 


No.2 


6.6863 


No.3 


7.3024 


No.4 


7.2984 


No.5 


7.3453 


No.6 


0.4268 


No.7 


10. 2906 10. 3566 10. 2542 10. 3053 10. 3496 11. 0295- 


No.8 


10. 8770 10. 9229 


10. 9235 10. 9298*10. 8713 10. 727liin. 8R79 11. a<iAR. 


Smoking tobacco, per 
pound: 
No. 1 


.6731 
.8401 
1.0245 
1. 1301 
1.0390 
1.1429 
1. 1614 

.6275 
.7745 
.8148 
.8091 
.8097 
1.1432 


.6547 
• .8396 
1.0254 
1.0556 
1.0360 
1.1409 
1.1661 

.6320 
.7717 
.8133 
.8102 
.8100 
1. 1417 


.6602 


. 7756 


.8013 
.8387 
1.0256 
1.0555 
1.1004 
1. 1412 
1.2345 

.6291 
.7961 
.8141 
.8635 
.8639 
1.2367 


.8423 


-721fi 


.6818 


No.2 


.8392' .8404 
1.026r 1.0250 
1.06111 1.0563 
1.0565' 1.1006 


.8385 .8393 


.8391 


No.3 


1.0278 
1.0575 
1.1000 
1. 1581 
1.2346 

.6281 
.7998 
.8140 
.8661 
.8659 
1.2333 


1.0259 


I.OIA.'i 


No.4 


1.0573' 1-T.^^- 


No.5 


1.0696 
1. 1431 
1.1806 

.6297 
.7905 
.8141 
.8452 
.8453 
1.1997 


1. 0819 


No.6 


1.1402 
1.2045 

.6290 
.8036 
.8149 
.8552 
.8587 
1.1954 


1. 1414 
1.2284 

.6291 
.7966 
.8144 
.8639 
.8643 
1.2211 


1.1447 


No.7 


1. 1017 


Plug tobacco, per 
T>ound: 
No.l 


.6437 


No.2 


.7601 


No.3 


.8174 


No.4 


.7973: 


No.5 


.7964 


No.6 


1.1086- 







Cigarette prices have in most cases shown a gradual rise. In two 
cases the average for the first six months of 1920 is more than 60 
cents per 1,000 above the average for the 10 months in 1919. The 
prices for 1920, though, on two of the brands selected are actually 
lower than the 1919 prices. The rise in prices of smoking tobacco has- 
been more noticeable on the lower than on the higher priced brands, 
but on the whole has been gradual, and on two of the seven brands- 
the 1920 prices are below those for 1919. There has been no marked 
increase in the price of plug tobaccos during the period shown. Some 
evidence was obtained tending to show that steps were taken by at 
least some of the companies to oflPset the increased cost of leaf by 
the substitution of cheaper grades in certain brands of smoking 
tobaccos. 

Invoice prices in comparison with the costs of leaf, labor, total 
manufacturing and selling costs, and net profits for three brands of 
cigarettes, two brands of smoking tobacco, and two brands of plug^ 
tobacco for the period covered by the prices in the foregoing table are 
shown in the following : 
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Table 18. — Cigarette prices for selected brands compared with chief items of cost, 

[Average per thousand.] 





1919 


1920 


1920, 

6 
mos. 


10 

mos.. 

ended 

Dec. 

31, 

1919. 


Brand. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Mar. 


Apr. 


May. 


June. 


Brand No. 1. 
Invoice price 


19.5048 


19.3828 


19.3687 


19.7906 


$9.4186 


$9.8621 


$9.9795 


$9.7593 


$9.9076 


$9.8046 


$9.4268 






Factorv cost 


6.5684 
1.0637 


6.1457 
1.3564 


6.4550 
1.2356 


6.8709 
.9036 


6.5920 
.9212 


6.9008 
.6971 


6.9782 
.6319 


6.8270 
.7819 


7.0001 
L0632 


6.8754 
.8300 


6.6934 


Freirfit, selling, adver- 
tising 


1.0930 






Total cost 


7.6321 


7.5021 


7.6906 


7.7745 


7.5132 


7.5979 


7.6101 


7.6089 


8.0633 


7.7054 


7.7864 






Leaf cost 


2.5468 
.2063 


2.5184 
.2141 


2.9502 
.2181 


3.1561 
.1870 


3.1756 
.1857 


3. 1412 
.1803 


3.2426 
.1830 


3.1900 
.1806 


3.2419 
.1771 


3. 1972 
.1817 


2.9294 


Labor cost 


.1935 






Net profit or loss.. 


.8333 


.8199 


.6273 


.8928 


.8780 


1.0618 


1.0702 


.9393 


.6269 


.9063 


.5437 


Brand No. 8. 
Invoice price 


7.5631 


7.5600 


7.9823 


7.9103 


7.9022 


7.9438 


7.9781 


7.9108 


7.9737 


7.9398 


7.3453 






Factory cost 


5.5078 
.4395 


5.3971 
.5050 


5.8217 
.6035 


5.8568 
.6875 


5.9310 
.8705 


5.9280 
.6181 


5.9296 
.5534 


5.8677 
.5909 


5.9212 
.9665 


5.9043 
.7122 


5.4626 


Freight,selling, adver- 
tislne 


.6123 






Total cost 


5.9473 


5.9021 


6.4252 


6.5443 


6.8015 


6.5461 


6.4830 


6.4586 


ft. 8874 


6.6165 


6.0749 




1 




Leaf cost 


1. 7676 
.1935 


L7914 
.2023 


2.0369 
.2013 


2.1249 
.1917 


2.2056 
.1979 


2.1534 
.1989 


2. 1081 
.2026 


2.0752 
.1919 


2.1026 
.1953 


2. 1181 
.1961 


1.8615 


Labor cost 


.1942 






Net profit or loss. . 


.7326 


.7885 


.6264 


.4659 


.2141 


.4314 


.4910 


.4796 


.1053 


.3624 


.4294 


Brand No. S. 
Invoice price 


7.3751 


7.5030 


7.9456 


7.9848 


7.9880 


7.9856 


7.9996 


7.7516 


7.9239 


7.9171 


7.2984 






Factory cost 


5.3732 
.4175 


5.3588 
.5299 


5.4830 
.6234 


5.6072 
.7349 


5.6789 
.8719 


5.6726 
.6588 


5.6868 
.5379 


5.5590 
.4925 


5.6858 
.7023 


5.6415 
.6374 


5.3442 


Frei^ht,selling, adver- 

ifinjiig. ............... 


.5917 






Total cost 


5.7907 


5.8887 


6.1064 


6.3421 


6.5508 


6.3314 


6.2247 


6.0515 


6.3881 


6.2789 


5.9359 






Leaf cost 


L5337 
.2269 


L5679 
.2456 


L6506 
.2435 


1.8146 
.2007 


1.8472 
.1808 


1.8266 
.1756 


1.7964 
.1767 


1.8332 
.1716 


L8600 
.1685 


L8301 
.1770 


1.5240 


Labor cost 


.2121 






Net profit or loss.. 


.7132 


.7284 


< iMJifD 


.7204 


.5117 


.6775 


.7787 


.7398 


.5654 


.6759 


.496a 



Table 19. — Smoking tobacco prices for selected brands compared with chief 

items of cost. 

[Price per pound.] 





1919 


1920 


1920, 

6 
mos. 


10 
mos. 


Brand. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Mar. 


Apr. 


May. 


June. 


ended 

Dec. 

31, 

1919. 


Brand No. f . 
Invoice price 


$L1082 


$1,1403 


ti.iftii 


tl.lAAl 


$1. 1631 


si.^ru.'i 


$L2284 


$1.2345 


SI. 2346 


$L1806 


$1. 1017 




W-t i-»VK»|^-. -^--^^ WW 




1 




Factory cost 


.8461 
.2830 


.8528 
.3374 


.8682 
.3378 


.8970 

-1097 


.9614 
.1330 


.9790 
.1261 


1.0020 
.1805 


L0112 
.1310 


.9933 
.1443 


.9794 
.1463 


.8558 


Frei^t, selling, adver- 
ting 


.3007 








Total cost 


1.1291 


1.1902 


1.2060 


L0897 


L0944 


1. 1051 


1.1825 


1.1422 


1. 1376 


1.1257 


L156& 






Leaf cost 


.3534 
.0173 


.3675 
.0190 


.3670 
.0206 


.3983 
.0196 


.4635 
.0184 


.4832 
.0188 


.4842 
.0196 


.4885 
.0217 


.4451 
.0229 


.4815 
.0202 


.3636 


Labor cost 


.0170 






Net profit or loss . . 


-.0510 


-.0848 


-.1817 


-.0611 


-.0684 


-.0433 

1 


-.0994 


-.054a 


-\ 


s;;-.<5«§K\ 


U-.-^««» 
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Table 19. — Smoking tobacco prices for selected brands compared with chief 

item^ of cost — Continued. 





1919 


1920 


1920, 

6 
mos. 


10 
mos. 


Brand. 


Oct. 


Nov. 
10.6634 


Dec. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Mar. 


Apr. 


May. 


June. 


ended 
Dec. 

1919. 


Brand No. ft. 
fnvoice price 


$0.6430 


$0.6731 


10.6547 


10.6547 


10.6602 


$0.7756 


sn. »ni»;tn. 5U2.i 


$0. 7216 


$0.6818 






Factory cost 


.6890 
.0759 


.6956 
.0715 


.7216 
0697 


.6958 
.1069 


.7116 
.1128 


.7206 
.0927 


. 7913* - 74fifi 


.7245 
.1188 


.7308 
.1143 


.6989 


Freight, selling, adver- 


.1441 


.1306 


.1318 






Total cost 


.7649 


.7671 


.7913 


.8027 


.8244 


.8133 


.9354 


.8772 


.8433 


.8451 


.8257 






Leaf cost 


.2601 .2537 
. 0518 . 0515 


.2543 
. 051« 


.2504 
.0517 


.2667 
.0545 


.2602 
.0539 


.2574 
.0537 


.2622 .2380 
.0483 .0489 


.2571 
.0522 


.2486 


Labor cost 


.4617 




1 




Net profit or loss . . 


-. 1993 -. 1796 


-.2009 


-.2218 


-.2462 


-.2291 


-.2498 


-.1702 -.0997 


-.2072 


-.2231 



Table 20. — Plug tobacco prices for selected brands compared ivith chief items 

of cost. 

[Price per pound.] 





1919 


1920 


1920, 

6 
mos. 


10 
mo6. 


Brand. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


Jan. 


1 
Feb. 


Mar. 


Apr. 


May. 


June. 
$0.8659 


ended 

Dec. 

31, 

1919. 


Brand No. 1. 
Invoice price 


$0.8001 


$0.8034 


$0.8097 


$0.8100 


$0. 8123 


$0.8587 


$0.8643 


$0.8639 


$0.8453 


to 7CMU 






Factory cost 


.6044 
.0382 


.5995 
.0403 


.6085 
.0418 


.6107 
.0489 


.6159 
.0509 


.6340 
.0505 


.6508 
.0656 


.6514 
.0608 


.6435 
.0618 


.6339 
.0561 


.6158 


Freight, selling, adver- 
tising 


.0540 






Total cost 


.6426 


.6398 


.6503 


.6596 


.6668 




.6845 


.7164 


.7122 


.7053 


.6900 


.6698 






Leaf cost 


.3049 
.0204 


.3038 
.0206 


.3098 
.0209 


.3173 
.0207 


.3308 
.0234 


.3399 
.0241 


.3429 
.0250 


.3309 
.0234 


.3241 
.a235 


.3327 
.0268 


.3167 


Labor cost 


.0207 






Net profit or loss . . 


.0631 


.0689 


.0631 


.0551 


.0498 


.0732 


.0458 


.0496 


.0585 


.0557 


.0327 


Brand No. 2. 
Invoice price 


.8002 


.8030 


.8091 


.8102 


.8043 


.8552 


.8639 


.8635 


.8661 


.8452 


.7972 






Factory cost 


.5800 
.0354 


.5752 
.0380 


.5839 
.0405 


.5855 
.0472 


.5880 
.0468 


.6075 
.0492 


.6255 
.0577 


.6246 
.0518 


.6181 
.0573 


.6090 
.0518 


.5847 


Freight, selling, adver- 
tising 


.0465 






Total cost 


.61M 


.6132 


.6244 


.6327 


.6348 


.6567 


.6832 


.6764 


.6754 


.6608 


.6312 






Leaf cost 


.2799 
.0163 


.2797 
.0159 


.2859 
.0162 


.2907 
.0212 


.3050 
.0243 


.3115 
.0250 


.3130 
.0260 


.3105 
.0250 


.2985 
.0248 


.3051 
.0244 


.2840 


Labor cost 


.0211 






Net profit or loss . . 


.0904 


.0950 


.0895 


.0821 


.0756 


.0979 


.0785 


.0849 


.0884 


.0848 


.7190 



The comparisons show that while the increases in the cost of 
tobacco required to make 1,000 cigarettes in 1920 as compared with 
the average of 1919 ranged between 25 and 37 cents, the increases in 
prices of the manufactured cigarettes ranged from 64 cents to $1.11 
per thousand during the same period. It is also true of the selected 
brands of plug that the price increases have been greater than the 
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increases in leaf costs, but on one of the ^ades of smoking tobacco 
the increase in leaf cost was greater than the increase in price. Both 
brands of smoking show losses throughout the period. 

The difference between total costs and. selling price, so far as it is 
not accounted for by net pront, is made up of discoimts and allow- 
ances. On cigarettes these run from 80 cents to $1.30 per thousand; 
on smoking tobacco from 7 cents to 15 cents per pound, and on plug 
tobacco about 10 cents per pound. 

Snuff price increases have also been moderate as compared with 
the price increases of leaf tobacco and other commodities. For two 
companies, with combined sales of from 20,000,000 to 25,000,000 
pounds per year, the mean average yearly invoice price of snuff rose 
irom 47 cents per pound in 1915 and 1916 to 51 cents in 1917, 63 cents 
in 1918, 75 cents in 1919, and 79 cents for the first six months of 1920. 
It should be noted, however, that the internal-revenue tax on snuff 
was increased 5 cents per pound in 1917 and 5 cents more in 1919. 
The net profit of one of these companies, including profit from in- 
crease in market value over original cost of raw material, was 13 
cents per poimd in 1918, 10^ cents per pound in 1919, and for the first 
six months of 1920 about 12^ cents per pound. However, the figures 
for the six months' period in 1920 are not strictly comparable with 
those for 1919, in that taxes and other miscellaneous items are not 
included in the costs for later period. The monthly average invoice 
prices and net profits from October, 1919, to June, 1920, as compared 
with the averages for the year 1919 and the first half of 1920 on a 
representative brand of snuff, with annual sales of about 2,000,000 
pounds, are as follows : 





• 

1919 


1920 


Year 
1919. 




Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Mar. 


Apr. 


May. 


Tune. 


Invoice price per 
pound 


SO. 7317 
.0680 


SO. 7341 
.0617 


SO. 7429 
.0598 


SO. 7197 
.0391 


SO. 7281 
.0406 


Sa7361 
.0563 


SO. 7458 
.0251 


SO. 7571 
.1612 


SO. 7427 
.1354 


SO. 7165 
.0427 


Net profit per pound . 



Six 

months, 

1920. 



SO. 7384 
.0791 



In making these comparisons it is to be borne in mind that the 
costs are those shown Dy the books of the manufacturer, and are 
inflated by the inclusion of interest on money invested in leaf stocks 
and by interest on plant and fixtures. 
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Chapter III. 
CAUSES OF DECLINE. 

Section 1. IntrodnctioiL 

In this chapter is presented the information collected by the Com- 
mission with respect to the causes for the marked decline in prices 
paid for certain types of leaf tobacco during the season 1919-20 
shown in the preceaing chapter. It is believed that all of the causes 
mentioned have had some effect on prices for this period, although 
the direct effect of some during a given period is more difficult to 
determine than others. In order that the question might be con- 
sidered from all angles, the important manufacturers and dealers 
were requested to state their views regarding the matter as well 
as the smaller dealers, warehousemen, and others acquainted with 
the conditions prevailing at that time. 

The large users of tobacco state there were several factors that 
contributed to the decline. Among those mentioned were the follow- 
ing: (a) The accumulation of foreign low-grade tobaccos, which 
became available during last season, when steamer space could be 
had to move them to European markets; (h) the decline in foreign 
exchange rates; (c) the general financial conditions in this country; 
and (d) the large crop of dark-fired tobacco in Kentucky and Ten- 
nessee and the large hurley crop last year, together with an overpro- 
duction of the low grades in these types. In other words, it was 
largely a question of supply and demand. 

Many of the warehousemen, growers, and others acquainted with 
the selling end of the leaf -tobacco business in the localities affected 
also stated that the factors mentioned above had an important bearing 
on the question. The decline in foreign-money values and the over- 
production of the low grades in the two types mentioned were reasons 
generally given. However, there were many who, though admitting 
that these factors may have had some effect on the market, stated that 
the " in and out " buying by some of the large companies was also an 
important factor. Some thought only a few of the large companies 
were to blame, while others went so far as to state there was collusion 
between the large companies and that conditions were not far different 
than existed prior to the dissolution of the combination. 

It has been the purpose of the Commission, therefore, to supplement 
the reasons given by both the buyer and the seller with data from all 
available sources. 

Section 2. Overproduction of low grades. 

One of the most general reasons given for the decline in prices last/' 
season is that a larger portion of the dark western and hurley type^ 
were of inferior quality. It is also stated that these crops were larger^ 
last year than usual, and although the correct data regarding produc- 
tion last year are not as yet available, it appears to be true regarding 
the dark western crop. (See Table 1.) 
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The following will indicate to some extent how general the belief 
was that these two crops were not up to standard as to quality. An 
officer of an important company whicn buys all types of tobacco stated 
the following regarding the dark-fired western crop : 

The dark-fired western crop production In 1919 was the largest ever grown. 
It is estimated that it produced in excess of 205,000,000 pounds. The total 
crop has not yet been sold. Therefore accurate figures are not available ; the 
production is not far from this figure. In addition to this large yield, it was 
a very inferior crop, there being a smaller percentage of good tobacco than 
has been produced in this section for many years. The decline in fired 
western has been entirely on the low grades. The better grades suitable for 
spinner and cigar purposes have maintained through the entire crop the 
highest prices ever obtained for such type since the Civil War, but, as stated, 
the percentage of these good grades has been so small that they have not had 
any material effect on the general average of the whole crop. 

With regard to the hurley crop in this respect, an officer of one of 
the large manufacturing companies stated : 

The only grades of tobacco which showed a substantial decline were grades 
of hurley which have heretofore found their market in foreign countries. It 
developed during the marketing season for the 1919 crop that the foreign 
purchasers of these grades were not in the market. The drop showed a large 
quantity of these common tobaccos and, with the regular purchasers thereof 
out of the market, nothing could have been expected but a substantial decline 
in price. 

The following statements from persons acquainted with the tobacco 
sold on various markets in the sections which suffered from a decline 
in prices are also of interest. A representative of a firm that buys 
principally for export stated, in substance that the drop^ in prices 
was due to several causes, among them being excess of common 
tobacco in the crops of 1918 and 1919, this being the grade that is 
usually exported. 

In an interview with the president of a warehouse company located 
at Hopkinsville, Ky., he stated : 

I think the basis of the decline in prices was the condition of foreign trade 
and too large a crop — a large percentage of the 1919-20 crop was poor tobacco. 

In the same connection a dealer at Bowling Green, Ky., said : 

Cause of decline is due to inferior tobacco and overproduction. 

Again, a dealer at Springfield, Texin., said : 

Good tobacco held up in price all season, but much of the crop was common, 
and for this there was not suflacient demand, which caused a decline. 

An officer of a warehouse company located at Glasgow Jimction, 
Ky., said : 

There is an oversupply and too many common grades in this country. 

The secretary of a warehouse company operating at Horse Cave, 
Ky., admitted that the crop was inferior. Me stated, in substance, 
as follows : 

I know we had the meanest crop that I ever saw. No question about that ; 
but, on the other hand, the good tobacco declined as well as the mean tobacco. 

The manager of a warehouse company located at Eipley, Ohio, 
stated, in respect to his opinion regarding the causes of the decline 
last season : 

The crop was larger than the majority of the people supposed. It had a large 
X)ercentage of common grades. 
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Of the same nature is a statement of a dealer located at Mays- 
ville, Ky. : 

The decline in price was due to the fact that there was a large percentage of 
common grades and to the tightness of money. 

A warehouseman located at Georgetown, Ohio, stated that — 

The Inferior quality of the tobacco last year had something to do with the 
drop in the price, bilt that fact alone was not sufficient to cause it to drop as 
low as it did. 

It will be noted that the comments above were from many of the 
important marketing points at which prices were aflfected. (See 
Table 7, p. 21.) The contention made is further borne out by the 
local market comment published in many of the trade journals. The 
following from an article appearing in a trade journal under date 
of February 26, 1920, is in pomt : 

About 75 per cent of the dark-fired tobacco grown in Kentucky is exported 
and about 10 per cent (mostly common) of the hurley crop of the State is sent 
abroad normally. Although export dealers in Louisville say their business has 
been materially affected by the exchange weakness, this has not been the only 
cause of the present low prices for common tobacco. The 1919 crop consisted 
largely of inferior weed and the markets have been flooded with those tj^es. 
(Tobacco, Feb. 26, 1920, p. 12.) 

It is contended, however, that the better grades of tobacco suffered 
to the same extent. If so, it must have been confined to a few markets. 
In Tables 8 and 13 (see pp. 22, 25) it was shown that the decline was 
much greater for the low grades of hurley and dark western than for 
the better grades. This is further borne out in the following state- 
ment in which the average prices of four selected grades in 1919 are 
compared with the average prices of the same grades in 1918. Three 
large manufacturing companies are represented in this statement, all 
of which operated on most of the important hurley markets. 











[C( 


3nts per pound.] 






• 








Grade I. 


Grade II. 


Grade ITT. 


Grade IV. 


Year. 


Com- 
pany 


Com- 
pany 
2. 


Com- 
pany 
3. 


Com- 
pany 


Com- 
pany 
2. 

• 


Com- 
pany 
3. 


Com- 
pany 
1. 


Com- 
pany 
2. 


Com- 
pany 
3. 


Com- 
pany 
1. 


Com- 
pany 
2. 


Com- 
pany 
3. 


1918 


69.3 
96.4 


76.9 
94.1 




35.9 
38.9 


38.4 
42.2 


37.4 
40.5 


29.9 
29.0 


29.9 
29.7 


33.3 
32.0 


19.6 
15.6 


24.5 
21.8 


21.2 


1919 


14.2 







It will be noted from the above that the average prices paid by 
all of the companies for the two higher grades were considerably 
higher in 1919 than in 1918, while the average prices paid for Grade 
III were slightly lower for each of the companies ^own, and for 
Grade IV materially lower in 1919 as compared with 1918. The 
bulk of the hurley production in this country is used by the large 
tobacco manufacturing companies, although some of the lower grades 
are purchased by dealers for export purposes, and a smaller quan- 
tity IS also used by the snuff companies. 

In the dark-fired regions the bulk of the crop is purchased by 
dealers buying for export, and by the snuff companies. Only one 
of the large tobacco-manuiacturing companies purchases as much as 
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10,000,000 pounds of this type. The bulk of the crop is purchased 
for export. Naturally, therefore, if the export demand was lessened, 
that fact would be reflected in the prices for those particular grades. 

It is stated that during the war large stores of tobacco accumu- 
lated in South America, the Dutch Colonies, the East Indies, and the 
southern European countries, and as soon as steamer space was 
available much of it was sent to the European markets. A large 
percentage of this tobacco was common grades and sold at low 
prices. It is known that some of the countries that usually pur- 
chased American tobacco were not in the market last year, or, at least, 
only part of the season. For example, Spain, which as a rule pur- 
chases around 20,000,000 pounds of dark fired and low grades from 
the air-cured sections of Kentucky, was out of the market practically 
all of last year. By referring to Table 2, page 11, it will be 
noted that during the year ending December 31, 1919, 24,271,000 
pounds of leaf tobacco were exported to that country, which con- 
sisted largely of tobacco purchased from the 1918 crop. Of this 
amount, about 15,000,000 pounds were exported during the first 
eight months of the year, while, during the corresponding period 
this year, only about 2,400,000 pounds were exported. During the 
first eight months of 1918 about 505,000,000 pounds ,of leaf tobacco 
were exported from this country, as compared with only 319,000,000 
pounds for the same period in 1920. The hesitancy of some of the 
large regie buyers in buying their requirements last season is 
shown in the discussion of the effect in the decline in exchange 
rates. (See p. 38.) 

There is also some CAddence that at certain points the better grades 
were marketed early in the season. Wherever this occurred it would 
account to some extent for the low average prices for the latter part 
of the season. An official of an organization buying hurley for one 
of the large manufacturing companies stated in a letter dated 
December 20, 1919, the following : 

There has been a decided falling off as a whole of the character of offerings 
due, I think, largely to the fact that farmers have stripped out their early cut 
tobaccos, which were the best in their crop, and rushed them to market on the 
high prices, which was as a whole from 25 to 30 per cent of the crop, and it 
appears that as soon as these tobaccos are marketed the offerings will dete- 
riorate rapidly, and I think on quite a few markets the deterioration has 
already developed to some extent and en others very much. 

A little later I look for offerings to be quite common and composed largely 
of late cut tobaccos which will not show a great deal of color, but which 
doubtless will contain a good deal of medium tobaccos and very common low 
grades, and if you enter the market after the first of the year I believe you 
will be enabled to buy a line of fillers cheaper and to better advantage than 
at the opening of the market. 

This is further corroborated by the instructions issued by certain 
companies in February to bujrers tc be careful and hold to the good 
character tobacco as the quality of the tobacco offered was " drop- 
ping off." 

Mention might also be made here that the lack of a uniform sys- 
tem of grading is harmful in many ways. Dealers complain that 
unscrupulous growers increase the weight of their product by adding 
moisture and foreign substances, and also by attempting to deceive 
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the purchaser as to the quality of their offerings. The latter prac- 
tice is usually termed nesting. It might also be stated that where 
tobacco is sold in hogsheads the packer does not always put tobacco 
of uniform quality in the container. On the hogshead markets three 
samples are taken from the container — ^i. e., one from near the top, 
another from near the middle, and the other from the bottom. On 
the other hand, the grower contends that he has no assurance that his 
crop of a certain grade brings its value as compared with the same 
grade of another grower. This is due to the tact that each buyer 
following his own ideas as to grades, uses markings which convey no 
meaning to the seller. Many of those interviewed stated that they 
knew of cases where the crops of certain growers would be run up 
to above their real value. In a few cases, it was stated that one 
could employ a buyer or warehouseman to run up his tobacco if he 
was willing to pay for it, the usual charge for such service being $1 
per hundred pounds. 

All in all, it would seem that the difficulties presented might be 
corrected by the enactment of a Federal law providing for a uniform 
^stem of grading leaf tobacco. The Bureau of Markets of the 
United States Department of Agriculture now has under considera- 
tion a plan looking to some system of uniform grading and classifica- 
tion in connection with the Federal warehouse act. (39 U. S. Stat., 
466, as amended by 41 U. S. Stat., 234, 266.) Hearings during the 
month of October, 1920, were held at various points, but the depart- 
ment's conclusions have not as yet been made public. 

Section 3. Exchange rates. 

The World War produced an effect never before approached in 
the history of finance. During the war loans by the United States 
to its Allies were of such magnitude and business so restricted as 
to keep the exchange rate within bounds. There was an enormous 
increase in paper-money circulation in all the European belligerent 
countries, except Great Britain, and even there the issue of currency 
notes with but small gold cover injected an abnormal mass of paper 
money into circulation. This inflation is directly reflected in the 
rates of exchange which have obtained during the period under con- 
sideration, and another unfailing factor is the pressure due to the 
large balance of trade in favor of the United States as compared with 
those countries. 

The following tables and diagrams, compiled by the Federal Re- 
serve Board, display the movement of exchange rates for the period 
October, 1918, to October, 1920, inclusive, belligerent and neutral 
countries being shown separately : 
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It will be noted Uiat there was a, Bteady decline in the pound 
sterling from January, 1919^ to March, 1920. For the period covered 
by the table the lowest rate, i. e., 66.22 per cent, was reached in March, 
1920, recovering a few points in the same month, hovering around 
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the same mark during the months of April, June, and July, and again 
beginning to decline in August, 1920. Both the French franc and 
the Italian lire show the same general tendency except that the low 
point for each was reached in April, 1920, with a slight recovery in 
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the same month, and beguming another decline in the month of 
August. The difficulty is not confined to any one country. The de- 
preciation of esdiange is noticeable on the part of practically all. 
The discussion has been confined chiefly to England, France, and 



Italy, because those countries are the most potent factors in the ex- 
portation of tobacco from the United States. 

The table shows the difficulty under which the foreign buyer 
labored when making purchases in the United States. The cost of 
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commodities purchased with either pounds, francs or lires automati- 
cally increased in proportion to the depreciation of the country's 
money on the exchange market in the United States. This increased 
cost of commodities purchased in the United States could not but 
result in lessening the demand for tobacco for foreign consumption. 

Representatives of foreign buyers in this country and in Europe, 
dealers with established connections, intermittent dealers, specula- 
tors, and everyone connected with the tobacco trade accord in saying 
that the low exchange value of foreign monev was an ever increasing 
factor in lessening the demand for tobacco lor foreign consumption. 

A buyer for one of the large concerns at Louisville, Ky., during 
an interview with an examiner for the Commission, stated : 

The rate of exchange was against the purchase of American tobacco by 
European dealers. 

A buyer at Owensboro, Ky., said : 

The condition of foreign exchange and the excess of common grades toward 
the end of the season were potent factors in the prices. 

A large independent dealer at Mayfield, Ky., said : 

The decline of foreign exchange rendered it extremelj' difficult for an ind^ 
pendent operator to enter the market with any degree of safety. He could not 
tell what his tobacco would bring if it was of the export type. 

A large buyer at Henderson, Ky., dealing mostly in tobacco for 
export to England, said : 

The rate of exchange is simply prohibitive. 

A buyer for one of the domestic snuff companies upon being inter- 
viewed, stated : 

In my opinion the rate of exchange prevented tobacco bringing a higher 
price. It certainly must have caused a great deal of trouble to foreigners de- 
siring to purchase our tobacco. 

The secretary and treasurer of one of the companies buying on the 
Owensboro market stated : 

I attribute the slump in price to low foreign exchange. 

A dealer at Springfield, Term., said : 

The causes for the decline were exchange conditions aided by the fact that 
Spain bought no tobacco at all in this territory. 

A buyer for one of the large snuff companies with field quarters 
at HopkinsviUe, Ky., said : 

The only explanation I can offer for the price decline in general was foreign 
conditions, low exchange rates, and less buying by foreign interests. There 
was a surplus of common tobacco and a larger crop than usual. 

The manager for another organization buying for one of the 
domestic snuff companies at HopkinsviUe, said : 

I feel the break in price was largely due to conditions of finance abroad. 

These expressions are characteristic of remarks made by informed 
people throughout the territory, and correspondence examined indi- 
cates a sensing of this condition from the very beginning of the 
season covering the 1919 crop. 

The effects of these exchange conditions were intensified in some 
districts and ameliorated in others by local conditions. 
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Crop estimates by the Department of Agriculture for the States 
of Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and Virginia appear 
to have exerted an important influence on prices. The crop estimates 
of the department for this territory for the period July 1, 1919, to 
December 1, 1919, are as follows : 

Pounds. 

July 1, 1919 564,000,000 

Aug. 1, 1919 486,000,000 

Sept. 1, 1919 , 446, 000, 000 

Oct. 1, 1919 448, 000, 000 

Nov. 1, 1919 456, 000, 000 

Dec. 1, 1919 , ^- 539,000,000 

Tobacco sales in Georgia and South Carolina opened in July, but 
the price offered was so low as to fail to move the crop. On July 1 
the Bureau of Crop Estimates of the Department of Agriculture, as 
shown in the above statement, placed the estimated production in 
these four States at 564,000,000 pounds. During the month excessive 
rains were reported as injuring much of the crop in the field, from 
which fears of a probable shortage arose, and on August 1 the crop 
estimate was reduced to 486,000,000 pounds, a decrease of 78,000,000 
pounds. It was then looked upon as assured that the crop would be 
short, with the result that the Georgia and South Carolina markets 
showed a continued increase from the low opening price, despite a 
continued lowering in the value of foreign exchange. Three-quarters 
of this crop was purchased before September 1, 1919, at which time 
the pound sterling was approximately 90 per cent of par. 

In North Carolina the price received by the producer showed a 
continual rise from the opening in July, 1919, until December 1, 1919, 
at which time 85 per cent of the farmers' crop had been sold. 

Vir^nia buying begins in September, and from the first there was 
a contmued rise in the price paid, until January, 1920, at which time 
the farmers had sold 88 per cent of their crop. 

The rise in price on the Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, 
and Virginia markets occurred in the face of continual decline in 
exchange and may be attributed to the fear of short production, as 
evidenced in the crop estimates above referred to, as well as to the tact 
that in North Carolina and Virginia more competition is furnished 
by the American demand and in a certain degree by those foreign 
countries which use a portion of the tobaccos grown in those States. 

Using the figures published by the Department of Agriculture as a 
basis, 44 per cent of the total crop raised in Georgia, South Carolina, 
North Carolina, and Virginia is purchased by the two largest English 
companies, and it is estimated that the total of all other exports is not 
more than 16 per cent. Of this 16 per cent, probably 6 per cent addi- 
tional goes to England, thus leaving but 10 per cent to be distributed 
among other foreign countries. It would seem that for the crop 
grown in these States the effect of the exchange rate is limited or con- 
trolled by the conditions existing in the English market, in which 
country money conditions were better than in other European coun- 
tries importing tobacco grown in the United States. From July to 
November, 1919, inclusive, the high point (per cent of par) for ex- 
change shows the following decline for England, France, and Italy : 
England, from 93.91 to 85.53; France, from 79.77 to 58.58; Italy, 
from 65.83 to 51.60. 
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The feared shortage naturally accelerated competition between the 
large American and English interests at least until the greater por- 
tion of their requirements had been obtained, and the result seems 
to warrant the conclusion that it outweighed the continued decline 
in the exchange value of foreign money. 

It was not until December, 1919, that the Bureau of Crop Esti- 
mates published figures which relieved the fear of a shortage in this 
crop. North Carolina markets did not suffer therefrom, but there 
was a slight recession in the price paid in Virginia. 

During this time, however, the rate of exchange was exerting a 
deciding influence on the market, however, little it may be apparent 
in the price received by the farmer. In a communication written by 
one large dealer to another under date of December 18, 1918, is found 
the following: 

There has been a decline in prices on the bright markets during the past 
week, owing to the crop being some larger than was anticipated and to the low 
price of exchange, and we think also to some little uneasiness about money 
matters; in other words, a combination of circumstances. 

In the latter part of December, 1919, after his return from Great 
Britian and the Continent, where he had gone to sell tobacco, a large 
exporting firm wrote one of its branches as follows : 

Conditions in Europe are anything but good and healthy, and this, in conjunc- 
tion with the present rate of exchange, will, in my opinion, seriously handicap 
the export business, at least until there is a great improvement in the present 
rate of exchange. European merchants certainly can not afford and will not 
purchase anything whatever from this country under the present rate of ex- 
change unless they are absolutely compelled to do so. 

For the purpose of this section the crop grown in Kentucky may 
be separated into five-types, i. e., hurley, stemming, Green River, one 
sucker, and dark fired, which types, to a certain extent, are confined 
to districts. 

Very nearly all high and medium ^ade burley is sold for consump- 
tion in this country. The burley district around Lexington, Pans, 
and other places in Kentucky produce a crop of fine quality, which, 
being in demand by the domestic trade, was not directly affected by 
the exchange rate. On the other hand, the eastern portion of the 
burley district, commonly referred to as the hill counties (lying east 
of Lexington, Ky.), had an unusually poor crop, and a major por- 
tion of me tobacco raised was of poor quality and unfit for the 
domestic trade. The burley sent abroad under normal conditions is 
seldom, if ever, as much as 10 per cent of the total burley crop, but 
in 1919 the unfavorable conditions existing in the hill counties 
showed an overproduction of the common or low-grade burley, with 
the result that the market for this type of tobacco was glutted, thus 
permitting the exchange factor full sway so far as common burley 
is concerned. It was evident with respect to the tobacco grown in 
that section of the country, there being no strong foreign demand 
for these low grades, a decline in price was inevitable without relation 
to the unfavorable exchange conditions. The difficulty experienced 
by reason of the adverse exchange conditions had no material effect 
on that portion of the crop composed of the high and medium grades. 

The selling season in Kentucky begins early in December, in which 
month the high point in exchange in 1919 was as follows for England, 
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France, and Italy: 81.94 per cent for England, 52.23 per cent for 
France, 41.98 per cent for Italy. 

It will be noted that the figures show a material decline. As early 
as November, 1919, it was apparent that the export trade would be 
affected as shown by the statement of a factor tor one of the large 
United States dealers writing from Belgium as follows : 

Outside of X and Y, there are no other buyers on bnr market, owing to un- 
favorable rates of exchange, which prevents us from exporting our goods 
through Germany and making you remittance. 

The following is taken from a letter written December 11, 1919, 
by a party in Belgium to a large exporter in the United States : 

Now the situation is this, that none of our friends can send you the money 
for the moment at actual rate of exchange, $1' equaling Hi francs, which 
means a loss of $200 to $300 per hogshead. 

And in the same letter : 

It becomes necessary that rates of exchange be settled else people in Europe 
can not continue to take goods from the United States. 

In the same correspondence is found a reply to the above under 
date of January 23 containing the following expression : 

We realize the question of exchange rates is an obstacle in the way of con- 
ducting business, but we sincerely hope some means will be provided to estab- 
lish the value of Belgian money to something like its normal value. 

The dark-leaf territory covering certain districts in western Ken- 
tucky and western Tennessee will now be considered. The tobaccos 
raised here are known as stemming or Henderson, one sucker, and 
dark fired. Except for the one-sucker type, the export trade has 
the greatest weight in the marketing of these tobaccos. Of the stem- 
ming or Henderson types, Great Britain is the largest buyer and sets 
the market. By reference to the exchange tables above it will be 
noted that Great Britain suffered less than the other countries which 
had to contend with adverse exchange conditions. For this reason 
the decline in price for stemming or Henderson tobaccos was not as 
noticeable as in those parts of Kentucky and Tennessee farther west 
known as the dark patch. The effect of the rate of exchange was 
greater here — ^the dark patch — than elsewhere. 

One of the large English exporters operating in the stemming dis- 
trict said that in view of the adverse exchange conditions it is sur- 
prising that it was possible to find the money to pay the prices at 
which the market opened, and that if the price of tobacco had con- 
tinued at the same high level it would have been necessary for them 
to withdraw from the market. Another large English exporter said 
that the question of exchange was a serious problem during the entire 
season; that from the first it was hoped that conditions would im- 
prove, but this never occurred ; and that with the prevailing rate of 
exchange increasing the cost of tobacco to consumers, it is to be 
wondered that as much tobacco was bought from the 1919 crop. 

The application of the adverse exchange conditions was seen most 
clearly in what is termed the dark patch, where 75 to 85 per cent of 
the crop is grown for export. About the only domestic buyers here 
are the snuff companies and manufacturers of plug chewing tobacco. 
The domestic trade is not sufficiently large to materially influence the 
price of the crop, and as a consequence prices are limited by the price 
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which the foreign market can pay. In this territory it is also to be 
noted that the English demand is not the potent factor. The largest 
buyers of this dark patch tobacco are the French, Italian, and 
Spanish regies. The Spanish regie, a varying factor, some years 
purchasing about 20,000,000 pounds of this tobacco, did not enter the 
market for any of the 1919 crop. The French and Italian regies 
were thus left to set the market and the prices paid show a continual 
decline. For the first few weeks of the season farmers held their 
tobacco and there was some fluctuation in prices, but after the first of 
the year there was a gradual and continued reduction for the market 
as a whole. 

The Italian regie evidenced hesitation from the very outset and its 
purchases were spasmodic and irregular. Financial difficulties, in- 
tensified by the continued fall in exchange, together with the hope 
that conditions would be better is given as the cause for their posi- 
tion. At one time the outlook was very adverse and the withdrawal 
of all buyers from the market was seriously considered. On Feb- 
ruary 11, 1920, the Italian regie transmitted the following cablegram 
to its representative in this country : 

Considering the very high rate of exchange 1 ask you kindly', 1 pray you, to 
examine the opportunity, owing to our present stock, to stop purchases of Ken- 
tucky tobacco for the time being. 

(Signature.) 

To this a reply was sent that the Italian buying organization 
could not be kept intact if they were withdrawn from the market, 
and the regie was advised this would result in placing the tobacco 
in the hands of speculators, so that later on they would be without 
an organization, without tobacco, and at the mercy of the speculator. 
The Italian re^e then advised that under the conditions it might 
be well to continue in a moderate way. The buving, however, was 
not sufficient to avoid leaving the situation in the hands of the buyers 
for the French r^rie, and the Italian purchases were not systematic, 
continuous, or of large amount until April, 1920. During this time, 
however, there was a certain amount of competition furnished the 
French buyers from independent local dealers and speculators, but 
these buyers when offering their purchases to the foreign market 
were immediately confronted with the difficulty attendant upon the 
adverse exchange conditions, and, as buyers of this type are usually 
of limited resources, their difficulties became greater as the season 
progressed, owing to the continued fall of the exchange value. 

In the latter part of February, 1920, a large exporter of Kentucky 
tobacco was solicited for an increased order, and his reply was in the 
negative, saying : 

The above decision is the result of the rate of exchange. You must consider 
it as definitive. 

In response thereto, the party attempting the sale replied : 

I am not surprised, because the rate of exchange is really prohibitive ; how- 
ever, exchange rates may become more favorable. 

A letter addressed to a dealer from an exporter m Antwerp, under 
date of February 5, 1920, contained the following : 

The prices look very cheap to us, but owing to excessive exchange rates every- 
one in our trade is disgusted and nobody willing to lose more money. 
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During February, 1920, the condition of the export trade became 
serious. Independent dealers and speculators were laboring under a 
severe strain, and the trade papers generally attributed the lessening 
demand to what was termed " demoralized exchange rates." 

Unlike the bright district, and to a lesser degree the hurley dis- 
trict, it had been evident from the very first that there would be 
an overproduction of dark-patch tobaccos; therefore the exchange 
factor was unhampered in its application. 

During the latter part of February, 1920, an attempt was made by 
a large dealer to sell a certain lot of lugs to one of the regie repre- 
sentatives, and a portion of the letter containing the offer is as 
follows : 

My reason for asking is that, on account of the decline in the market ami 
the unfavorable exchange rates, we can not sell these lugs at what we first 
supposed we could get for them. Belgium is our largest outlet for lugs, and 
the Belgian people can not buy a i)ound of tobacco because of prohibition of 
exchange rates. 

On March 4, 1920, a letter from Switzerland, addressed to an 
exporter of tobaccos in this country, contains the following: 

In a general way our manufacturers are not inclined to pay the prevailing 
high prices and they have decided in their associations to renounce all buying 
until the prices are again reasonable and they are forced to buy from lack of 
tobacco. That is very serious, and we will have to accommodate ourselves to 
this situation. *   Do you think the American consumption will be able 
to absorb the whole 1919 crop and that the high level of prices can be main- 
tained? I don't think that the Italian and the French r^ies wiU buy big quan- 
tities if they have to pay 18 lires or 15 francs for a dollar; even the Swiss 
manufacturers, who have to pay but 0.630 franc feel it hard to purchase the 
dollars. In 1918 they had to pay only 0.4 franc and less. 

In an attempt to evade the exchange rate many European buyers 
sent Canadian securities to the United States to pay for tobacco, 
and exporters who sold large quantities of tobacco to foreign coun- 
tries found it difficult to collect money for the shipments, some of 
it being returned to the United States. This reflects in a manner the 
strain imder which the export trade was operating. 

The exchange rate experienced a decided break in March and April 
and dealers in this country then lost hope for a betterment of con- 
ditions, as is evidenced by a letter from an exporter to his factor in 
Belgium, which is in part as follows : 

Everyone realizes the depression of foreign exchange from all countries, and 
until their credits can be built up to offset their heavy indebtedness there is 
nothing to Indicate a material relief. 

The following is taken from a letter of a large English operator 
addressed to his buyer in Kentucky, under date of March 6, 1920 : 

The general situation Is most regrettable. Evidently the entire trouble is 

due to the inability of European countries to buy American tobacco, owing to 

the very low price of their money in exchange for American money.    

It has been entirely too low grade for our consideration, notwithstanding the 

very low price at which It has sold. Unfortunately, none can foresee when 

foreign counties, whose money is so depressed that they can not trade at 

present in this country, will be able to resume business in American tobacco. 
* * • 

British exchange in this country has fallen 30 per cent as compared with 
normal, and it therefore follows that British manufacturers can not afford to 
buy more than their actual needs. We can not afford to buy materially more 
tobacco than we require, even at present prices, which certainly are ver^ 



48 THE TOBACCO INDUSTRY. 

much more attractive than the prices paid by ns earlier in the season, or, I 
may say» for the majority of our purchases up until now, and therefore, we 
are unable to stabilize prices by ourselves. 

In a letter from the representative ol one of the regies to the 
Commission is the following : 

The demand for tobacco for export has been greatly affected by the general 
economic conditions which prevail in Europe for the last two years, and which 
have resulted in a scarcity of credit and in exceedingly and persistently un- 
favorable rates of exchange. I believe that, if in 1019, when the conditions 
were already bad, there had not been the hope that an improvement of some 
sort could be expected in a comparatively short time, the decline of the tobacco 
market for export would have taken place earlier. 

As far as we are concerned, we had been considering already in 1919 a cur- 
tailment of our orders; but we gave up the idea. In 1920 our first order was 
small, and the following ones have been given very cautiously, little by little, 
and at strictly limited prices. Except for the decline, we should have stopped 
buying. The decline has certainly been important on the Kentucky market; 
but, however, it has been entirely too small to compensate in our case the 
increase of the rate of exchange.  *  

Under date of April 24, 1920, a large New York firm wrote its 
Kentucky representative as follows: 

We have been unsuccessful in developing any material amount of business 
in Europe in any kind of tobacco recently. There is no demand from Copen- 
hagen office, and Antwerp seems to be in about the same shape. As a matter 
of fact, he has on hand in Antwerp and here most of the tobacco that we sent 
to him during the fall and winter, and it is an enormous quantity scattered 
over the wharves, piers, barges, and exposed to the weather and all other 
hazards up and down the coast for 4 miles, and there is not enough of it mov- 
ing to make an impression. Mr. Blank writes us he does not know what we are 
going to do because there is no place to store the tobacco and we may have to 
ship it back to America for storage. He says that  *  (mentioning a 
competitor) and other peoples tobaccos are in the same fix and worse, even — spiled 
up in loose leaf state out of the hogsheads and hopelessly mixed * * *. I 
doubt if we can undertake to operate extensively until we get some of our 
money out of Europe.  *  I do not want to discourage you, but we are 
not at the moment in position to do business except sell. 

The records of the investigation are replete with expression of 
like tenor. There does not seem to be the slightest question but that 
the rates of exchange were a powerful factor in the handling of the 
1919 crop, though as shown in this section the effect was not the same 
in all districts. 

Section 4. Financial conditions in this country. 

Many of those acquainted with the tobacco situation gave as one 
of the reasons contributing to the decline the financial conditions 
prevailing in this country during last season, especially the latter 
part of the year. The decline in exchange, together with other con- 
ditions resulting from the war, naturally affected the money situa- 
tion, and credits were limited as a result. That this limitation of 
credits had a marked effect on prices is shown by statements of those 
acquainted with conditions. A few of the statements in this regard 
will be reviewed here. 

An important manufacturer in commenting on the reasons for the 
decline in prices last year, among other things, stated : 

I assume that the unfortunate status of exchange rates between this and for- 
eign countries was largely responsible for the absence of the foreign purchasers, 
and naturally the high money rates prevailing in this country at the time served 
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to restrict the operations of domestic tobacco dealers, if any there were who 
might have been disposed to purchase these tobaccos heavily in the hope that 
a stronger market for same would develop in foreign countries at a later date. 

A buyer for a large manufacturing company also stated : 

Tight money and the shutting down of the Federal reserve on loaning money 
was also a factor in bringing down prices. 

In an interview with a dealer located at Cincinnati, Ohio, he stated 
substantially as follows : 

' The break in the market was due to tight money. In buying tobacco, credit 
is a very necessary thing, and when the banks shut down lending the specu- 
lators money it has an effect upon the market, because they can not buy without 
money or credit. 

Referring to the causes for the decline in price, an officer of a ware- 
house company located at Owensboro, Ky., said : 

• I rather believe it is from money conditions — tightness of the money market 
in the United States. The rate to farmers here is 6 per cent, but the money 
itself is scarce. 

In the same connection a tobacco grower of Springfield, Ky., 
summed up his reasons, given as follows : 

I think the low price of tobacco is due to an overproduction of tobacco and 
the general money market — can't get money at a cheap rate of interest — and 
the fall of exchange abroad. Congress has not granted enough credit to Eu- 
ropean nations for buying this low-grade tobacco. 

An official of a company with headquarters at Owensboro, Ky., 
dealing in tobacco stated substantially as follows : 

About the time the market began to break was the time money got so tight. 
I believe that the tightness of the money market had a lot to do with the 
decline in prices. 

Many others expressed their opinion in about the same manner as 
is quoted above. 

This situation had a tendency to lower prices in two ways: (1) 
That dealers and speculators were restricted in buying, thus reducing 
<^mpetition, and (2) in many cases, when the situation became acute, 
growers having borrowed money on their crop sold at whatever 

5 rices they could obtain. The two phases of the question will be 
iscussed in order. 

During the early part of the season conditions had not reached the 
point that dealers were materially affected thereby. However, it 
appears that some of those dealing in hurley tobacco were affected, as 
will be seen by the following excerpt from a letter of an important 
manufacturing company to its head buyer : 

I do not think you need to have any fears now from speculators, especiaUy 
those who do an export business, as I was reliably informed when in New York 
that the export business was practically dead on both leaf and cigarettes, and 
that European cigarette manufacturers are now working on half time. New 
York banks are also refusing to loan money for speculating purposes; I know 
that some of the leaf men have recently been turned down who expected to make 
considerable purchases in Kentucky in case there should be a break in the 
burley markets. 

While it is probably true that this class of dealers did not take a 
very large percentage of the offerings, still the fact remains that when 
they are on the market competition is very much stimulated. 

32338—21 4 
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It is believed that this condition had as great, if not greater, effect 
on prices for the dark types. An important dealer telegraphed an 
affiliated company at Louisville, Ky., February 6, 1920, as follows: 

Think money situation cause of low prices. Banks in Richmond and in New 
York advise us money will be much tighter. They are not discounting new 
paper and will call in near future good many loans. Think should go very 
slowly on further purchases Owensboro. Think buying of common hurley freely 
at low prices all right. Leaving for Richmond to-night. Will write fuUy from 
there. 

In the same connection, a letter from a Louisville concern to an 
affiliated company at Mayfield, Ky., dated February 9, 1920, is noted. 
The paragraph in point is as follows : 

The prices on tobacco seem to be declining everywhere and looks like it gets 
cheaper every day, this being no doubt largely due to the high rate of exchange 
and money being so hard to get. 

Under date of February 26, 1920, a large buyer wrote one of his 
field representatives as follows: 

We presume that you understand that we absolutely want to buy nothing at 
all at present except it be a real first-class fine wrapper crop, and even then not 
unless the price is somewhere from $3 to $5 lower than formerly on the leaf, 
and the lugs at not over $8. 

We are forced to this position because of the attitude of our demands, which 
has been brought about especially by the stringency of finances. 

The president of a bank in the heart of the dark section and which 
loans large sums of money both to dealers and growers visited Europe 
in the fall of 1919 with a view of studying the tobacco situation. 
Before leaving he had arranged with a large bank in New York 
City to furnish $1,600,000 for the purpose of financing the tobacco 
crop in his territory. Upon returning to this country in November 
he found conditions changed, and by the time their tobacco market 
opened the Federal reserve bank had so limited credit as to do away 
with this plan of financing through the bank in New York. His 
investigation of the situation in Europe indicated to him that there 
was a strong demand for the high grades of dark tobacco produced 
in this country. An arrangement was made by which the foreign 
buyers could have their banks in Europe guarantee their drafts 
which would be discounted in this country and handled throuch the 
Federal Reserve System. This arrangement, due to money conditions, 
was not carried out when the tobacco market opened. In this same 
connection it may be mentioned that in March, 1920, arrangements 
were made with the War Finance Corporation whereby the Italian 
Government could be financed to the extent of $5,000j000 to be used 
in the purchase of tobacco in the dark-fired district. Up to that time 
they had purchased but little tobacco. The details were arranged, 
but due to the high interest rate, about 11 per cent, the offer was 
refused. It should be noted, however, that later the Italian Govern- 
ment did purchase a large quantity of tobacco, although prices by 
that time had materially declined. 

It is also believed that money conditions caused growers in many 
cases to sell their tobacco in order to meet their obligations. Al- 
though the season opened at high prices, there was a general im- 
pression that prices would be hi^er, and for that reason many were 
not anxious to sell at that time. For example, it is stated that some 
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of the more important growers in the Clarksville, Tenn., district 

Slanned to hold their tobacco for 40 cents. Later, of course, prices 
eclined from the opening level about 30 cents per pound and in a 
short time were demoralized. 

That difficulties were experienced by prospective borrowers during 
the past year is a matter of common knowledge. It is so generally 
admitted that further comment is deemed unnecessary. Bants every- 
where united in an effort to decrease as much as possible all opera- 
tions which might be considered in any way speculative. Broadly 
speaking, the stringency of the money market was applicable to all 
lines of business, and the leaf-tobacco trade was forced to bear its 
portion of the general burden. 

Section 6. Dominant position of large companies. 

While opinions differ as to the existence of comp^ition among the 
buyers of leaf tobacco, and no conclusive evidence of collusion to 
bring about the decline is at hand, attention should be called to the 
fact that in each of the chief growing areas the buying is centered 
in very few hands. 

Our 1919 crop of manufacturing and export tobaccos, as shown by 
the estimates given in Chapter I, was 1,158,000,000 pounds and con- 
stituted about 85 per cent of the total crop. The purchases of these 
types during the season by two closely affiliated British manufactur- 
ers, the Italian and French regies, and two dealers largely engaged 
in exporting leaf tobacco amounted to more than 354,000,000 pounds, 
and were thus equivalent to over 30 per cent of the crop. The four 
tobacco manufacturers (R. J. Eeynolds Tobacco Co., Liggett & 
Myers Tobacco Co., the American Tobacco Co., and P. Lorillard 
Co.), sometimes called the "Big Four'' and the three snuff com- 
panies (American Snuff Co., Weyman-Bruton Co., and George W. 
Helme Co.), that succeeded to the domestic manufacturing business 
of the combination under the decree of dissolution in 1911, purchased 
over 395,000,000 pounds, or an amount equivalent to ^ore than 60 
per cent of the remainder of the crop^ the four tobacco manufacturers 
taking about seven times as much as the snuff companies. The pur- 
chases of one of the British manufacturers alone was equivalent to 
15.4 per cent of the 1919 crop, and of the two combined to 23.5 per 
cent, and those of one of the " successor " companies alone was equiv- 
alent to 23.9 per cent of the remainder of the crop. 

The dependence of the farmer upon a small number of buyers is 
still more apparent when the chief growing areas are considered sep- 
arately. In the hurley field the season's purchases by the Big Four 
were about 217,000,000 pounds, and equivalent to 82.6 per cent of the 
estimated production of 263,000,000 pounds. While this estimate is 
perhaps low, the purchases of these four companies were probably 
equal to at least 75 per cent of the crop. The two exporting dealers 
referred to took 17.8 per cent of the estimated production, but a con- 
siderable part of this was bought for or sold to the Big Four. It 
would seem safe to say that 90 per cent of the hurley crop was bought 
by these six concerns. 

The estimate for the dark western crop is 335,000,000 poimds, of 
which 211,000,000 pounds is dark-fired. The purchases of the dark- 
fired by the Italian and French regies, the snuff companies, and one 
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of the British manufacturers were equivalent to 64 per cent of the 
crop estimate, the re^es taking 37 per cent, the snuff companies 18 
per cent, and the British company 9 per cent. The same six concerns, 
together with the Big Four, bought nearly 53 per cent of the total 
dark western crop. A little over 12^ per cent of both the dark-fired 
and total dark western was bought by the two exporting dealers. 

Of the bright southern crop, estimated at 479,000,000 pounds, over 
225,000,000 pounds, or 47 per cent, was bought by the two British 
companies, and 20 per cent more was txiken by three of the successor 
companies. Nearly 40 per cent of the remainmg one-third was taken 
by the two dealers. 

The two British companies referred to are the Imperial Tobacco 
Co. (of Great Britain and Ireland), Ltd., and the British- American 
Tobacco Co. (Ltd.). As defendants in the dissolution suit they 
were perpetually enjoined from acting as agent for each other and 
from employing a common buying agent for the purchase of leaf 
tobacco in the United States as well as from uniting with. any of the 
disintegrated companies, but they are operated in close relationship. 
The Imperial Co. has one of its directors on the board of directors 
of the British- American Co. and holds a large interest in the latter 
concern. 

The two dealers that buy from 40 to 50 per cent of the tobacco 
that is not taken by the leading foreign and domestic manufacturers 
in the heaviest producing areas are two new combinations formed, 
one in 1916 and the other in 1918. The International Planters' 
Corporation was organized in 1916, and owns, among other former 
independent buyers, the J.. M. Edmunds Co., of Danville, Va., and 
G. O. Tuck & Co., of Louisville, Ky. The Universal Leaf Tobacco 
Co., incorporated in 1918, controls the J. P. Taylor Co. and other 
important buying organizations in each of the chief growing areas. 
The Universal and its subsidiaries alone take about 10 per cent of 
the leading types. 

The position of the large manufacturing and snuff concerns is 
more convincing because of the {act that they have many stockholders 
in common. Prior to the dissolution of the old American Tobacco 
Co. the 29 individual defendants in the suit owned about 50 per cent 
of the common (voting) stock of the company. After the reorgani- 
zation into the 14 companies that were formed under the decree 
these same 29 individuals owned in the aggregate from 28 to 45 
per cent of the voting stock of the several companies.^ 

In the old American Tobacco Co. the 10 largest stockholders, 7 of 
whom were directors, held over 60 per cent of the common stock. 
These parties were J. B. Duke, A. N. Brady, O. H. Payne, P. A. B. 
Widener, Thomas F. Ryan, B. N. Duke, G. B. Schley, Moore & Schley 
(acting chiefly as agents for clients), and the estates of W. C. Whit- 
ney and W. L. Elkins.^ 

At the present time at least 8 out of 10 of the original largest 
stockholders or their families retain large holdings in the disin- 
tegrated companies, their aggregate stock ownerships in the Big 
Four and three large snuff companies amounting to nearly 300,000 
shares. 

1 Report on the Tobacco Industry, part 3, p. 213 Commissioner of Corporations. 
'Report on the Tobacco Industry, part 1, p. 18, Commissioner of Corporations. 
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Out of 82 holders of stock in two or more of the successor com- 
panies, 7 hold stock in each of the Big Four manufacturing com- 
panies and three snuff companies. One holds stock in all of the seven 
companies except George W. Helme Co., another in all but K. J. 
Reynolds Co., and three in all but the American Tobacco Co. Three 
have stock in each of the Big Four and at least one snuff company. 
Three have holdings in three of the Big Four and two of the snuff 
companies. Twelve parties own stock in each of the Big Four. Five 
have stock in each of the Big Four except R. J. Reynolds Co. 
Twenty-three are stockholders in all three of the snuff companies. 
There are 18 who hold stock in each of two of the snuff companies 
and 27 are holders in only two of the Big Four. 

Section 6. Common buying agencies. 

Another factor which has a direct effect on prices is the fact that 
in some cases a dealer will purchase tobacco lor several companies* 
It has a tendency to lower prices in that competition is eliminated in 
proportion to the number of companies involved, providing com- 
petitive tobaccos are being purchased in this manner. The fact that 
the less important users of tobacco purchased through the same 
agency would, of course, not affect the market appreciably and would 
operate to their advantage in that the expenses of sei)arate bujdng 
organizations would be saved. However, the practice is not Hmited 
to the smaller companies, and in recent years some of the large com- 
panies have used the same agencies, although maintaining extensive 
buying organizations of their own. 

I^robably the most important change that has taken place in the 
industry smce the dissolution of the combination has been the forma- 
tion of the Universal Leaf Tobacco Co. (Inc.). This company has 
acted as agent for and sold tobacco to most of the large interests, and 
for this reason a history of its organization and activities is here 
related. This company was incorporated under the laws of Virginia 
January 15, 1918, with an authorized capital stock of $20,000,000. At 
this time $9,500,000 preferred and $5,273,300 common has been issued. 
The company has offices both at New York City and Richmond. 

Its officers are as follows: J. P. Taylor, chairman of the board; 
T. B. Yuille, president; James I. Miller, vice president j W. A. Will- 
ing ham, vice president and secretary ; P. H. Gorman, vice president ; 
wTS. Luckett, vice president; L. K. Stone, assistant secretary; J. E. 
Johnston, assistant secretary ; D. C. Phillips, treasurer. 

Mr. Yuille, president of the company, for many years had been 
connected with the American Tobacco Co., being a vice president in 
that company and in charge of the purchase of leaf tobacco. He re- 
signed in the spring of 1916 and subsequently acquired control of the 
J. P. Taylor Co., of Richmond, which company was engaged in the 
purchase of bright southern tobacco, and to some extent burley. 

Mr. Taylor, the chairman of the board and an important stock- 
holder, was formerly and is now chairman of the board of the J. P- 
Taylor Co. The latter company has since 1911 been the purchasing 
agent for the P. Lorillard Co. on the loose-leaf burley markets. Mr. 
Gorman and Mr. Luckett both were at one time directors in the 
American Cigar Co. 

The Universal Co. is primarily a holding coixi^«b\v^.j\saV^i2csN%'^^ 
in various companies engaged in the pxxTeW^^ ^tv^ ^^^ ^^ ^'^^ss^is» 
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types of leaf tobacco. However, during the past season the company 
purchased considerable tobacco in its own name. The companies in 
which stock is owned, the date of their acquisition, the date of their 
incorporation and outstanding capital stock is shown in the table 
which follows: 

Table 23. — Companies in which stock is otoned by the Universal Leaf Tohacco 

Co, {Inc.), 



Name of company. 



Anchor Forwarding 

Co. 
Chas. T. W. Argue Co. 

(Inc.). 
Wm. B. Beach & Co. 

(Inc.). 
C. B. Cheatham Go. 

(Inc.). 
O.K. Dodson Co. (Inc. ) 
G. R. Garrett Co. (Inc.) 

Gensior Tobacco Co. 

(Inc.). 
P.H.GoimanCk). (Inc.) 
O. C. Gregory Co. (Inc.) 
John B. Harvie & Co. 

(IncO.. 
W. P. Henry Co. (Inc.) 
Jefferson Leaf Tobacco 

Co. (Inc.). 
La Plata Tobacco Co. . 

Person-Garrett Co 

Republic Storage Co. 

(Inc.). 
Rudolph, Hach & Co. 

(IncT). 
Suhling & Co. (Inc.) . . 
J. E Taylor Ca (Inc.) . 
Tropical Tobacco Co. 

(inc.). 
R. P. Watson Co. (Inc.) 
W. A. Willingham Co. 

(Inc.). 
W. H. Wlnstead Co. 

(Inc.). 
W. A. Adams Co. (Inc.) 
Atlas Tobacco Co 



Address. 



Date of incor- 
poration. 



New York, N.Y. 

Henderson, Ky.. 

Petersburg, Va.. 

Louisburg,N. C. 

Kinston, N. C... 
Rocky Mount, 

N.C. 
New York, N.Y. 

. ...do 

RichmoncL Va. . 
Roxboro, N. C.. 

Durhani, N.C... 
Sparta, Wis 



San Juan, P. R.. 
Greenville, N.C. 
New York, N.Y. 

Clarksville^ Tenn 

Lynchburg, Va . 
RicbmoncL Va. . 
New York, N.Y. 

Wilson, N.C... 
Richmond, V a.. 

Baltimore, Md. . 

Oxford, N.C... 
Louisville, Ky.. 



July 31,1919 

Sept. 25, 1918 

Sept. 30, 1913 

Aug. 28, 1911 

May 10,1909 
July 7, 1913 

Jan. 25,1917 

Oct. 29,1916 
Aug. — , 1916 
Sept. 6,1909 

May 4, 1915 
Nov. 6,1919 

May 7, 1912 
July —,1915 
Mar. 20, 1918 

Jan. 3, 1920 

Oct. —,1919 
July 8,1916 
May 24,1917 

June 12,1909 
Aug. 25,1916 

May 22,1918 

Oct. 6, 1919 
Aug. 13,1919 



Capital 

stock 

issued. 



$100,000 

50,000 

50,000 

50,000 

15,000 
100,000 

100,000 

500,000 

150,000 

25,000 

30,000 
200,000 

500,000 

25,000 

100,000 

400,000 

900,000 

2,500,000 

500,000 

100,000 
250,000 

500,000 

35,000 
2,500,000 



Amount 
owned by 
Univer- 
sal Co. 


Per 
cent of 
total. 


$75,000 


75 


25,000 


150 


25,000 


50 


' 50,000 


«100 


7,500 
32,500 


•50 
4 32 J 


70,000 


70 


500,000 

150,000 

12,500 


100 

MOO 

»50 


15,000 
100,000 


•50 
50 


225,000 


45 



12,400 
100,000 

200,000 

450,000 

2,500,000 

225,000 

50,000 
250,000 

500,000 

14,000 
2,050,000 



«49 
100 

50 

50 
100 
M5 

50 
100 

8 100 

39| 
82 



Date acquired. 

July, 1919. 

October, 1918. 

January, 1918. 

February, 1918. 

December, 1916. 
July, 1913. 

January, 1917. 

February, 1918. 

Dc. 
May, 1917. 

July, 1915. 
November, 1919. 

November, 1916. 
December, 1916. 
March, 1918. 

January, 1920. 

October, 1919. 
February. 1918. 
May, 19f7. 

December, 1916. 
February, 1918. 

Da 

October, 1910. 
August, 1919. 



I Twelve shares of this amount owned by two directors in Universal Co. 

« Fifty-eight per cent owned by J. P. Taylor Co. (Inc.). 

« Owned Dy J. P. Taylor Co. (Inc.). 

< Owned by W. A. Willingham & Co. 

» 59.4 per cent owned by J . P. Taylor Co. (Inc.). 

• Owned by R. P. Watson Co. (Inc.). 

» Owned by P. H. Gorman Co. (Inc.). 

8 49.6 per cent owned by J. P. Taylor Co. (Inc.). 

All of the above are dealers in leaf tobacco with the exception of 
the Anchor Forwarding Co. (Inc.), which operates as forwarding 
agents; the Kepublic Storage Co. (Inc.), which furnishes storage 
facilities; and the Atlas Tobacco Co., which purchases tobacco for 
rehandling purposes. The La Plata Tobacco Co. was created for 
the purpose of cultivating leaf tobacco in Porto Rico, while the 
Tropical Tobacco Co. (Inc.) was organized for cultivating leaf to- 
bacco in Santo Domingo. All of the companies mentioned are oper- 
ated really as branches of the holding company and for that reason 
the operations of several are confined to the purchase of only a few 
types. For example, the Winstead Co. purchases Maryland and 
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eastern Ohio leaf and the (Jreen River type of tobacco at Owensboro, 
Ky. ; the Beach Co., the dark Virginia type ; the Jefferson Leaf To- 
bacco Co., Wisconsin binder, a cigar type; the Argue Co., the stem- 
ming type, in the Henderson (Ky.) district; the Rudolph-Hach Co., 
the dark western type in the Clarksville (Tenn.) district; and the 
Gorman Co. deals in several types, chiefly the cigar. Green River, 
one sucker, and dark Kentucky types. The operations of the J. P. 
Taylor Co. are the most extensive, it dealing in the bright southern 
and hurley types and also does a considerable export business. The 
majority of the remaining companies in which stock is owned operate 
locally in the purchase of bright southern types. 

The total purchases of this company and its subsidiaries for the crop 
year 1918 were somewhat less than 100,000,000 pounds and for the 
1919 crop about 115,000,000 pounds. Some of this tobacco was pur- 
chased on order for the companies, resulting from the dissolution 
decree, while some was sold to them from their own purchases. The 
quantity sold to these various companies for the two years is shown 
in the table below ; 



It will be noted from the above table that the Universal and its 
subsidiaries purchased for or sold to these companies about 44,000,000 
pounds of the 1918 crop and about 26,000,000 pounds of the 1919 crop. 
The decline in the quantity sold during the latter season was due 
largely to the fact that in 1919 about 18,000,000 pounds less were sold 
to the LorUlard Co. than in 1918. These purchases were made 
through the J. P. Tavlor Co. 

Of the sales made from the 1919 crop to these companies, 4,655,285 
pounds were bright southern types, of which 957,817 pounds were pur- 
chased on order ; 13,633,772 pounds were hurley, of which 12,990,564 
pounds were purchased on order; 2,220,610 pounds were the Green 
Kiver type, of which 1,632,795 poimds were purchased on order; 
2,369,252 pounds were dark western tobacco, all purchased on their 
own account, and 1,680,944 pounds dark Virginia, all purchased on 
order. The remainder consisted of miscellaneous types, such as 
Maryland and Ohio export types, the types marketed at Henderson, 
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Kj,, etc. The sales of bright southern tobacco mentioned were to the 
Imperial Tobacco Co., the American Tobacco Co., the Liggett & 
Myers Tobacco Co., R. J. Reynold Tobacco Co., and a small quantity 
to the Lorillard Co. Burley was sold to the American Tobacco Co., 
the Lorillard Co., and the Imperial Co. ; the Green River type to the 
Export Leaf Tobacco Co., the Lorillard Co., and a small quantity to 
the American Tobacco Co. ; the Henderson type to the Export Leaf 
Tobacco Co. and the Lorillard Co. ; arid the dark "Virginia type to the 
Iinperial Co. 

Probably the next most important company that purchased to- 
bacco for more than one of the large interests is the International 
Planters' Corporation. This company was organized under the laws 
of New York, Septranber 13, 1916, with an authorized capital of 
$2,000,000. On September 1, 1920, there was outstanding $918,500" 
preferred stock and $175,000 common stock. The principal office of 
the company is in New York City, but it also maintains offices at Dan- 
ville, Va,, Louisville and Lexington, Ky., San Juan, P. R., Santiago 
and Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic; Antwerp, Belgium, &,nd 
Copenhagen, Denmark. Its officers are as follows: Amos J. Mace, 
president; G. O. Tuck, vice president; J. M. Edmunds, vice presi- 
dent; "William B. Shaw, vice president; J. P. Harrison, vice presi- 
dent; Arthur B, Hatcher, secretary and treasurer. 

The company is engaged in the purchase of leaf tobacco and in 
the drying, packing, and resale of the cured leaf, its operations being 
carried on by subsidiary companies which are operated as branches. 
The companies in which stock is owned are shown below : 

Table 25.~StoeklioMini/g of Intematwnal planters' Corporation. 



iters' CorpoiatlDQ. 
I Putnershlp.line-thLrd interest awaed b^niternBClonat Planters' Corporation. 

This company during the 1918-19 season purchased 40,436,408 
pounds and during the season 1919-20, 43,198,524 pounds. The types 
of tobacco purchased for these two years were as follows : 
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TABLE 26. — Leaf tobacco purchased by International Planters Corporation^ by 

types for crop years 1918 and 1919. 



Type. 




Bright Virginia and Carolina 

DarkVirgfiiia 

Burley 

Qreen River 

One sucker 

Clarksville, Tenn 

Dark-fired 

Total 



Pounds, 

13,202,779 

2,203,705 

16,485,381 

4,612,154 

1,403,261 

2,085,150 

443,978 



40,436,408 



1919 



Pounds, 

17,935,459 

1,323,110 

20,632,305 

1,162,446 

334,555 

1,391,520 

419, 129 



43, 198, 524 



Of the quantity purchased during last season, 3,404,282 pounds 
were for the Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co., 3,716,309 pounds for the 
American Tobacco Co., and a considerable quantity for the Export 
Leaf Tobacco Co. 

This company also purchases considerable tobacco on joint ac- 
count with other dealers. Last season the most important arrange- 
ment of this character was with the Morton Tobacco Co., which buys 
at several points, 8,466,614 pounds being purchased on this account. 
Negotiations were had with another large concern involving the pur- 
chases at an important marketing point but the deal was not closed. 
The advantages of such an arrangement are disclosed in a letter from 
an official of the company requesting such an arrangement. A por- 
tion of the letter is as follows : 

I feel almost sure if an arrangement could be made so that we could operate 
the plant jointly on a partnership basis that it would be a great saving to both 
concerns. It would not only mean a great saving to both of us in our pur- 
chases of leaf tobacco on account of the competition which it would eliminate, 
but by handling both accounts there is hardly any doubt but what the plant 
would make a much better showing, as the overhead expense of the plant is 
practically the same whether it handles a little or a large quantity of tobacco. 

The practice of buying on joint account is common in the industry. 

The larger portion of the tobacco purchased by the French Gov- 
ernment is bought through E. J. O'Brien & Co., of Louisville, Ky., 
and most of the purchases for the Italian Government through 
W. G. Dunnington & Co., also of Louisville, Ky. O'Brien & Co. 
also purchase some tobacco for other interests. Only about 70 per 
cent of his total purchases of the 1919 crop was for the French 
regie. In 1918 and 1919 they purchased on order for the Loril- 
lard Co. on the hogshead markets of Louisville and at a few other 
points. Their purchases for this company, of the 1919 crop, were 
more than 2,000,000 poimds. W. G. Dunnington & Co. is a part- 
nership, Mr. Dunnington being associated with Mr. R. G. Morton. 
This organization confines its purchases to the Italian Govern- 
ment's requirements. However, the firm of W. G. Dunnington 
located at Farmville, Va., deals in dark Virginia and Kentucky 
tobaccos. In 1919 this firm's purchases amounted to about 3,000,000 
pounds,. some of which was purchased for the Liggett & Myers 
Tobacco Co. In the same connection, it might also be mentioned that 
Mr. Morton together with his brother constitute the Morton Tobacco 
Co. of Louisville which probably accounts for the fact that W. G. 
Dunnington & Co. do not purchase for other interests than the Italian 
Government in the dark western field. 
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Various other concerns were used by more than one of the large 
companies in obtaining their requirements. In this connection, F. 
D. Williams & Co., of Richmond, Va., may be mentioned, wnich 
purchased about 4,000,000 pounds of the 1919 crop. Of this amount, 
1,052,822 pounds were purchased on order for the Geo. W. Helme 
Go., and 1,555,230 pounds for the French r6gie. I. N. Vaughn 
& Cq., also of Richmond, is an important dealer, purchasing about 
4,000,000 pounds of the 1919 crop, chiefly Virginia sun cured. Of 
this amount, 485,251 pounds were purchased on order for the Liggett 
& Myers Tobacco Co., and 37,239 pounds for the Export Leaf To- 
bacco Co. 

The fact that certain dealers are biiying for more than one of the 
large companies is known to the trade in some cases, and in others 
it is not. Also in some cases the tobaccos bought for the different 
companies by one dealer may noiSb<e strictly competitive. However, 
in many cases dealers have purcha^d the same types of tobacco 
for various companies. The practice Npf buying through agencies 
not disclosed to the trade has been termed "buying under cover." 
Due to the fact that a common agency is dften used for this pur- 

f)ose, the effect of the use of common agencieis Jn general, particu- 
arly with reference to the 1919-20 season, is discussed in connec- 
tion with the effect of " holding off the market " arid " buying under 
cover," which is presented in the following section. ^\ 

Section 7. *' Holding off " the market and buying " under cover " by the 
large interests. 

According to the testimon}^ of numerous tobacco producers, dealers, 
warehousemen, and buyers, as well as the correspondence of the large 
manufacturers and dealers, one of the most important causes of the 
decline in prices of leaf tobacco during the 1919-20 season was 
" holding off " the market and " buying under cover," indulged in 
by the large tobacco manufacturers. The effect of these practices 
varied, but was most apparent in those markets where the companies 
using the methods were important purchasers. As a general propo- 
sition, it is recognized by those experienced in the trade, that 
" holding off " the market, even temporarily, by any concern which 
purchases a substantia] percentage of the tobacco sold on that 
market will have a direct effect on the prices being paid. Also it 
is recognized that* where a large tobacco purchaser buys its require- 
ments " under cover " through a dealer already on the market, com- 
petition is lessened and the price is affected. 

The extent of such methods and the effect thereof varied in the 
different localities, being apparent in the hurley, dark western, and 
bright southern districts in tL order given. 

IN THE BUBLEY DISTRICT. 

By the American Tohacco Co. — ^A large tobacco grower, at Mays- 
lick, Ky., attributed the decline in the market of hurley tobacco last 
winter to the refusal of manufacturers to buy. " They were in and 
out of the market." 

The manager of a large tobacco warehouse in Lexington, Ky., 
stated that "when American buyers were off * * * the floor, 
prices went down." 
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The manager of another warehouse in Lexington also attributed 
the cause of the decline in the market to the absence of the Ameri- 
can Tobacco Co. from the market and that "when they went off, 
prices immediately dropped." 

At Glasgow, Ky., a prominent dealer when asked for the cause of 
the decline in the market last winter stated that the American 
Tobacco Co. withdrew Strange (its buyer) from buying, and the 
market declined considerably the very day Mr. Strange was with- 
drawn from it. 

The secretary of a warehouse company in Glasgow, Ky., also at- 
tributed the decline in the hurley market last winter to the fact that 
the American Tobacco Co. buyer was " taken off the market and when 
he was taken off the market that reduced competition and tobacco 
went down." 

An independent tobacco dealer at Cynthiana, Ky., in discussing 
the cause of the decline in the hurley market in January and Feb- 
ruary stated : 

When a large company takes its buyer off the market it has a demoraUzing 
effect. If the American buys their own tobacco there is competition, and when 
the American buys through others, the competition is very materially lessened. 

A warehouseman at Cynthiana, Ky., also — 

attributed the drop in the price to the fact that the American went off the 
market and let Tuck & Taylor buy for them. Tuck tried to keep it secret that 
they were buying for the American. 

A tobacco dealer at Eipley , Ohio, stated : 

That it looked like the American went off the market to reduce competition 
for other concerns. 

The manager of a tobacco warehouse at the same point is quoted 
as follows : 

When the American went off Reynolds was left without competition. The 
American Co. is such a radical buyer that you never can tell what it wiU do. 
As long as all companies were represented they had full competition, when 
they went off, competition was reduced. 

A warehouseman at Maysville, Ky., one of the larger markets 
" thinks the cause of the break in the market was due to the American 
stopping buying directly and then buying through others who^were 
already represented on the market." 

The report of an interview with the secretary of another ware- 
house at the same point quotes him as saying : 

Last year the American went off the market completely and he thinks that 
it is the American scheme to control the market. Her purpose in getting off 
the market was seemingly to demoralize it and she certainly succeeded. 

A former buyer in the American Tobacco Co. when asked for the 
cause of the sharp decline in the hurley leaf tobacco last winter 
stated that one of the principal causes was the holding off the mar- 
ket by the American Tobacco Co. and the purchase for it of certain 
grades by the J. P. Taylor Co. This gentleman pointed out that at 
the time the J. P. Taylor Co. was buying for the American Tobacco 
Co. it was also buyer for the P. Lorillard Co.; consequently, com- 
petition on that market was lessened to that extent. 

Numerous warehousemen and independent dealers in Louisville, 
Ky. ; Augusta, Kj. ; Greenville, Tenn. •, Da.iiv\l\'^.>^'^ ,\^'S\'e«sssv#wssL'5^. 
Ky.; Johnson City, Term.; and CmciimsA.\, OYcvo^ ^iXas^ \s>A.^<b ^^a^J^- 
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ments to the effect that the policy of the larger manufacturers, espe- 
cially the American Tobacco Co., to hold on the market was one of 
the causes of the decline in price of hurley leaf tobacco on the various 
loose-leaf floors. 

Most of the loose-leaf hurley markets throughout Kentucky, Ohio, 
and Tennessee opened on or about November 26, 1919. However, the 
American Tobacco Co., Liggett & Myers, and K. J. Reynolds To- 
bacco Co. did not begin buying extensively until about the 1st of 
December. The P. Lorillard Co. did not start buying until January 
5, 1920. 

Prior to the opening of the market R. J. Reynolds and the Ameri- 
can Tobacco Co. bought a large quantity of burley tobacco from deal- 
ers on the Louisville market. At that time, however, the R. J. 
Reynolds Co. openly bought this tobacco through its buyer, T. H. 
Kirk, while the American Tobacco Co. bought "under cover" 
through the G. O. Tuck Co., branch of the International Planters^ 
Corporation, referred to in the foregoing section. The apparent 
purpose of the American Tobacco Co. in buying through the G. O. 
Tuck Co. without disclosing the fact can be seen from examination 
of the third and fourth paragraphs of the letter set forth below 
from the Louisville manager of the American Tobacco Co. to his 
superior officer in New York City : 

LouisviLE, Ky., November 11, 1919. 

Mr. J. H. Mahlee, 

Vice President American Tobacco Co., New York, N. Y. 

Dear Sib: I am in receipt of your wire of November 17 in reference to the 
common burley we are buying for export cigarettes, and in reply regret to advise 
tbat we can not get this tobacco carried until January 15 without paying in- 
terest and carrying charges on same, as Messrs. G. O. Tuck & Co. say that they 
will need all the money they can get to handle the coming crop. 

I bought the first 800,000 pounds of this tobacco at a net price of abouti 
$17.85, to be delivered as soon as samples are passed on. 

In order to keep from exciting the market and to buy the other 2,000,000 at 
the lowest possible cost, I am having Messrs. G. O. Tuck & Co. round up same 
for us, we, of course, to inspect and pass on the different lots. 

The R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. is buying all of this type of tobacco that they 
can find, and if the dealers know that we are in the market for it also it will 
excite prices, and probably we will have to pay from $1 to $2 per hundred more 
than if we bought through an outsider. 

We have agreed to pay Messrs. Tuck & Co. 3 per cent for buying this tobacco 
for us, which will amount to less than 60 cents i)er hundred. I think you will 
agree with me that we can save a good deal of money by handUng in this way. 

It will be after December 15 before all of this tobacco is passed on and 
delivered. 

Very truly, yours, 

J. E. Lipscomb, Jr. 

After the American Tobacco Co. started buying on the loose-leaf 
floors on December 5 it continued buying all its grades on the various 
markets until December 16, when its buyers were instructed to dis- 
continue buying one of its principal smoking grades. The following 
telegram was sent by the American Tobacco (x). to its buyers on cer- 
tain markets December 15, 1919 : 

December 15, 1919. 

Please discontinue buying KEL with Tuesday sale, and do not buy more than 
10 per cent of your offerings. 

A similar telegram was sent to buyers on other markets, except 
that the restriction was to buy 15 per cent of offerings on some mar- 
^ets and 20 per cent on others. 
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At the same time the local manager of the American Tobacco Co. 

arranged to have the J. P. Taylor Co., one of the principal branches 

of the Universal Tobacco Co., referred to in the foregoing section, 

purchase the grade of hurley tobacco which the American Tobacco 

Co. buyers were to discontinue buying. The local representative of 

the J. !P. Taylor Co. was instructed to buy this grade on all markets 

covered by the J. P. Taylor Co. buying organization. This fact is 

shown in a letter from the local manager of the American Tobacco 

Co. to his superior officer, advising upon the arrangement made with 

regard to the purchase of this grade of tobacco. It will also be noted 

in the letter set forth below that plans were being made to have three 

of the principal grades of the tobacco to be used in the manufacture 

of chewing and plug tobacco to be bought by the J. M. Edmunds Co., 

branch of the International Planters' Corporation, referred to in the 

foregoing section : 

Louisville, Ky., December 16, 1919. 
Mr. J. H. Mahleb, 

Vice President American Tobacco Co., Neio York, N, Y. 

Deae Sib: I beg to advise that I have made arrangements with Mr. Parker 
to buy our KEL on all markets. I had him here this morning and showed him 
what we wanted, and explained to him fully in regard to the grade. 

I have given a few of our markets instructions to buy from 15 to 20 per cent 
of the offerings where the tobacco is especially good. Qn all other markets I 
have given instructions to buy from 6 to 10 per cent of the offerings. This will 
enable us to get our requirements and stay on the market throughout the crop. 

I would be glad if you let me know at your earliest convenience what you 
have done in reference to getting Edmunds to buy common tobacco for us. 
When I talked with you I told you that I thought we had better give him KM 
and KMM, but if you wish to do so I think we could also give him the KL also. 

We should be able to get these tobaccos without advancing our present limits. 

I am going to southern Kentucky to-night and will be in Lexington on Fri- 
day, provided you wish to communicate with me. 

Very truly, yours, J. E. Lipscomb, Jr. 

The instructions given by the local representative of the J. P. 
Taylor Go. to its buyers was to buy this grade very freely. The 
letter of instructions is set forth below : 

Louisville, Ky., December 16, 1919, 

Deab Sir: On receipt of this we wish you to enter the market and buy for 
our account a very thin, high-colored bright leaf. In fact, it is a duplicate of 
the bright side of the American Tobacco Co.'s KEL or E light. 

We wish to caution you especially to avoid any tobaccos that are heavy and 
red, as we absolutely can not use them, but they must be thin, of good character, 
and just as much color as you possibly can get in them. In other words, we 
want to use these tobaccos as a substitute for cutters, and if they contain any 
fleshy or heavy red tobaccos, they will be absolutely useless for our purposes, 
and I know of no better way to describe them than to tell you to adhere closely 
to the bright side only of the American Tobacco Co.*s grade of KEL. 

These tobaccos necessarily must be of good character and off of good crops, 
and it is not a question of your doing the best you can on this grade, but we 
want them up to the grade, or let them alone. 

You will please take a price ranging anywhere from $55 to $75, making an 
average around $70. 

It is not necessary that these tobaccos be unusually long, while, of course, we 
like length, we can take in some shorter tobacco, I do not mean the little short 
tips. 

Please give this your very careful attention, mark these tobaccos BX. 

Please make separate daily report on your purchases of BX grade. 
Very truly, yours, 

Geo. R. Pakker. 

P. S. — Take these tobaccos as freely as your market will permit, keeping up 
the grade. 
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The immediate effect of the American Tobacco Co. holding off the 
market at this time may be seen in the letter set forth below from the 
buyer of one of the large manufacturing concerns to his superior 
officer : 

December 17, 1919. 
Mr. A. H. Shinele, 

(Care P. Lorillard Co.), 

Louisville, Ky, 

Deab Sib : Mr. Graves, of the Americ€in Tobacco Co., visited our market yes- 
terday and liad their buyer discontinue buying the American grades E, El, and 
A. And these grades of tobacco are very much cheaper. At the same time 
they seem to go a little stronger on the colory smoking grades. I followed our 
market very close to-day and I believe that I can pick up 8 or 10 per cent of 
our grades at the following prices ; 

CL, 68 cents. M, 50 cents. ML, 60 cents. M-2, 35 cents. O, 32 cents. 
OL, 45 cents. P, 25 cents. H, 20 cents. HH, 16 cents. 

Our smoking grades are fully as high as when I wrote you last If you would 
consider entering the market here at these prices, you can wire me, as I have 
a copy of this letter. 

Our sales are very heavy and will be until we close down for the holidays. I 
will write you further the last of the week. 
With best wishes, I am 

Yours, very truly, Clyde B. Austin, 

President, 
Average to-day, 44.06. 

To illustrate the fact that competition between the J. P. Taylor Co. 
and the America Tobacco Co. on the grade being bought by the Tay- 
lor Co. for the American was eliminated, the following letter from 
the Louisville manager of the American Tobacco Co. to the Lexing- 
ton manager of the J. P. Taylor Co., dated December 24, 1919, is set 
forth below: 

Mr. George R. Parkeb, 

(Care J. P. Taylor Co.), 

Lexington, Ky. 

Deab Sib : I am in receipt of your letter of December 22, in reference to the 
BX grade on the Weston, Mo., market, I am a little surprised that your man 
can not buy this grade on the Weston market. We have instructed our buyer 
there to discontinue buying same, which he has done, but formerly has been 
buying a very nice line of this grade at prices somewhat lower than the Ken- 
tucky markets. 

We, of course, do not want to go over 70 cents average for this tobacco, but 
wish to buy same freely when you can get it fully up to the grade at ttda 
price. 

I will be in Lexington the early part of next week, and would like to see you 
while there. 

Very truly, yours. 

The J. P. Taylor Co. was required to furnish the American Tobacco 
Co. with weekly statements covering the purchases of leaf tobacco for 
the American Tobacco Co. This can be seen from the following letter 
from the Louisville leaf department, dated December 26, 1919 : 

Mr. Geo. R. Pabkeb, 

(Care of J. P. Taylor Co.), 

Lexington, Ky. 

Dear Sir: Up to the present time we have not re elved statement from you 
covering purchases of BX grade. 

Please prepare a statement showing your purchases of this grade up to the 
present time and forward same to our office. 

We would also suggest that you furnish a similar statement each week. 
Very respectfully, 

Louisville Leaf Department The American Tobacco Co. 
By , Cashier. 
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The following letter is a reply to the above letter and shows that 
the J. P. Taylor Co. complied with the request of the Louisville leaf 
department of the American Tobacco Co. : 

IjExington, Ky., December 27, 1910. 

LouisvnxE Leaf Depabtment The Amebic an Tobacco Co., 

Louisville, Ky. 
(Attention Mr. Alex Knapp.) 

Gentlemen : Replying to your letter of the 26tli instant, we beg to state that 
our total purchases of BX grade to date taken from our daily reports amount \.o 
368,000 pounds at an average of $69.67. 

The above is the actual floor average and does not include freight into drying 
points, neither does it include commission paid to buying points. This average 
Is a little higher than we had hoped for and we have every reason to believe that 
we will be able to pull this average down. Several points had exceeded the 
prices given them and we have called their attention to this and we have every 
reason to believe that we can bring the average down to some extent. 

We will be very glad, indeed, to report to you at the end of each week as 
requested. 

Yours, truly, J. P. Taylor Co. 

Geo. R. Parkeb. 

The American Tobacco Co. then continued buying the balance of 
its grades on all markets until December 19, 1919, wnen the markets 
closed until after Christmas. On December 20, 1919, the following 
letter was sent to at least one buyer of the American Tobacco Co. : 

Decembeb 20, 1919. 
Mr. D. B. Stbange, Glasgow , Ky. 

Deab Sib : Until further advised please discontinue the purchase of any burley. 
We presume that your market is closed until after the holidays, but be certain 
not to buy any burley should they have an extra sale. 

Very respectfully, Gbeen Am. Leaf Dept. 

The a. T. Co. 
Per B. R. Miller. 

On December 27, 1919, the following instructions were sent to the 
buyers of the American Tobacco Co. : 

Decembeb 27, 1919. 
Mr. D. B. Stbange, Glasgow, Ky. 

Deab Sib: On account of the holidays and for other reasons we have instruc- 
tions to discontinue buying tobacco of all grades until Monday, January 5. 

Please attend your market dally, making daily reports, showing the principal 
buyers, the amount sold, and as near as possible what our various grades are 
bringing. 

You will please discontinue for the season the buying of grade KEL. 
In buying grade WF we would like to buy at least two-thirds of our require- 
m^its of the short side, grading same WFF. 

It is possible that we may go on the market earlier than date mentioned, but 
until so advised do not buy any tobacco. 

Yours, very truly, Gbeen Riveb Leaf Dept. 

The a. T. Co. 
Per B. R. Miixeb. 

The holding-ofF the market of the American Tobacco Co. during 
the Christmas holidays had the effect of lowering the price. This 
was soon recognized by other buyers, as will be seen in the third and 
fourth paragraphs of the letter set forth below, the same being from 
the local representative of the J. P. Taylor Co. to his superior officer : 

Lexington, Ky., December 20, 1919. 

Mr. JaS. I. MiLLEB, 

Vice President J. P. Taylor Co., Richmond, Va. 

Deab Mb. Milleb: Since writing you this morning in reference to the Massie 
lot I have been in conversation With Mr. Massif oii \Xife ^\vwv^, ^w^\!t^ 'ss^^&xs^ 
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that these two cars he knew were red with the exception of one or two hogs- 
heads. 

Mr. Massie says that the trashes and lugs off of these tobaccos will show 
right much color, whereas oui* information from Mr. Gorman was to the effect 
that the first two carloads would be an average line of the tobacco. 

I have learned from a number of points this morning that the American 
Tobacco Co. have dropped out of the market entirely; I do not know whether 
this covers the whole territory or not. They, of course, have not taken us off 
of BX, and their getting off the market will help us ; and we are buying BX 
just as freely as possible and so far have done very well, indeed, and I am much 
pleased with all the purchases we have made for this grade. 

Mr. Lipscomb was here yesterday and looked at a good many of our purchases 
and said their own men could not have done any better. 

Unless there is an unforeseen check I look for the crop to be marketed very 
rapidly. At Danville, for instance, where they expect to sell between 5,500,000 
and 6,000,000, they have already sold 2,500,000 pounds, and some of the other 
markets in proportion. 
Yours, very truly, 

Geoboe R. Parker. 

It will be noted that while the American Tobacco Co. held off the 
markets on all the grades then being bought by its organization, it 
did not hold off on the grade being bought " under cover " by the 
J. P. Taylor Co. The purpose of the American Tobacco Co. in hold- 
ing off the loose-leaf markets as indicated above may be deduced 
from the language of the first and third para^aphs of the following 
letter from the manager of the American Tobacco Co. to the vice 
president of that concern, dated December 30, 1919 : 

Lexington Leaf Department, 
Lexingtofiy Ky., December SO, 1919, 
Mr. J. H. Mahler, 

Vice President the American Tobacco Co., New York City. 

Dear Sir: The sales have been heavy on the hurley markets on yesterday 
and to-day, and while prices started off easier yesterday and this morning, 
Reynolds has come on strong this afternoon, taking the bulk of the best tobacco 
at practically the same prices these tobaccos were bringing before the holidays. 

The Taylor Co., Edmunds & Co., and Liggett & Myers also are bujring a good 
per cent of the color, and there is now very little difference in prices. There 
is a decided falling off in the quality, a very much smaller per cent of fine, 
bright tobaccos are showing up. 

I do not believe we are going to be able to buy our tobaccos any cheaper when 
we go back on, although I will do everything in my power to reduce our 
averages. 

I will write you again the latter part of the week the condition of the market. 
Yours, very truly, 

J. W. Lipscomb, Jr. 

When the American Tobacco Co. began buying on the loose-leaf 
jfloors again on January 5, it proceeded very cautiously and con- 
servatively. The letter of instructions set forth below was sent to 
the American Tobacco Co.'s buyers at practically all the markets on 
January 1, 1920: 

Louisville, Ky., January 1, 1920. 

Dear Sib: This is to advise that you may reenter the market on Monday, 
January 5, and begin buying the grades that you were buying when your market 
closed for the holidays. 

We think that you should reduce all of your averages very materially, and 
want you to begin at first very conservatively with this end in view, and under 

no conditions do we want you to buy over per cent of your offerings, 

keeping your grades up to the standard at all times. 

Should your prices decline we will expect you to reduce your averages, but do 

not buy any larger percentage. After trying your market out the first day, if 

j^ou JSnd that your competitors will not let you have your required percentage, 
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you will have to meet the market and get your percentage, even if you have to 
pay the same average as you were using before the holidays. 

Please do not confine your purchases to a few grades, but buy about an equal 
percentage of the color grades, and buy very conservatively of the KL, KM, 
and MM, as these grades should be much lower, as there is a great deal of this 
tobacco in the crop. 

Very truly, yours. 

On January 5, 1920, the J. P. Taylor Co. began to purchase all 
grades of the P. Lorillard Co. on most of the loose-leaf floor markets 
in the hurley section under instructions as to prices and percentage 
of crop to be bought. Full details of the transactions carried on by 
the J. P. Taylor Co. for the P. Lorillard Co. will be given later in 
this section. (See p. 79.) The fact that the J. P. Taylor Co. was 
buying for the P. Lorillard Co., one of the large competitors of the 
American Tobacco Co., is pointed out at this time, so that the activi- 
ties of the J. P. Taylor Co. from now on can be better appreciated. 

The American Tobacco Co. watched very closely the buying of its 
grade by the J. P. Taylor Co., as can be seen from the criticism con- 
tained in the following letter from the Louisville leaf department 
of the American Tobacco Co. to the local representative of the J. P. 
Taylor Co., Lexington, Ky., dated January 5, 1920 : 

Louisville, Ky,, January 5, 1920. 
Mr. Geobge R. Pabker, 

J. P. Taylor Co., Lexington^ Ky. 

Dear Sib : I am in receipt of your letter of January 3, and glad to note that 
you are getting some nice BX on tlie different markets. I have no criticism 
whatever to make of your buying, except to say tliat I saw the sale at Lex- 
ington on Friday on which Mr. Satterfield was buying. I think Mr. Danell 
will agree with me that Mr. Satterfield was entirely off the grade. 

I examined every pile that he had in the Fayette house and fully half of his 
purchases was nothing but heavy chewing tobacco without any show of color 
whatever. In fact some piles would not grade above our KK. I am sure, 
however, that you will get Mr. Satterfield straightened out, and that you will 
have no further trouble from him. 

Please do not advance your averages on this grade until further advised. 

I will be in Lexington on Thursday of this week and hope to, have the 
pleasure of seeing you while there. 
Very truly, yours. 

On January 6, 1920, the American Tobacco Co. further retrenched 
in its buying policy, when it instructed three of its buyers by tele- 
graph to discontinue the purchase of four of its principal filler 
grades, and on the same day instructed 10 of its buyers by telegraph 
to discontinue the four filler grades and one cutter or smoking grade, 
and on the same day sent instructions by telegraph to 15 of its buyers 
to discontinue three of its filler grades. 

Again, on January 10, 1920, the following letter was sent by the 
Louisville leaf department of the American Tobacco Co. to the 
Green River leaf department of the American Tobacco Co. at Owens- 
boro, Ky. : 

Louisville, Ky., January 10, 1920. 
Mr. B. R. MiLLEB, Owensboro, Ky. 

Dbab Sib: Upon receipt of this letter you will please discontinue the pur- 
chase of all grades of hurley tobacco on all of the markets under your super- 
vision. 

It will be in order for you to have any remnant hogsheads completed and 
ship same in as early as possible. 
Very truly, yours, 

32338—21 5 
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This letter of instructions covered those markets which sold both 
Green River and one sucker tobacco as well as the hurley tobacco. 
As a resvdt, the American Tobacco Co.'s purchases of burley to- 
bacco thereafter were confined to those markets which sold burley 
tobacco exclusively. On the same date the following letter was 
sent to two of the American Tobacco Co.'s commission buyers, one 
on the hogshead market, and one on the loose-leaf market, the 
latter being an outlying market. : 

LouisviLi^, Ky., January 10, 1920. 

Dear Sir: We regret to advise that we have decided to discontinue the pur- 
chase of aU grades of tobaccos on the markets on which you are buying. 

You will, therefore, kindly fill out your remnants and ship same in as early as 
possible. 

Very truly, yours, 

On the same date the following letter was sent an American To- 
bacco Co.'s representative in the Weston, Mo., market: 

Louisville, Ky., January 10^ 1920. 
Mr. J. A. Thwaites, Weston, Mo. 

Dear Sir : We regret to advise that we have decided to discontinue the pur- 
chase of all grades of tobaccos on your market. It will therefore be in order 
for you to fill out your remnants, ship same in as early as possible, and dis- 
continue buying for our account. 
Very truly, yours. 

The balance of the markets Avere restricted in their purchases, 
both as to price to be paid and percentage to buy. The following is 
a sample letter of instructions sent out : 

Louisville, Ky., January 10, 1920. 

Dear Sir : Upon receipt of this letter it will be in order for you to buy one- 
third of the following grades offered on your market, letting your per cent 
run what it will. Of course, your per cent will vary according to the quality 
of your offerings, but we do not want you to buy under any conditions over 
one-third of the color. 

In observing these instructions your per cent will necessarily be very small; 
in fact, we do not care how little you buy. 

KR. KS. KT. KU. KW. 

Please do all you can to pull your average down, but keep your grades up to 
standard, but do not try to get them too good. We want you to buy more freely 
of KW and KU, but please avoid any burnt tobacco in these grades and get 
them with good color. 

Do not bid over 98 cents on any pile of KR. Buy sparingly of this grade, and 
confine your purchases mainly from KS down. 

We also want you to buy KO conservatively from 25 cents to 35 cents, letting 
your average on same run what it will. We think you can make an average 
around 30 cents on this grade. You may buy for this grade a thin cherry red 
leaf similar to our old KO grade. We, of course, do not care how bright you buy 
this grade, provided you get it at the price. The KO that you will buy from 
now on win be used for a different purpose and will not require as much color 
as the grade that you will discontinue buying, but we want you to be very 
careful and not get any heavy fiUery tobacco in the grade. 

If you are buying any other grades other than those given above please dis- 
continue the purchase of the same at once. 
Very truly, yours. 

The effect of the action of the American Tobacco Co., taken as out- 
lined above, withdrawing from certain markets and curtailing pur- 
chases on others, is seen m the following letter from the buyer of a 
competing manufacturer on one of the markets upon which both bur- 
7ey and other types of tobacco named above were sold : 
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Glasgow, Ky., January 16 y 1920. 
Mr. A. H. Shinkle, Louisville^ Ky. 

Dear Sib : Tlie inclosed report shows quite a decline in prices since last week, 
due partly from A. T. Co. not buying any burley since Monday at 2 p. m. 

Bright trashes that formerly brought from 60 to 75 or 80 cents were selling 
this week around 50 cents. Common black-faced tobacco that has been selling 
around 12 cents brought this week from 7 to 10 cents. 

No change in prices of clear red or bright leaf, and as a result I am buying 
very little. 

Yours, truly, 

D. C. Bettison. 

In the early part of January, 1920, officials of the American 
Tobacco Co. began to consider the policy of placing an order with 
the J. P. Taylor Co. to purchase the bright burley tobacco used in 
the manufacture of its best grades of cigarettes. At that time the 
J. P. Taylor Co. had purchased more than 1,000,000 pounds of the 
single grade which it was purchasing on order for the American 
Tobacco Co. The letters set forth below between officials of the 
American Tobacco Co. outline the policy of the American Tobacco 
Co. at this time with regard to purchases of this type of tobacco : 

January 13, 1920. 
Mr. J. E. Lipscomb, 

Louisville Leaf Departmerit, Louisville, Ky. 

Deab Sir: I am in receipt of weekly statement of J. P. Taylor Co., showing 
that they have bought 1,195,980 pounds BX grade. 

In regard to suggestion you made to let these people buy bright tobacco, I 
have thought over the matter and believe it is wise to let them do so. Under 
the circumstances I think we should let them continue to pick up slowly an- 
other 1,000,000 pounds of E light, and in the meantime give them what bright 
grades you want on certain markets. I will leave this matter entirely for you 
to handle with Mr. Parker with the only suggestion that you advise him to 
handle it in such a manner that all of our men will not know. Would thank 
you to advise me what you do in the premises. 

In reference to grade GL, of which our requirements are about 750,000, I 
think it is all right to buy this grade on the loose floors in preference to buying 
same from dealers, but I would take it very slow and wait verj- late to buy it. 
I have talked to all of the big buyers of fired tobacco and practically none of 
them are on the market to speak of, and are waiting for much lower prices. 
There is very little export demand for this tobacco, and furthermore very little 
could be exported just at th's time, and for the small quantity we want, I think 
we can take a chance and wait until nearer the end of the season and get it 
very much cheaper than if we tried to buy it now. I will leave this matter 
entirely to you. 

I saw a memorandum of the redried stock the Taylor Co. put up out of this 
crop and my recollection of their old marks, no doubt, you can take over quite 
a quantity of this tobacco. Would like you to advise me what you can take. 
Very truly, yours, 

• 

Vice President. 

Attention is directed to that portion of the second paragraph of the 
above letter which gives instructions on the purchases of bright 
grades by the J. P. Taylor Co. : 

I will leave this matter entirely for you to handle with Mr. Parker, with th& 
only suggestion that you advise him to handle it in such a manner that all 
of our men will not know. Would thank you to advise me what .vou do in 
the premises. 

The third paragraph of the above letter relates to the American 
Tobacco Co.'s purchases of dark tobacco, which will be discussed 
in another part of this section. It should be noted here, however, 
that the American Tobacco Co. pursued the s^ircife ^cAxer^ q1^^\vOv$!cc:^^ 
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oflf" in its purchases of dark tobacco, which can be seen from the 
following quotations from the above letter : 

I have talked to all of the buyers of fired tobacco, and practically none 
of them are on the market to speak of, and are waiting for much lower prices. 
There is very little export demand for this tobacco, and, furthermore, very 
little could be exported just at this time; and for the small quantity we want; 
I think we can take a chance and wait until near the end of the season and 
get it very much cheaper than if we tried to buy it now. 

The reply to the manager of the Kentucky leaf department of 
the American Tobacco Co. to the above letter is as follows : 

Louisville Leaf Depabtment, 

Louisville, Ky.y January 19, 1920. 
Mr. J. H. Mahler, 

Vice President the American Tobacco Co., 

New York, N, Y, 

Dear Sir: Replying to your letter of January 13, will say that I will arrange 
with the J. P. Taylor Co. to buy KS, KT, and KU on several of the markets. 

In reference to our conversation over the phone this morning, will say that 
I think that it is best to continue buying KEL through the J. P. Taylor Co. 
on all of the good markets, as we have been doing in the past, as this is by 
far the cheapest grade of tobacco that we are buying and can be substituted for 
either KU or KT in KLS. 

We will, of course, reduce our quantity of KU and KT proportionately to what 
we buy of KEL. 

In reference to the 6L grade, three-quarters of a million of which we will 
have to buy, I agree with you that we should wait until later to begin buying 
this tobacco. I have taken the matter up with Mr. Miller, and we have decided 
to wait several weeks before we begin buying same. 

There has been sold in the hurley district about 120,000,000 pounds, which 
is generally estimated to be one-half of the crop. Color is fast disappearing. 

We are buying about 8 per cent under our present instructions, but will not 
be able to do this much longer, as I look for the quality and color to deteriorate 
very rapidly. 

I am glad to know that you will be here next Tuesday, and I will arrange 
for us to go around to a good many of the markets in order that you may 
see the general character of the crops. 
Very truly, yours, 

J. E. Lipscomb, Jr. 

On or about January 10, 1920, the American Tobacco Co. placed an 
order with the J. M. Edmunds Co., branch of the International 
Planters' Corporation, described in the foregoing section, to purchase 
on various markets 3,000,000 pounds of tobacco covered by two grades, 
to be used in the manufacture of plug and chewing tobacco. These 
two grades were the grades discontinued by the buyers of the Ameri- 
can Tobacco Co. on January 10, 1920. 

On January 22, 1920, officials of the American Tobacco Co. decided 
to curtail their purchases of the various grades of burley leaf tobacco 
about 6,000,000 pounds. On January 24, 1920, instructions were sent 
out to all buyers of the American Tobacco Co. to discontinue the pur- 
chase of practically all filler grades. Some buyers were allowed to 
continue buying two grades, one cutter grade and the other a filler 
grade. A sample of instructions sent out on this date by the American 
Tobacco Co. to its buvers is set forth below : 

Louisville, Ky., January 24, 1920. 

Dear Sir : Upon receipt of this letter you will please discontinue the purchase 

of all grades except those given below, and do not exceed the following averages. 

If you can not buy the grades fully up to standard in every respect at these 

prices, you will please let your competitors have same. 

We want you to get your grades with as much color as possible, and do not 

under any condition buy the heavy, brown side ot tYie gtadft, «i^ ^^ Iv^^ve no use 
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for same. It will be in order for you to buy the grades given freely, at the aver- 
ages provided you can get same up to standard. 

KU, 68 cents ; KO, 32 cents ; and buy your KW from 35 to 55 cents ; also your 
WK from 25 to 35 cents. Please be very careful in the purchase of these two 
grades, and see that you do not get any burnt tobacco in same. We will have to 
use your KW as a reducer for cigarette strips, and it must be thin and bright. 

Please also be very careful in the purchase of KO, and do not buy any tobacco 
in this grade bordering on KL and KK, and buy same on a thin, clear side with 
as much color as you can get. 

It will be in order for you to fill out the remnants of any grades that you have 
discontinued buying and ship same in as early as possible. 
Very truly, yours, 

Instructions were also sent by the Louisville leaf department of 
the American Tobacco Co. to the J. P. Taylor Co. to discontinue buy- 
ing the grades it was then buying for the American Tobacco Co. 

Louisville Leaf Depabtment, 
Louisville, Ky., January 24 j 1920. 
Mr. Geobge R. Pabkeb 

(Care of J. P. Taylor), 

Lexington, Ky. 

Deab Sib : I am just in receipt of a letter from Mr. J. H. Mahler advising us 
of changes that he wishes us to make in our buying, and I regret to advise 
that we will have to ask you again to discontinue buying all grades of tobacco 
for our account. 

This, of course, includes BX, XA, XI, X2, which we gave you a few days ago. 

Please wire all of your buyers upon receipt of this letter and have them dis- 
continue buying all grades at once. 
Very truly, yours. 

A telegram was also sent on the same date to J. P. Taylor Co. in- 
structing them to discontinue purchase of American grade. It would 
appear from the above letter that J. P. Taylor Co. on January 24, 
1920, was purchasing three additional grades for the American 
Tobacco Co. 

On January 27, 1920, the manager of the Louisville leaf depart- 
ment of the American Tobacco Co. submitted a statement to his 
superior oflScer in New York City showing the total purchases of the 
various grades of tobacco for and by the American Tobacco Co. leaf 
department. This statement indicates that the J. P. Taylor Co. had 
purchased 2,209,000 pounds of tobacco on order for the American 
Tobacco Co., covering four grades, and that the J. M. Edmunds Co. 
had purchased 975,000 pounds of tobacco on order for the American 
Tobacco Co., covering two grades. From this statement it appears 
that the American Tobacco Co. had purchased about two-thirds of 
its requirements on this date. In the letter accompanying this state- 
ment, copy of which is set forth below, it is noted that the local man- 
ager of the Louisville leaf department of the American Tobacco Co. 
suggests that the balance of the hurley leaf tobacco required be 
bought through the American Tobacco Co. leaf department's own 
buying organization. Special attention is directed to the fourth and 
fifth paragraphs of his letter : 

LouisviLT.E Leaf Department, American Tobacco Co., 

Louisville, Ky., January 27, 1920. 

Mr. J. H. Mahler, 

Vice President American Tobacco Co., New York, N. Y. 

Dear Sir: I am inclosing herewith a complete statement of all tobaccos 
bought to date, including our warehouse floor purchases, tobaccos bought from 
dealers, and tobaccos bought through dealers on order, leaving a net total ot 
10,142,000 pounds to complete our requlremeiita Vn. t\ife ^x^^<£t^\. oxo^. 
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You will note that we have overbought against our last requirements on 
KEL and KT. This tobacco can be substituted for KS and KU. 

The column marked " remainder to be bought as to grades " shows ihe net 
amount of each grade which we will buy in order to complete our requirements. 
I will continue to buy KG in connection with KW, but will not exceed the total 
amount of the two grades combined. The KG that we are getting is especially 
good and is the cheapest grade that we are buying and can be used for Tuxedo. 

I estimate that the remainder of the tobaccos which we will have to buy 
will cost $3,500,000 or less. Don't you think it would be advisable to stop 
buying all grades through dealers and buy this tobacco ourselves? If this 
meets with your approval, I would be glad if you would wire me in care of the 
Lexington Leaf Department upon receipt of this letter. 

I have had the J. P. Taylor Co. discontinue buying all grades, but the J. M. 
Edmunds Co. are still buying KL and KM. I think that we can save money 
by buying these two grades with our own buyers. Kindly advise. 
Very truly, yours, 

J. E. Lipscomb, Jr. 

On January 29, 1920, a teleOTam was sent by the manager of the 
Louisville leaf department oi the American Tobacco Cl'o. to his 
superior oiEcer in New York City, requesting that he be allowed to 
buy the filler tobacco being bought by the J. M. Edmunds organiza- 
tion. The reply of the New York official of the American Tobacco 
Co., on January 30, 1920, is set forth below : 

January 30, 1920. 

Mr. J. E. Lipscomb, Jr., 

Louisville Leaf Department, Eighth and 

Breckenridge Streets j Louisville, Ky.: 

Thought you fully understood that Taylor was to buy amount originally 
arranged. There must be no change in this plan, so please put them back on 
market at once. Govern your own buying so as to remain on few principal 
markets in small way. Let Tuck continue on filler until further advised. 

J. H. Mahler. 
Charge leaf department. 

It will be noted from this telegram that the Taylor Co. was to be 
placed back on the market, and that the Tuck or Edmunds Co. 
was to continue its purchases, and that authority was not given to 
the manager of the Louisville leaf department of the American 
Tobacco Co. to purchase the grades being purchased by the J. P. 
Taylor Co. and the J. M. Edmunds Co. A letter was written con- 
firming the above telegram. It is set forth below : 

January 30, 1920. 
Mr. J. E. Lipscomb, 

Louisville Leaf Department, Louisville, Ky. 

Dear Sir : Upon receipt of your letter of the 27th I immediately wired you 
as per confirmation inclosed. 

I was quite surprised to see that you had taken J. P. Taylor Co. off the 
market, as I thought after going into the matter so thoroughly with you and 
giving you a great many details of the money situation here, that you under- 
stood this matter fully, and was in full sympathy with it. We want to have 
Taylor purchase the full amount as agreed upon, and Tuck to buy the KL and 
KM. If we desire to change this policy, you will be kept fully advised. 

This will necessitate you buying only in a small way, and will leave that 
matter entirely to you as to any arrangements on the markets that you wi.sh 
to make. 

Yours, very truly, , 

Vice President. 

In replying to the above letter, the manager of the Louisville leaf 
department again reiterated his desire to buy the rest of the require- 
ments of the filler grades being bought by the J. M. Edmunds Co., 
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insisting that he could buy that tobacco cheaper than the Edmunds 
Co. could. This letter is set forth below : 

Louisville, Ky., January 31, 1920. 
Mr. J. H. Mahlee, 

The American Tobacco Co., New York, N. Y. 

Dear Sir: I am in receipt of your wire of JaDuary 30; also your letter and 
statements of January 27, which I have carefully noted. 

In reply to same will say that I thought as our requirements had been so 
jrreatly reduced that you would prefer our buying the rest of our requirements 
with our own organization rather than have outsiders buy same. Therefore, I 
had J. P. Taylor Co. discontinue buying. I am, however, advising Mr. Parker 
to-day to reenter the market on KS, KT, KU, and KEL, the total amount of 
which we will have to buy through them will be approximately 3,300,000 pounds 
more in order to complete our original plan. This will leave us only KE, KO, 
and KW to buy, which we will buy very conservatively on a few markets. 

We will have to buy about 900,000 pounds KE and a very little more of KO 
and KW. I think, however, that we should buy KW and KO, even if we have 
to deduct this from the total amount to be bought by J. P. Taylor as these two 
jrrades are the only reducing grades that we have, while both grades are excep- 
tionally good. 

J. M. Edmunds Co. have bought to date approximately 2,000,000 pounds of 
KM and KL against requirements of 6,250,000 pounds. They are buying this 
tobacco very irregularly, missing a great many of the cheaper piles that we could 
use, and some days they are off of the market entirely on account of being 
blocked. I am satisfied that we could buy this tobacco to a much better advan- 
tage and cheaper than they are buying it. Would be glad if you would let us 
buy the rest of our requirements in these two grades. 

In reference to the southern Kentucky tobacco, I have had a talk with Mr. 
B. R. Miller this morning over the phone and advised him to enter the market 
next week for the 200,000 pounds of CC, and 750,000 pounds of GL, and to buy 
conservatively of the grades for the Nashville branch. 

The brakes in the hurley district are very much commoner this week and all 
colory grades except the fancy piles were higher the latter part of the week 
than they were the first part of the week. 

R. J. Reynolds is buymg fully 50 per cent of the offerings from the common- 
est up. 

They are buying so much tobacco on some of the small markets that the 
markets have had to close in order for the Reynolds Co. to remove their tobacco 
from the warehouse floor to make room for sales. 

It is estimated now that about 100,000,000 pounds of the hurley crop will be 
sold. 

Very truly, yours. J. E. Lipscomb, Jr. 

On that day, January 31, 1920, however, the manager of the 

Louisville leaf department of the .American Tobacco Co. instructed 

a number of commission markets to discontinue the purchase of all 

grades of tobacco. A sample of this letter of instructions is set 

forth below : 

Louisville, Ky., January 31, 1920. 

Dear Sir : Upon receipt of this letter you will please discontinue the purchase 
of all grades of tobacco. Fill out and ship in your remnants as early as possible, 
as we will not buy any more tobacco on your market this season. 
Very truly, yours, 

The following letters were sent to some of the larger markets : 

Louisville, Ky., January 31, 1920. 

Dear Sir: Upon receipt of this letter you will please discontinue the pur- 
chase of all grades of tobacco except KE, which you may begin buying at an 
average not to exceed 40 cents. 

In buying this tobacco please avoid any green or black-faced tobacco as want 
only a clear, red filler in this grade. 

Please pack up and ship in at once all of the other grades that you have been 
buying, as we will not buy any of these grades on your market again this 
season. 

Very truly, yours. 
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LocisviLLE, Kt> Jmmuary SI, 1920. 

iJEAU SfK: Upon recfi^pt of this le tter yon will please discoDtinoe tbe por- 
chaise of all aprsules €if tobacco except KE, KW. and WX. Yon may bny KE at 
an tLYemefi not to exceed 40 cent& Please avoid any green or black-faoed 
tobacco in tbis fprtL6e^ as we want only a clear, red fiUer. 

Pleaife bny conserraiiTely of these grades and see that yonr KW and WX are 
tfiin and colory. 

VfT>' tmly. yonr*?. 

The effect of the holding off the mark^ bv the American Tobacco 
Co. on the numerous grades during the month of January was soon 
felt by competitors, as can be seen in tiie language of the following 
paragraph taken from a letter from a buyer of one of the large 
manufacturers to his superior on January 2b. 1920 : 

The American Toba^-o Co. have discontinued buying the better cigarette 
cutters, and the ones that were bringing from 90 cents to $1 are selling on our 
market now from 76 to 80 cents. If you would be interested in any of these 
tjrpes for your B 1, 2, and 3, I will send you some type samples. Liggett & 
31yers are still very strong on the filler grades, and Reynolds are buying prac- 
tically all of the good colory grades. C>ur market has sold up to date about 
4,750.000 pounds, and we exi)ect to sell about 3,000,000 more. 
Yours, truly. 



On February 2, 1920, the manager of the Louisville leaf depart- 
ment of the American Tobacco Co. instructed his buyers on three of 
the principal loose-leaf markets to discontinue buying two grades. 

On the same date the vice president of the American Tobacco Co., 
in charge of the purchase or leaf tobacco, addressed a letter to the 
manager of the liouisville leaf department in reply to the latter's 
letter of January 31, set forth above. In this letter instructions were 
given to the Louisville leaf department to substitute a cheaper grade 
for the grade which was being bought by the J. P. Taylor Co. and 
which at that time was being bought by the American Tobacco Co.'s 
buying organization, so that only two regidar grades from that time 
on were being bought by the American Tobacco Co. direct. Instruc- 
tions were also given to discontinue buying tobacco in the Louisville 
market " with the exception of now and then a hogshead just for 
appearance sake." A further reduction was also made in the price 
limit placed on the tobacco to be purchased by the Taylor and Ed- 
munds organization. This letter, which is set forth below, clearly 
indicates the position the American Tobacco Co. assumed with regard 
to the tobacco market in Kentucky : 

Febeuaby 2, 1020. 
Mr. J. E. T.iPSCOMB, 

Louisville, Ky. 

T)KAB SiK : I have yours of the 31st and note you have put Taylor on the mar- 
ket again for KS, KT, KIT, and KEL, and you would buy KE, KO, and KW. 

I do not think we should buy any more KEL and would give Taylor " B " in- 
stead. 

A« to the prices for these grades, I think they should be limited and be gov- 
erned by the quantity of tobacco yet to be sold, and who will buy it. I noticed 
tills morning from reports of the 28, 29, and 30 that the averages on O ran 
from 17i to 34 cents, U from 57 to 77 cents, and W from 28 to 44 cents. In 
my opinion, you will never buy any cheap tobacco this way or able to bear 
th(i i)rlces, and when you have to get off the market our competitors will buy 
cheaper tobacco than we do. You say there is yet 100,000,000 pounds to sell, 
and I know before the crop is over some people will be very tired of buying 
tobacco. My suggestion to you Is to either withdraw some of your buyers 
Train certain ujidesirable markets or give them a low price. Furthermore, I 
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think we should give every buyer, as well as the Taylor crowd, at this time 
an average on every grade instead of a range. I would suggest prices along 
the following lines : S, 90 cents ; T, 80 cents ; U, 60 cents ; W, 37^ cents ; E, 40 
cents; O. 25 cents. 

Even if you do not buy a great quantity of tobacco to start off with at these 
averages, you can more easily see by going a little slower what your competitor 
is doing. The idea I am trying to convince you of is to go slower than you 
have been going and taking tlie matter of buying in an easy way. We have 
never yet had to close a factory for the lack of tobacco, and I do not fear that 
we will have to do so this year, even if we do not buy the last requirements. 

I would also suggest that you practically discontinue on the Louisville market, 
with the exception of now and then a hogshead just for appearance sake. 

I would also suggest that you discuss with Mr. Parker the prices as given 
above for the grades you are going to let him buy and get closer together on 
this proposition. 

As regards the fillers Edmunds is buying, I do not wish to make any change 
just at this time. Mr. Edmunds is, I understand, in the West this week, and 
you could take up the matter with him of their missing cheap tobaccos. I note 
that you say that we could buy this tobacco cheaper than they are buying it. 
When I was in Louisville last you said they could buy it cheaper than we could. 
This matter should be thrashed out by you with the Edmunds crowd, as they 
should buy tobacco like you want it and at the price you want it. 

In regard to CC and GL tobacco which you advised Mr. Miller to begin 
buying, would thank you to advise me on what markets and who will buy this 
tobacco. It is my intention to go West about the 10th of January, will advise 
you definitely later. 

Yours, very truly. 



Vice President. 

On the same date, February 2, 1920, the manager of the Louisville 
leaf department of the American Tobacco Co., addressed a letter 
to the manager of the J. P. Taylor Co., Lexington, Ky., revising his 
figures for the grades to be purchased by the J. P. Taylor organiza- 
tion, and also placing a price limit upon these grades. It appears 
from this letter that the J. P. Taylor Co. was to purchase from that 
time on more than 2,000,000 pounds of tobacco for the American 
Tobacco Co., this tobacco for the most part being the kind which is 
used in the manufacture of cigarettes and smoking tobacco. Letter 
is as follows : 

Louis vnxE, Ky., February 2, 1920. 
Mr. Geo. R. Pabker, 

J. P. Taylor Co., Lexington, Ky. 

Dear Sib: Confirming the phone message which I had with you on Saturday 
relative to buying several grades of tobacco for us, wiU say that after going 
over our figures we have revised this list to some extent. We now wish you 
to buy, on a basis of the following amounts, the grades given below : 

Pounds. 

XA or our KS 840,000 

XI or our KT 871,000 

X2 or our KU 770,000 

BX or our KEL 700,000 

Please do not take into consideration anything that you have already bought, 
but buy on a basis of these amounts, beginning with to-day (Monday's pur- 
chases). You will have to buy this tobacco pretty freely from now on in order 
to get these amounts, and I would suggest that you use, say from 85 to 99 on 
XA, 75 to 89 on XI, 60 to 79 on X2, 50 to 79 on BX, letting the averages run 
what they will. I do not think that you should exceed 70 cents average on 
BX, 95 cents on XA, 85 cents on XI, or 70 cents on X2. We have not exceeded 
these averages at any time this season and our general averages on these grades 
are much below these figures. 

You will understand that what we want in all of these grades is a bright, 
thin cigarette tobacco with as high color as you can posslhlY ?,^t. 
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These instructions are subject to cliange at any time, but I hope that we 
will not have to make any more changes throughout the rest of this crop. 

I would suggest that you buy this tobacco only on the bright markets and 
with your best buyers, as I am afraid you will get some of this tobacco too 
heavy if bought on all of the markets. Please do not buy more than the total 
number of pounds shown for each grade in any instance. 
Very truly, yours, 



The immediate effect of the withdrawal of the American Tobacco 
Co.'s buyers on a number of grades of light-colored burley tobacco 
was soon recognized by buyers for other manufacturers. The fol- 
lowing quotations, taken from a letter, dated FebruaiT 3, 1920, from 
such a buyer to his superior officer is worthy of notice in this 
respect : 

The A. T. Co. are practically off of the market, and Reynolds are not near as 
strong as they have been. Our market is selling fully as good quality of to- 
bacco as at any time during the season, and our average is going below 40 
per cent. Some of the cigarette cutters are very reasonable. If at all con- 
venient, I wish you could visit our market soon, or I can come to Louisville 
Saturday if necessary. 

On February 5, 1920, the manager of the Louisville leaf depart- 
ment of the American Tobacco Co. addressed a letter to his superior 
in Xew York City in reply to the latter's letter of February 2, 1920. 
This letter, which is set forth below, outlines the way in which the 
instructions, which had been given him, were being carried out : 

Lexington Leaf Department, 

Lcxhiffton, Ky., February 5, 1920. 
Mr. J. H. Mahler, 

The American Tobacco Co., Neto York, N. Y. 

Dear Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of February 2, wiiich was for- 
warded me from Louisville, contents of which I carefully noted. In reply, 
would say that we withdrew from all the markets in the burley section, ex- 
cept 14, about 10 days ago. I am to-day withdrawing from all the markets, 
ex(-ept 10, and am buying the following grades on the markets given below 
verj^ conservatively at the averages suggested in j'our letter: 

Lexington, KO, 25 cents; KW, 37^ cents. Richmond, KO, 25 cents; KW, 
37^ cents. Cynthiana, Frankfort, Greenville, Paris, ShelbyviUe, Danville, Rich- 
mond, Harrodsburg, KW, 37^ cents. 

In reference to averages, will say that we have been buying by averages 
instead of by range of prices at all times. Prices are very irregular and fre- 
quently we can l)uy a pile of KO under 20 cents as good as we can get at 30 
cents. We have had an average of 30 cents on KO, C8 cents on KU, and are 
buying KW under two marks, the best clean side of which I expect to use 
for KLS, and the scrappy side which we are buying at a low price for Tuxedo. 
This is the reason of the discrepancy in the average you name. 

I have been with Mr. Patker the entire week and we have discussed prices, 
quantity of tobacco yet to be sold, etc., and we both agree that there will be 
very little bright tobacco sold after the next two weeks. I have had him 
discontinue the purchase of KE Lt and have given him KE instead. Have 
also given him the averages you name, KS 90 cents, KT 80 cents, KU 60 cents, 
and KE 40 cents. 

We will buy conservatively at these prices, and should the market decline of 
course will reduce our averages further. 

Reynolds is very strong on color on all markets, taking fully one-half of it, 
Liggett & Myers are also strong on color on some of the markets and some 
color is being bought by other dealers. 

I have gotten in communication with J. M. Edmunds & Co. and have ad- 
vised them not to buy more than their original quantity, namely, 1,500,000 
pounds of KL and 1,500,000 pounds of KM. 

In regard to CO and GL grades, will say that I have discussed this matter 
with Mr. Miller, and we will buy these grades with their own buyers on the fol- 
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lowing markets: Russellville, Hopkinsville, and Springfield, and will bny 
them through Mr. Taryon at Clarksville. 

I hope that you can make it convenient to be in Kentucky next week. 
Very truly, yours, 

J. E. Lipscomb, Jr. 

It would appear from the above letter that the Louisville leaf de- 
partment was purchasing one grade on two markets and another 
grade on 10 markets. In this connection it is pointed out that there 
are more than 60 loose-leaf markets which are usually covered by some 
one of the larger manufacturers and which, in fact, were covered by 
the American Tobacco Co. at the beginning of the season. The 
buyers on the markets not named in the above letter were gradually 
withdrawn between February 1 and February 10. 

On February 6, 1920, additional instructions were sent the J. P. 
Taylor Co. by the Louisville leaf department of the American To- 
bacco Co. further reducing the average to be paid for the various 
grades, being bought by the J. P. Taylor Co. for the American 
Tobacco Co. 

Februaby 6, 1920. 

Mr. Geo. R. Parker, 

(Care of J. P. Taylor Co.) 

Lexington, Ky. 

Dear Sir: Beginning: with Monday's sale, please reduce your averages as 
follows : KA 85 cents, Kl and Jl 75 cents, K2 57^ cents. 

These tobaccos could be bought here to-day freely at these prices, and will 
ask that you take this matter up with all your markets at once and see that 
they do not exceed these averages under any conditions. 

Please instruct them also not to buy more than one-third of the color on the 
market in these grades and let the prices come back and reduce your averages 
still further if possible. 

You could have bought these grades on this market to-day freely at these 
prices. In fact, you would not have needed any higher average to have bought 
one-third of the tobacco. 

I will call you up from Louisville Wednesday morning, and we will then 
discuss further what policy to pursue. 
Very truly, yours, 

P. S. — Please use your Jl as a reducer for XI. We think this tobacco is too 
high in proportion to the other grades you are buying. Please see that you 
get it with good stemming quality. 



February 6, 1920. 
Mr. George R. Parker, Lexington, Ky, 

Dear Sir: Please advise all of your markets at once to reduce the average 
on KE to 35 cents or under. We liave received reports from most of our 
buyers and they hjive been buying this grade freely from 33 to 35 cents average. 
We want you to buj- this grade conservatively, as we do not think we will have 
any trouble getting what we want of it, but, of course, want it bought as low as 
we can possibly get It. 

In reference to the other grades, please advise your buyers to see that same 
are kept fully up to the standard, no matter how little they get. 

I think Reynolds shows a decided tendency to weaken, but we do not want to 
increase our purchases, but want to reduce our averages all that we possibly 
can. 

I will be in Lexington next Tuesday morning juid hop(» to be able to see you 
some time during the day. 
Very truly, yours. 

On February 7, 1920, the manager of the P. Lorillard Co. ad- 
dressed a letter to one of his buyers on an outlying market not 
included in the J. P. Taylor organization, in which he stated that — 
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The market was much lower in Lexington on Thursday and Friday, the 
American being almost out of the market and Reynolds was going very. slow, 
which enabled us to make much lower averages than we were making the first 
part of the week on all our grades. 

On the same date, in another letter, the same writer made the fol- 
lowing statement to one of the buyers of the J. P. Taylor Co., who 
was buying for the Lorillard account : 

The market at I^xington on Thursday and Friday was much lower on all 
grades, Reynolds Co. and the American being very weak and showed a tendency 
to '* back-up " and let others have them. 

On the same date the same writer, m a letter to one of his commis- 
sion buyers, who also bought on commission for the J. P. Taylor Co., 
made the following statement : 

The color trashes show much more weakness than any other type of tobacco 
on account of the American Tobacco Co. being almost out on these grades. 

The above quotations are inserted here for the purpose of showing 
the effect on the market of the withdrawal of the buyers of the Amer- 
ican Tobacco Co. on certain grades and types of tobacco. It is also 
worthy of mention that at the time these letters were sent out similar 
letters were sent to other markets. The buyers for the J. P. Taylor 
Co. were buying on various markets competing grades for the Ameri- 
can Tobacco Co. and the P. Lorillard Co. 

On that date, February 7, 1920, however, the manager of the Louis- 
ville leaf department of the American Tobacco Co. instructed the 
J. P. Taylor Co. to discontinue the buying of two of the American 
grades on certain markets. This letter of instructions is set forth 
below : 

LouisviixE, Ky., February 7, 1920. 
Mr. George R. Parker, 

(Care of J. P. Taylor Co.) 

Lexington, Ky. 

Dear Sir : After going over our figures we find that we will not need as much 
of the X2 grade as we first gave you to buy. Therefore we will ask that you 
discontinue buying this grade on all markets except Lexington, Paris, Danville, 
Richmond, and Harrodsburg, Ky. 

Please see that the last average is not exceeded and that the tobacco is kept 
fully up to standard. Please discontinue also buying all grades at Greenville. 
Tenn., except our KE. We presume that you have placed an order for KE on 
this market. 

Very truly, yours. 

The manager of the Kentucky leaf department of the P. Loril- 
lard Co., in a letter to his superior officer, on February 16, 1920, in 
discussing conditions of the hurley market, is quoted as follows : 

We were able the past two weeks to get much better values in all our grades 
than previously, and feel quite sure we will get our requirements of the various 
grades as the market continues to show weakness, owing to the A. T. Co. not 
taking but little, and Reynolds showing a disposition to let us have some of 
the better grades. 

This quotation is inserted here for the purpose of showing the 
effect upon the market by the withdrawal of the American Tobacco 
Co., and also the fact that the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. were hold- 
ing off of the market. The details of the latter concern's activities 
in this regard will be discussed later in this section. (See p. 88.) 

On February 16, 1920, the manager of the Louisville leaf depart- 
ment of the American Tobacco Co., instructed his buyers on certain 
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principal markets to begin buying two grades of burley fillers, 
similar to the grades the J. P. Taylor Co. had been buying on order 
for the American Tobacco Co., assigning new names to the grades. 
The letter of instructions is as follows : 

Louisville, Ky., February 16y 1920. 

Dear Sir : We wish you to begin buying two grades of burley fillers, one at an 
average of 7 cents, which you will buy, ship, and report on your daily reports as 
KY. This grade is similar to your MM. 

We also wish you to buy another grade at an average of 9 cents, which you 
will buy, ship, and report on your daily reports as KX. This grade is similar 
to your KM. 

The only difference would be that we want you to buy this grade with as lit- 
tle body as possible, as we expect to use the same for smoking purposes. Please 
avoid in both grades any suckers, house-burned tobacco, or tobacco with black 
face, as this type is absolutely unfit for our use. 

We have visited several of the markets recently and think that you will be 
able to buy both of these grades fully up to standard, and buy them freely at 
these prices. If you find that your market has advanced and that you can not 
buy the grades up to standard let your competitors have same, but should your 
market decline we would like for you to buy these grades as much under these 
averages as you possibly can. 

Please ship the two grades to the Maysville Leaf Department, the A. T. Co., 
Maysville, Ky., until further advised. 

If these instructions are not entirely clear to you, please advise at once. 

We do not object to this tobacco being short provided it has quality, but do 
not buy any lugs in either grade. 
Very truly, yours, 

On February 21, 1920, the buyers of the American Tobacco Co. 
were allowed to increase their average on the two new grades just 
assigned them to purchase. Letter of instructions is set forth below : 

Louisville, Ky., February 21, 1920. 

Deab Sir: Upon receipt of this letter it will be in order for you to use an 
average of 9^ cents on KX, but do not exceed 7 cents average on KY. We think 
you should be able to buy both of these grades very freely at these prices, at the 
same time keeping both grades fully up to standard. 

As no doubt the quality of your offerings from now on will be very common, 
we want you to be exceedingly careful in the purchase of KW and buy nothing 
in this grade except high colored, thin tobacco, even if you do not get but very 
little, we want it strictly good. 
Very truly, yours, 

It will be seen from the above letters that the American Tobacco 
Co. was able to take advantage of the decline in the market caused 
by its own withdrawal, not only by purchasing higher-grade to- 
baccos through other organizations but by purchasing lower grades 
of tobacco at much lower prices through its own organization. 

The following letter from the manager of the Louisville leaf 
department of the American Tobacco (Jo. to his superior in New 
York City, dated February 20, 1920, clearly demonstrates the effect 
the placing of orders for burley tobacco with the J. P. Taylor Co. 
had upon competition between those two concerns, even when the 
American Tobacco Co. was purchasing grades of tobacco which were 
also being purchased by the J. P. Taylor Co. The letter is as 

follows : 

Lexington, Ky., February 20, 1920. 
Mr. X H. Mahler, 

The American Tobacco Co., 

New York, N. Y. 

Dear Sir : The sales this week have been very small on most of the markets, 
and the offerings have been very common, with i^ractve^tW^ wq QftVix ^^s^^Xssst'^ 
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except I.exinptoii and Paris. These two Diarkets are selliiji: a small propor- 
tion of color, but we do not exi)ect anything but common tobacco after next 
week. 

We are getting a very nice line of the KY and KX, but they are not as chea;> 
as I had hoped to see them, as there are a good many local speculators on 
all markets who are buying these grades freely. We are conflicting with tho^ 
J. P. Taylor Co. on his grades verj- little. Our competitors are the speculators 
and J. M. Edmunds Co. 

Reynolds has come back on the market again very strong on all colory 
grades and :s buying the best color up to a dollar or more. 

We will hardly be able to get our full requirements of the colory grades, 
but 1 do not think we will be but a few hundred hogshead short. A good many 
of the smaller markets will close next week, and I think that the sale.< In 
Lexington will be very small after that time. 
Very truly, yours, 

J. E. Lipscomb, Jr. 

It would also appear from the third paragraph of the above letter 
that the R. J. Reynolds Co., after taking a vacation from the market 
was back again to complete its season's purchase. 

On April 19, 1920, the manager of the Louisville leaf department of 
the American Tobacco Co. addressed a letter to his superior in New 
York City in which he discussed the purchase of burley leaf tobacco 
in hogsheads on the Louisville market in the fall of 1919, heretofore 
referred to in this section. This letter will be set forth at this time 
to disclose the purpose of the American Tobacco Co. in buying to- 
bacco under cover through brokers instead of buying direct from 
the dealer or from the grower. This letter was written after the 
transaction was closed and sets forth in clear terms the reason for 
this policy of buying. Particular attention is directed to the last 
paragraph of the letter, which is set forth in full below : 

April 19, 1920. 
Mr. J. H. Mahler, 

Vire President American Tohncco Co., 

New York, N. Y. 

Dear Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of April 16 in reference to the lot 
of common tobacco we bought last fall for export cigarettes. 

In reply will say that Mr. Edmunds was evidently misinformed as to the 
quantity of this tobacco that we bought on the Louisville market, We bought 
on the Louisville market through G. O. Tuck & Co. 861 hogsheads. We also 
bought drect from them of their own stock about 1,000 hogsheads, and the 
rest of the lot was various dealers' tobacco which we had them round up for 
us, samples of which were submitted to us at the time of the purchase. 

When we received instructions to buy 3,000,000 pounds of common tobacco 
it was not our intention to buy any of it on the brakes here, but we' found it 
was impossible to get the quantity that we had to buy from dealers and had to 
buy on the Louisville market to complete our order. We bought this tobacco 
to the very best advantage possible and in fact saved something over $4 per 
hundred on same on the price of $24 that you advised me you could stand. 

Had this tobacco been used for the purpose for which it was bought there 
would not have been a pound of throw outs, as the tobacco on a whole is far 
better than the samples of strips that we submitted to you before we received 
the order. This tobacco is composed of KL, KM, MM, and MM-2. 

As we will have to use this tobacco for domestic purposes we will naturally 
have to pick it closer than we would have done had it been used as intended. 

There will not be more than 40,000 or 50,000 pounds of throw outs out of the 
entire 3,000,000 pounds of tobacco. We are not finding this tobacco a bit worse 
than any other dealer's tobacco that we have bought in the past, and the grades 
that we are making are standard. 

You know how I feel about buying tobacco on the Louisville market, and we 

would not have done so had it been possible to fill the order in any other way. 

Ai^ (t. (). ^J'uck & Co. were buying comnum tobacco on the brakes here at the time 

ny^ nmde this purcbfisOf ^ve gave them the order to bwy for us In order ta 
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aToid competition, and we certainly bought it clieaper than we would have done 
bad we tried to buy it ourselves. 
Very truly, yours, 

J. E. Lipscomb, Jr. 

Further evidence of the fact that the American Tobacco Co. did 
not wish the public to know that the J. P. Taylor Co. was buying on 
order for them may be seen in a letter from the manager of the J. P. 
Taylor Co., Lexington, to the manager of the Louisville leaf depart- 
ment of the American Tobacco Co., Louisville, dated June 24, 1920. 
It would appear that the tobacco purchased by the J. P. Taylor Co. 
had been stored in various warehouses throughout the State, and the 
warehousemen were required to furnish details to the Government 
concerning the ownership of tobacco stored in their warehouses. 
When this matter came to the attention of the J. P. Taylor Co., it was 
called to the notice of the American Tobacco Co. Special attention 
is directed to the third paragraph of the letter, which is as follows : 

June 24, 1920. 
Mr. J. E. Lipscomb, Jr^, 

The American Tohacco Co., Louisville, Ky. 

Dear Sir: We are in receipt of a letter from Kirk & Key, Maysville, Ky., 
copy of whicli is lierewith inclosed. 

We have not answered this letter and we will be obliged to you if you will 
suggest to us how you prefer our answering in the matter. 

We felt that writing Kirk & Key and reporting the tobac o as belong ng to 
the American Tobacco Co. would be unwise as that information would get 
back to Lexington at once. 

In the event that you wish us to report these tobaccos as our own and turn 
them in for taxes we will be glad to do so. 

I do not suggest this as being the best method but only to bring out the 
idea that we will be more than glad to handle the matter in any manner which 
you see fit. 

This same proposition, of course, will be effective at Mount Sterling, Mays- 
ville, Carrollton, and Lexington. 

Thanking you for as early reply as convenient, I am, 
Yours, truly, 

Geo. R. Parker. 

The reply of the Louisville leaf department of the American To- 
bacco Co. to the above letter from the J. P. Taylor Co. is set forth 
below : 

Louisville, Ky., June 26, 1920. 
Messrs. J. P. Taylor Co., Lexington, Ky. 
Attention, George R. Parker. 

Gentlemen : Your letter of June 24 to Mr. J. B. Lipscomb has been handed 
to us for answer. 

Regarding leaf w^hich is being transferred to us as of June 28, it will be in 
order for you to notify the outside warehouses that this tobacco is being turned 
over to our company. 

Regarding taxes as of July 1, our company will hand in list for taxation at 
all points, where this tobacco is stored. Please govern yourself accordingly. 
Very respectfully, 

Louis viTXE Leaf Department, The American Tobacco Co., 
By , Cashier. 

By the P. Lorillard Co. — In the foregoing paragraphs of this sec- 
tion attention has been directed to the activities of the American 
Tobacco Co. in holding off the market and buying leaf tobacco under 
cover. Attention will now be given to similar activities of the P. 
Lorillard Co., another of the large American manufacturers. 

It appears that for a number of years the J. P. Taylor Co. has 
been making purchases of hurley leax toWce/o oTL>iXv^Vicys.^\^^\*^<5»c>f^ 
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for the p. Lorillard Co. The reason assi^ed for this practice by 
the officials of the P. Lorillard Co. is that since the decree (1911) the 
Lorillard Co. has felt that they could biiy the tobacco cheaper 
through the buying organization of the J. P. Taylor Co. 

As early as November 12, 1919, arrangements for the buying of the 
hurley crop, 1919-20 season, were discussed by officials of the Loril- 
lard Co. and J. P. Taylor Co. The Taylor buying organization con- 
sists of commission buyers as well as salaried buyers. Some of these 
commission men make purchases on order for or are part of other 
competing organizations. One of such commission buyers is located 
at Harrodsburg, Ky. On November 15, 1919, this dealer addressed 
a letter to the manager of the leaf department of the P. Lorillard Co. 
(for whom he also acted as a buyer), inclosing a letter from the 
Louisville manager of the J. P. Taylor Co. The reply to this letter 
by the manager of the Kentucky leaf department of JP. Lorillard Co. 
sets forth the arrangement between the two concerns. Special atten- 
tion is directed to the second and third paragraphs of this letter, 
which is as follows : 

November 17, 1919. 
Mr. H. T. SoAPER, Harrodsburg, Ky. 

Dear Sir: Your favor 15th, with Mr. Parker's letter inclosed, received and 
read with much interest. 

Judging from Mr. Parker's letter, he will want you to buy a great deal more 
than last season and trust that our organization will make them a satisfactory 
purchase. 

Will have Ben meet you in Lexington on Friday, November 21, to go over with 
Mr. Parker and yourself the grades he wishes you to buy, and we certainly hope 
that he will give you prices, especially on grades that are similar to ours at 
about the same price we pay for same, for in that way there can be no trouble in 
a fair division. 

We are glad that Mr. Morrow will prove helpful to you, as you have no one 
to assist you at Harrodsburg, and feel quite sure that he can be of great assist- 
ance to Ben at Lancaster and think best to so arrange that he can work some at 
both places. 

The past week has been ideal for drying out tobacco in barns, and the freeze 
should set the color and no doubt froze all the suckers that were cut and will 
make very common low grades. 

We note that Lancaster will have tobacco show on November 20, 21, and 22, 
and would like very much to attend, but fear that we can not get away at that 
time, but will try and see you before the opening at Lexington, to go over the 
various grades that we wish to buy. 

Yours, very truly, Kentucky Leaf Department. 

The Lorillard Co., although it did not start buying until the 5th 
of January, 1920, kept in close touch with the various markets in the 
hurley district. The following letters addressed to one of the buyers 
of the J. P. Taylor Co. will give an indication of the character of 
information requested by the Lorillard Co. : 

December 13, 1919. 
Mr. H. T. Soaper, Harrodshurgh, Ky. 

Dear Sir: Your favor 11th, and also samples received, for which we thauk 
you. We forwarded all of them on to factory for Mr. Smith to see. 

We note your market has continued to advance from day to day on all better 
grades and that the American has come in very strong, topping the R. J. R. people. 
We visited several markets this week and most of them showed a very good 
lot of serviceable tobacco with some of the finest tobacco sprinkled through the 
offerings we have ever seen. Warehousemen speculators on markets having open- 
ing sales were large buyers and doing everything in their power to push prices 
up, and for this reason the large companies' purchases were small, and the little 
they bought they squeezed their grades constantly to get within the price. 
At ShelbyviUe Thursday market was weak on all the filler grades and medium 
trashes, which were fully $5 to $8 more than luexVngtoii, aiv^ ^^ ^NOwVd wot be 
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surprised that other markets will show an easier tendency soon, and it is our 
people's intention to wait until after the first of the year before buying. 

Just in receipt of letter from Mr. Smith stating that the J. P. Taylor Co. has 
accepted our business ; charges to be the same as last year, $1 per hundred in 
buying and packing in winter order and $2 for redrying. 
Yours, very truly, 

Kentucky Leaf Department. 



November 28, 1919. 
Mr. H. T. SoAPER, 

Lancaster, Ky. 

Dear Sir : We do not intend to start buying on the opening sales, but wish 
you to keep us advised as to the sales and quality of same. 

We believe the crop contains tobacco more desirable for our various grades 
tlian last year's, which will enable you to hold your grades up to a good high 
standard. 

To keep a close check on your purchases we suggest that you take buyer's 
coupon from the basket ticket before leaving sale, which assures you a record 
of the basket and price. 

Please keep your tobacco fully covered by insurance, for the ownership, as 
formerly, does not change until tobacco is loaded in car, with bill of lading 
signed and nrailed to our company. 

Wish to call your attention to good cooperage; please see that both bottom 
and top head is securely nailed in, for we have had great deal of trouble with 
heads dropping out. 

The wet weather in Octobe*- damaged great deal of tobacco by mildew, 
and we wish you to be very careful and avoid buying damaged tobacco, or 
tobacco in soft condition. 

I>aily report should be mailed promptly after each sale to both New York 
and this office. 

We will write you later the grades we wish to buy and the price for same. 
Yours, truly. 



The following letter from the vice president of the Lorillard Co. 
to the manager of the Kentucky leaf department, Louisville, Ky., 
gives an indication of the buying policy of the Lorillard Co. : 

December 22, 1919. 
Mr. A. H. Shinkle, 

(Kentucky Leaf Department), 

P. Lorillard Co., Louiaville, Ky. 

Dear Sib: Your letter of the 18th received, and same has been carefully 
read. 

It now begins to look as if we had lost nothing by holding off the market so 
far. It is certainly hard to decide this season what to do nbout buying. 
Keep me fuUy posted as to all grades, especially CL, OL, and M. 
Please say to Mr. Manson that I received his letter in regard to the ship- 
ment of stems. 

Yours, truly, , 

Vice President. 

Attention is directed to the second paragraph of the letter above. 

On January 3 the Kentucky leaf department of the P. Lorillard 
Co. placed its orders with the variotis buying agencies of the J. P. 
Taylor Co., with instructions as to price and percentage of total offer- 
ings to be purchased. The following letter is a sample of such in- 
structions : 

January 3, 1920. 
Mr. H. T. SoAPER, Lancaster, Ky. 

(Attention Mr. Ben. J. Narz.) 

Dear Sir: Prices the past weel? show some decline on most markets, while 
others show very little change, which makes it difficult to say what to pay for 

32338—21 6 
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our various grades, but we wish to go very slow at the start and to take only 
a small per cent, even if the prices that we name permit of a larger purchase. 

We wish to start buying the first of the week the following grades : OL, not 
to exceed $68 average ; ML, $55 to $57 average ; M, $45 to $47 average ; M2, |38 
to $40 average; O, $30 to $32 average; G, $30 to $32 average; and G2, $^ 
average. 

Please type each hogshead to fairly represent so we can go over same and 
advise you as to quality, etc. 

Please hold your grades up well and only take the clear, ripe, good-character 
tobacco in all our better grades, and please advise as to the general quality 
of the offerings and if those prices permit you to get the best values. 
Yours, very truly, 

Kentucky Leaf Department. 

On the same date the following letter was addressed to the manager 
of the J. P. Taylor Co., in Lexington. It will be noted from this 
letter that the buyer on each market was supposed to furnish the 
Lorillard Co. with a weekly report of total sales that date on each 
market and the average in addition to the regular daily reports : 

JANUABY 3, 1920. 
Geo. R. Parker, 

Manager J, P. Taylor Co., Lexington, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Parker : After our phone this morning and reading several reports 
from markets, we concluded to wait until Monday's sale at Lexington to get 
the trend of prices before commencing to buy at your outside points, and inclose 
copy of letter we have written a few of your markets to this effect. 

Please write us confirming handling charge of $1 for buying and packing in 
winter order, and $2 for buying, redrying, etc. Kindly send us list of markets 
you expect to cover with names of buyers at each point. 

Will appreciate you having each of your markets to advise us at end of 
each week the total sales to that date on their market and the average price. 

Wishing you a happy and prosperous New Year, we are, 
Yours, very truly, 

Kentucky Leaf Department. 

Not only were those bu3'^ers of the J. P. Taylor Co. that bought 
for the Lorillard Co. required to furnish information to them, but 
some buyers at markets where Lorillard was not buying tobacco 
were requested to furnish similar information. Letter showing such 
request is set forth below : 

January 10, 1920. 
Geo. R. Parker, 

Manager J. P. Taylor Co., Lexington, Ky. 

Dear Mr. Parker: We have mailed the inclosed letter to all of your points, 
raising prices a little on most all the grades, so as to avoid getting too many on 
the low side, or " squeezers," for the various grades, and not to materially 
increase our purchases. 

Was in Carrollton yesterday, offerings were mostly common, and the little 
good on sale was taken by Reynolds and L. & M. The American buying very 
little; prices on all the better grades showed an advancing tendency, but what 
your company had bought for us looked very good, the only exception being 
" O " grade, some of which was too short and common. 

Mr. Satterfield spoke to us about buying at Glencoe, Walton, Campbellsburg, 
and Madison, but we told him at present we did not wish to place orders on 
these markets, asking that he please keep us advised as to quality of offerings 
and prices at these markets. 

We look for Mr. Smith out to-morrow and trust conditions will be such that 
we may be able to buy some desirable tobacco the coming week. 
Yours, very truly, 

Kentucky Leaf Department. 

At the time the J. P. Taylor Co. started buying for the P. Loril- 
lard Co. in the various loose-leaf markets in the burley section, the 
Taylor Co. was not only buying one of the most im^oTt^jit compet- 
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ing grades of the American Tobacco Co., but was also purchasing 
two competing grades of the Imperial Tobacco Co., one of the larger 
foreign manufacturers. The following letter from the local repre- 
sentative of the Imperial Tobacco Co. to his superior in Richmond, 
Va., clearly indicates the result of common-buying agencies, referred 
to in the previous section : 

Lexington, Ky., January 3, 1919. 
The Imperial Tobacco Co. (Ltd.), 

RicJunond, Va. 

CrENTLEMEN I I herewith Inclose report of purchases. Taylor's report closes 
Wednesday night of each week, and the bills of Wednesday and some of Tues- 
day's purchases are not included in the report. I have gotten a memorandum 
from the bills of purchases up to date, which I inclose, showing a total pur- 
chase of 253,103 pounds. I have no report from Danville or Huntington mar- 
kets. I requested the Standard Tobacco Co., of Danville, to make me a report 
yesterday, but have not received it. I expected to be in Huntington yesterday, 
but owing to a wreck on the Chesapeake & Ohio could not get there. I, how- 
ever, talked with Mr. Spilman on the phone, and he said they had only 7,000 
or 8,000 pounds bought and sales were very light. I will go to Huntington 
to-morrow night, and be there Monday, as they expect to have a good sale 
that day. 

Six cars have been shipped to Richmond, all of them over the Southern. 
Taylor has been unable to get cars from the Chesapeake & Ohio, and the 
Southern refused to turn their cars over to the Chesapeake & Ohio. 

Prices were rather higher yesterday on all grades, both Liggett & Myers and 
R. J. R. bidding stronger on our red types. Taylor bought comparatively little 
tobacco for, us yesterday and the large bulk of purchases made for us was dur- 
ing the .first three days of the week, the market advancing a little each day. 
Yesterday the market was fully as high and some grades higher than before 
Xraas. Lorillard will begin buying Monday and the A. T. Co. also will start 
buying. I understand Lorillard's purchase will reduce our per cent of purchases 
on RXM and RXL, as Taylor divides types with them. They usually buy the 
RXF type, but I understand they will not buy this grade at present. I believe 
prices will be higher next week. Both L. & M. and R. J. R. seem disposed to 
push their buying, and the added competition of Lorillard and the A. T. Co. 
is likely to make a still higher market. The average on the BXLB does not 
indicate what thnt grade will cost, as I found one pile in RXL grade that I 
transferred to BXLB, costing only $50. I bought on the warehouse floor only 
two small piles, they costing $89 and $86, and I doubt if we will be able to get 
them much cheaper. The BXA and BXB grades are finished and were packed 
to-day. They will go forward in next shipment. 

I am advised by Maj. Ansen that he will be here the 19th and 20th instead 
of the 15th and 16th, and I will arrange to be here those days. 

I am afraid we will have to pay more for RXM and RXL than our present 
purchase has cost, but I have instructed Taylor's buyers to go slow, keep 
the grades to standard until some time next when the effect of the A. T. Co.'s 
and Lorillard*s buying is seen. 
Yours, truly. 



G. T. Patton. 



Following report inclosed with above letter : 

Bought but not reported in this week's report, 

RXL, 50740, at 56. 15 
RXM, 33685, at 36. 31 
RXF, 56635, at 25. 71 
RXF2, 14270, at 15. 55 
BXA, 1675, at about 87. 00 
BXB, 4030, at about 77. 70 
BXC, 2500, at about 46. 25 
XBLB, 640, at about 69. 00 



164175 
Reported 88930 

253105 
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Following report inclosed with above letter : 

Shipments of burley to January 3, 1920 : January 1. from Lexington 3 cars to 
Kichmond ; January 2, from Lexington 3 cars to Richmond ; total, from Lexing- 
ton 6 cars to Richmond. 

The following language in the third paragraph of the above letter 
is worthy of special attention in connection with the contention that 
where manufacturers buy leaf tobacco through joint buying agencies 
competition is restricted : 

Lorillard will begin buying Monday and the A. T. Co. also will start buying. 
I understand Lorillard's purchase will reduce our per cent of purchases on 
RXM and RXL as Taylor divides types with them. They usually buy tlie 
RXF type, but I understand they will not buy this grade at present. 

The activities of the Imperial Tobacco Co. in buying under cover 
will be discussed later in this section. This particular letter is 
quoted here to show the relationship between the Taylor Co. and the 
Imperial Co. at the time the former was purchasing for the Loril- 
lard Co. and American Tobacco Co. 

The J. P. Taylor Co. continued to buy for the P. Lorillard Co., as 
instructed by the manager of the Kentucky leaf department of that 
<;oncern on the various markets covered by the J. P. Taylor buying 
organization until the loose-leaf markets closed on or about March 6, 
1920. During the month of February instructions were given to the 
J. P. Taylor Co. to take advantage of the weakening market. The 
following paragraph from a letter from the manager of the. Louis- 
ville, Ky., department of the P. Lorillard Co. to the J. P. Taylor Co. 
at Cynthiana, Ky., dated February 7, 1920, is an illustration of such 
instructions : 

If your market should show a tendency to w^eaken, try to lower average on all 
grades, but be sure to hold them up well, as we feel that the Reynolds and 
American are backing up considerably, especially on the better grades or fillers. 

• 

It was the intention of the New York officials of the P. Lorillard 
Co. to buy some of the Lorillard requirements of burley leaf tobacco 
after the loose-leaf markets closed. This can be seen from the fol- 
lowing letter from the New York office of the E. J. O'Brien Co. to the 
Kentucky leaf department dated February 24, 1920 : 

February 24, 1920. 
Mr. A. B. Shinkle, 

Kentucky Leaf Department, P. Lorillard Co. (Inc.), 

Louisville, Ky. 

Dear Sir : I am in receipt of your letter of 21st instant in further reference 
to our purchases of Climax fillers, and am afraid that you did not correctly 
interpret my letter of 18th instant. 

While we shall in all probability require the full quantity of 4,500,000 pounds 
of Climax grades, we are not compelled to buy all of it before the country 
markets close, and believe it should work out to our advantnge to be in a 
position to pick up from time to time any lots of tobacco suitable for these 
grades that appear to be reasonable. 

It was my intention to instruct that you follow the market conservatively, 
and if prices continued comparatively easy, to buy up to the 4,500,000 pounds, 
selecting the grades which seemed most reasonable in price, but did not want 
you to force the market or excite it in any way, believing that if we should not 
secure our full requirements in the country markets, we could hereafter pick 
up sufficient desirable tobaccos. 

Your report of purchases for week ending 21st instant shows a total of 
4,202,142 pounds of these grades; that is, M, M2, O, and P; so that there will 
be less than 800,000 pounds yet to buy to make up the given quantity ; and, no 
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doubt, a considerable part of the balance has already been bought and not 
reported to your office. 

Trusting that this will clear up any misunderstanding that may have existed 
in your mind, I am, 

Yours, very truly, 



President. 

As a matter of fact, the E. J. O'Brien Co., which had been buying 
hurley leaf tobacco for the P. Lorillard Co. on the Louisville hogs- 
head market during the entire season, began on April 23 to buy three 
of the Lorillard grades on the hogshead market at Louisville, and 
continued buying up to the time the Commission's investigators 
were in Kentucky — October, 1920. 

Manv dealers and warehousemen at Louisville made complaint 
to the Commission with regard to the purchase of burley leaf tobacco, 
as well as dark western, on the Louisville market by the P. Loril- 
lard Co., through the E. J. O'Brien Co., a large broker and dealer^ 
who, at the same time, was purchasing all types and grades of to- 
bacco for export, to customers of the E. J. O Brien Co., or on order 
for the French monopoly. The argument was advanced by these 
gentlemen that competition on the Louisville market was thereby 
considerably lessened. Before the Lorillard Co. gave its order to 
the E. J. O'Brien Co., it had a salaried buyer on the Louisville mar- 
ket, and was in competition with other manufacturers in the pur- 
chase of its requirements, but, under the present condition, the E. J.. 
O'Brien Co., being on the market purchasing for other concerns, 
is able to purchase the requirements of the Lorillard Co., along with 
the other purchases, and the market and the producers lose the* 
competition of the P. Lorillard Co. 

The records of the P. Lorillard Co. show that E. J. O'Brien Co.- 
bought for it on the Louisville market 1,515,440 pounds of burley 
leaf tobacco during the 1919-20 season up until September 1, 1920.^ 
In this connection it might be well also to point out that two of the 
grades purchased by the E. J, O'Brien Co. on the Louisville market 
were common grades, which were not purchased at all on the loose- 
leaf floors. The O'Brien Co. did not start buying these two grades 
imtil the latter part of April, so that it would appear that the Loril- 
lard Co. was able to take advantage of the great decline in the price 
of the common tobacco due to the activities of itself and other large 
American manufacturers, especially the American Tobacco Co., m 
** holding off " the market and buying " under cover " through other 
dealers. 

By the Liggett <& Myers Tohacco Co. — The Liggett &> Myers 
Tobacco Co. during the 1919-20 season bought burley leaf tobacco- 
on practically all the loose-leaf floors in Kentucky, West Virginia, 
Ohio, and Tennessee, and on one or two floors in Indiana, Missouri, 
and Virginia. It had salaried buyers on 24 of the principal markets 
in Kentucky, West Virginia, Indiana, and Missouri, and bought 
on commission through leaf dealers on 42 markets, some of which 
were in outlying districts, on which a small amount of tobacco- 
was sold over the loose-leaf floor. On 13 of these markets the 
G. O. Tuck buying organization made purchases of tobacco for 
Liggett & Myers. Some of the dealers on these various markets 
were small commission buyers for the G. O. Tuck organization^ 
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and others were concerns in which the G. O. Tuck Co. had a 
stock interest. On some of the markets where the G. O. Tuck Co. 
bought for the Liggett & Myers Co. the buyers received instructions 
issued by the Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co. regarding grades, the 
percentage of the offerings to be purchased, and the price to be paid. 
The manager of the Louisville leaf department states that instruc- 
tions were given verbally to the various buyers, and that there were 
no letters of instructions. However, the following letters indicate 
that instructions of this character were issued by the Liggett & 
Myers Co. : 

December 18, 1919. 
Messrs. E. S. Robey & Co., Franklin, Ky. 

Gentlemen : I have your daily report of the 15th from GaUatin, Tenn. This 
report does not show the amount of hurley tobacco you had on sale that day. 

You are buying entirely too large a per cent of BH, and we do not need this 
grade, so will ask you to discontinue buying it for us at the present. Also dis- 
continue buying the grades marked BF-1 and BF-2. 

I noticed on your report of the 15th that you paid for 1,800 pounds of BG 
$88.14, average. Please buy a much smaller quantity than this, and we do not 
think you should increase your purchases on any other colory grades. We also 
wish you to buy a very small amount of BA grade, and do not buy any more 
of the other filler grades than is shown on your report. 

If there is any change in your market on hurley tobacco, we will ask you to 
advise us. Please let us know the quantity of tobacco on sale at Gallatin De- 
cember 15. 

Yours, truly, 

(The above letter taken from files of Liggett & Myers.) 

Decembeb 6, 1919. 
Messrs. J. S. Clark & Co., Williamstovm, Ky. 

Gentlemen : We are inclosing herewith letter of general instructions, which 
we are forwarding at the request of the Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co. of this city, 
and will thank you to acknowledge receipt of said instructions direct to them. 

In sending in your daily report of purchases you will kindly send the origi- 
nal to Mr. H. A. Walker, Twenty-fourth and Main Streets, Louisville, Ky., one 
copy to the Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co., St. Louis Leaf Department, St. Louis, 
Mo., and one copy to the Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co., No. 212 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City, also one copy to this oflice. 

You will kindly keep the inclosed letter of instructions from Liggett & Myers 
Tobacco Co. constantly before you and see that these instructions are very 
carefully followed. 

Please mail your monthly reports as promptly as possible after the 1st of 
each month to the same address as you will the daily reports. 

Thanking you in advance for your careful and constant attention, we beg to 
remain. 

Yours, very truly, 

G. O. Tuck & Co., 
Branch International Planters Corporation. 
H. Dickinson, Vice President. 

In order that a more clear conception may be had of the extent 

of the control, of the G. O. Tuck Co. over dealers who were buying 

on commission for that concern and at the same time were buying 

on commission for the Liggett & Myers Co., the following letter sets 

forth the agreement between the G. O. Tuck Co. and one of such local 

buyers : 

September 3, 1919. 
Mr. J. S. Claek, WilUamstown, Ky. 

Deab Sib : This serves to confirm arrangement made between us whereby we 
employ your services for one year beginning October 1, 1919, and terminating 
.September 30, 1920, at a salary of $1,200 per year, payable in monthly Install- 
ments of $100 each. 
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It is understood between us that you are to operate in the tobacco business 
at both Dry Ridge and Williamstown, Ky., in the name of J. S. Clark & 00. 
or our name should it be thought advisable. 

The net profits of said business after deducting your salary and all other 
expenses to be divided, 33i per cent to yourself and the remaining 66§ per cent 
to us. 

We are inclosing duplicate copy of this letter, and if satisfactory and in ac- 
cordance with your understanding you will kindly sign and return to us for our 
Qles. 

Yours, very truly, 

G. O. Tuck & Co., 
Branch International Planters Corporation, 
H. Dickinson, Vice President, 

The above is in accordance with my understanding, and I hereby accept same. 



In addition to letters of the above nature, the Liggett & Myers 
Tobacco Co. sent field men around to the markets to guide the buyers 
in the purchase of the Liggett >& Myers Co.'s grades. 

It is well to bear in mmd that on or about January 10, 1920, the 
American Tobacco Co. placed an order with the G. O. Tuck organi- 
zation to purchase 3,000,000 pounds of filler tobacco, consisting of 
two grades which were competing grades with most of the tobacco 
bought by the Tuck organization for Liggett & Myers. The de- 
tails of this transaction can be found in this section under the caption 
"American Tobacco Co." 

From an examination of the daily reports submitted by the buyers 
for Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co., including the dealers under the 
G. O. Tuck orgamzation, it appears that the Liggett & Myers Tobacco 
Co. entered the market on or about December 4, 1919, and continued 
on most of its grades until March 31, 1920, when the market closed. 

The statement set forth below shows the names of the burley 
markets upon which Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co. purchased tobacco 
on commission, the names of the dealers through whom the purchases 
were made, and where it is known such dealers bought for other 
concerns notation to that effect is made : 

COMMISSION POINTS. 

Bloomfield, Ky., E. L. Jones, Louisville. 

Frankfort, Ky., G. O. Tuck & Co., Louisville. 

Taylorsville, Ky., G. O. Tuck & Co., Louisville. 

Lebanon, Ky., Chas. F. Clark & Co., Louisville. 

Oampbellsville, Ky., Chas. F. Clark & Co., Louisville. 

Hodgenville, Ky., Chas. F. Clark & Co., Louisville. 

Vine Grove, Ky., Chas. F. Clark & Co., Louisville. 

Glencoe, Ky., J. R. Blanks, Louisville. 

AValton, Ky., J. R. Blanks, Louisville. 

Williamstown, Ky., John S. Clark & Co., Louisville.* 

Dry Ridge, Ky., John S. Clark & Co., Louisville.* 

Bowling Green, Ky., W. R. Hendrick, Louisville. 

Owensboro, Ky., Kentucky & Virginia Leaf Tobacco Co., Louisville.* 

Eminence, Ky., T. P. Middleton, Louisville. 

Pleasureville, Ky., T. P. Middleton, Louisville. 

Glasgow, Ky., C. Watkins & Co., Louisville.* 

Sanders, Ky., J. C. Ellis, Louisville. 

Campbellsburg, Ky., J. C. Ellis, Louisville. 

Franklin, Ky., E. S. Robey & Co., Louisville." 



1 Also buyer for G. O. Tuck & Co. * Subsidiary of G. O. Tuck & Co. 
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Scottsville, Ky., E. S. Robey & Co., Louisville. 
Russellville, Ky., E. S. Robey & Co., I^uisville. 
Brooks ville, Ky., E. E. Corlis, Louisville.* 
Falmouth, Ky., E. E. Corlis. Ix)uisville. 
Vanceburg, Ky., W. E. Spencer. St. Louis. 
Hopkinsville, Ky., L. B. Cornette & Co., St. I^uis.* 
Grayson, Ky., H. E. Spilman & Co., Huntington.* 
Greeneville, Tenn., Geo. Henderson, Louisville. 
Johnson City, Tenn., Swain Bros., Louisville. 
Gallatin, Tenn., E. S. Robey & Co.. Louisville.* 
( -arthage, Tenn., E. S. Robey & Co., Louisville.' 
West Moreland, Tenn., E. S. Robey & Co., Tjouisville.' 
Hartsville. Tenn., E. S. Robey & Co., Louisville.' 
Aurora, Ind.. G. O. Tuck & Co., Louisville. 
Greensburg, Ind., Chas. F. Clark & Co., Louisville. 
Abingdon, Va., Swain Bros., Louisville. 
Bristol, Va., T. P. Middleton, Louisville. 
West Union, Ohio, W. E. Spencer. St. Louis. 
Peebles, Ohio, H. E. Spilman & Co., Huntington.* 
Batavia, Ohio, H. E. Spilman & Co., Huntington.* 
Ripley, Ohio, H. E. Spilman & Co.. Huntington.* 
Georgetown, Ohio, H. E. Spilman & Co., Huntington.* 
Hurricane, W. Va., H. E. Spilman & Co., Huntington.* 

By the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. — ^The R. J. Reynolds Tobacco 
Co. IS the largest consumer of burley leaf tobacco in this country, and 
consequently leads the market wherever it buys this type of tobacco. 
During the 1919-20 season it bought on practically all the burley leaf 
markets in the States of Kentucky, Vir^nia, West Virginia, Tennessee, 
Indiana, and Ohio. Before the opening of the loose-leaf floors, the 
Reynolds Tobacco Co. purchased a large quantitv of the 1918-19 crop 
of burley leaf tobacco from dealers; some on the Louisville market 
and some off the market. The following telegram sent by the buyer of 
the Reynolds Tobacco Co. to his chief at Winston-Salem, N. C. 
indicates that an attempt was made to buy up as much of the desirable 
burley left over from the 1918-19 crop as possible : 

November 7, 1919. 
W. N. Reynolds, Winston-Salem, N. C: 

Sold standard commercial 500 hogsheads 20 cents commonest I have pur- 
chased. They want more. Mr. Farrish still here. Please advise. I have nearly 
all the burley in first hands tied. Purchase 6,000 since leaving Winston-Salem. 

T. H. KiBK. 

The following letter between the same parties, dated November 
12, 1919, further bears out this indication : 

November 12, 1919. 
Mr. W. N. Reynolds, Winston-Salem, N. C. 

Dear Str : Your favor of the 8th received. I do not laiow how much to- 
bacco I have bought, but 1 think between 11,000 and 12,000 hogsheads all told. 

I have only been in Lexington twice since I saw you. The Louisville partiefs 
with whom I have been trading have been most loyal to me. They are deliver- 
ing tobacco every day that they could sell at an enormous profit. Notwith- 
standing this I am on the .job day and night, for I know that high market is 
a great temptation to sonre people, and I am not taking any chances. 

I am more than sorry not to keep you better posted, but will have things in 
shape when I come to Winston, which will be week after next. 
Yours, very truly. 



1 Also buyer for G. O. Tuck & Co. 
« Subsidiary of G. O. Tuck & Co. 
• Buyer for Rudolph Hach & Co. 
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On December 9, 1919, the president of the E. ^, Reynolds Tobacco 
Co. addressed a letter to Mr. T. H. Kirk, buyer for that concern at 
Lexington, Ky., which indicates clearly that it is the policy of the 
R. J. Reynolds Co. to buy leaf tobacco through outside dealers. 
The letter is set forth below. Particular attention is directed to the 
third, fourth, and fifth paragraphs: 

December 9, 1919. 
^r. T. H. Kirk, Lexington. Ky. 

Dear Sir: I have for acknowledgment your favor of the 6th instant and 
lote with interest the information contained therein. 

I am very sorry our friend became so incapacitated that he was unable to 
?arry out our plans; however, if Tom Lee is doing the buying I do not think 
3ur interests would suffer by the change, as I consider him a much better buyer 
than the other party and I do not believe he would betray your confidence. 

Mr. Jim Norflett was in here to see me yesterday and said that if you 
decided to give Goodson any business he would look closely after the tobacco 
that was shipped here and would personally see that it was properly handled 
and taken care of. 

Owing to your other arrangements at Paris and Lexington I would think 
some other markets would be preferable for a deal of this kind ; however, this 
[s a matter that we are perfectly willing to leave to your good judgment. 

From what you say of the EL that you are buying and the way you propose 
to keep this grade, I would, judge that at the proper time we could transfer 
this grade to G and H. 

Would like for you to let us know how you propose to pay for the tobaccos 
that are bought by outside parties; if you have Goodson to buy any tobacco 
his company will do the financing until July, 1920 ; we, of course, will have to 
pay Interest on same. 

Our receipts through this section are getting very much smaller and we are 
not buying very much; there are some indications of prices getting easier; 
this may be partially due to our seeming indifference. 
Yours, very truly, 

W. H. Reynolds. 

While it is not known at the present time just how much tobacco 
the R. J. Reynolds Co. bought on order " under cover," yet it is known 
that an arrangement was made with Mr. J. R. Cunningham of the 
Kentucky Redrying Co. to purchase 200 hogsheads on the Lexington 
market during the 1919-20 crop season. The Mr. Goodson referred 
to in the foregoing letter is a member of the firm of G. O. Tuck & 
Co. As will be seen from the letter set forth below between officials 
of the G. O. Tuck Co., this concern made large sales to the R. J. 
Reynolds Tobacco Co. prior to the opening of the loose-leaf floors 
in December, 1919, and plans were being, made for further sales. 

September 30, 1919. 
Mr. J. M. Edmunds (care of .T. M. Edmunds), 

Danville, Ya. 

Deab Mr. Edmunds : I am in receipt of your letter of September 27 and have 
noted contents of same with due care and interest. 

Confirming my wire of last night, I am pleased to advise that we have suc- 
ceeded in seUing the American Tobacco Co. 671 hogsheads of tobacco, to come 
out of those of the Lexington stock, and 65 hogsheads belonging to other dealers 
on which we make 3 per cent commission. 

We have also sold Mr. Kirk approximately 900 hogsheads, including L and 
6G and G grades, out of the Lexington stock. 

I can not agree with Mr. Goodson that he should be allowed his pro rata 
interest in the sales which we made from the Lexington stock in advance of 
the figures understood between Mr. Goodson and myself, whereas I do not 
think it will make any particular difference to either he or ourselves in dollars 
and cents. It will necessarily cause us a great deal of trouble to keep up to the 
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date on each particular lot and there will no doubt be some time to come before 
the entire Lexington stock is closed out. 

I am very much surprised, indeed, that this matter was ever mentioned by 
Mr. Goodson, as in my mind the valuation which I placed on the various 
grrades were exceedingly lenient and much in his favor. 

All of these tobaccos will have to be reweighed and every hogshead of tlie 
lot sold to Reynolds will have to be sampled, which will put us to a good deal 
of extra trouble and expense. At the prices agreed upon between the writer 
and Mr. Goodson the Lexington office is to bill these tobaccos at original 
weights, which will necessitate this office standing for the loss in weight, which 
will be a considerable item, since the tobaccos have been sampled a good deal. 
The smaller lots, such as No. 6, KG, KD, and KE, were sold to the American 
Tobacco Co. at approximately $2 per hundred over the price which we are to 
allow the Lexington office, which, after allowing us a 3 per cent commission 
for maliing the same and standing the loss in weight, will make things about 
equal. The G and GG grades sold to Reynolds were sold at $18, whereas we 
are to allow Lexington $17.50 by the old weights and will have to get an 
inspected sample of each hogshead. 

I believe in being as lenient as possible with all of our men, but in so much 
as Mr. Goodson has now severed his relations with the Lexington office the 
disposition and trouble in disposing of their stocks falls upon us, and I am at 
a loss to understand why he should expect to be allowed the advantage of 
an advance in market. Probably after realizing the trouble which it causes 
us to keep the account separate we think we have undoubtedly been as lenient 
with him as possible consistent with good business. 

We have as yet been unable to sell the HE grade, but we are expecting 
another call from Mr. Kirk about noon to-day and will endeavor to dispose of 
this and other lots. 

Please advise me by wire if you are leaving for New York the latter part 
of this week, and if you only anticipate making a short visit there I will meet 
you and will accompany you South. I am not at all certain that I will be able 
to leave here, and in case I am I will wire you. However, I would like very 
much to have a talk with you, and in case I am unable to come East now shortly 
I hope that you can find an opportunity to pay us at least a short visit. 

With kindest personal regards we beg to remain, 
Yours, very truly, 

G. O. Tuck & Co., 
Branch International Planters Corporation, 

By H. Dickinson, Vice President. 

It appears from the following letter between officials of the R. J. 
Reynolds Co. that the Lexington representative of that concern knew 
on the night of December 18 that the American Tobacco Co. would 
be off the market on December 19. 

December 20, 1919. 
Mr. W. N. Reynolds, Winston-Salem, N, C. 

Dear Sir: Bales on Lexington market this week, 5,022,040, average $60.14. 
A. T. Co. were off the market yesterday in Lexington and several ontside 
points. I received this information the night before from Mr. W. E. Sandy and 
from Mr. Harry Drake, who had read telegrams sent from the New York office 
of the A. T. Co. The market here yesterday and to-day was much lower, and 
the best farmers in this section were selling their good tobacco. Among the 
number were Henry Martin, Burt Davis, Chas. Berryman, and many others. I 
bought tobacco heavily, and Mr. Williams and myself have just gone over the 
entire sale, and we feel confident we acted wisely. 

With the withdrawal of the American Tobacco Co. from the market, J. P. 
Taylor Co., with an order from the American Tobacco Co., purchased heavily, 
with a limit of ^ cents. I know absolutely that Taylor Co. are buying for 
American Tobacco Co. Our competitors yesterday on high-class smoking 
tobacco were the Export Tobacco Co. and Kirkpatrick & Stevens. 

The more I see of the crop convinces me we must take all the L, F, and G we 
can get. I am going very easy on X and XX and am fighting for quality In our 
A and B grades. 

Yours, very truly, 

T. H. Kirk. 
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The reply to the above letter is set forth below : 

December 23, 1919. 
Mr. J. H. KiEK, Lexington, Ky. 

Dear Sir: I have your favors of the 19th and 20th, which I note with much 
interest. 

I am very sorry to hear of Mr. Petty' s fire ; I am afraid he will not have 
sufficient insurance to cover the loss. 

I was in New York last week and heard there that the Kentucky markets had 
eased off considerably in prices. I also learned that the A. T. Co. had pulled 
or would pull off the market, but do not think it is so. 

I saw some of your hurleys yesterday and to-day and was very well pleased 
with the quality of same. The majority of the grades were a little better than 
I expected to see, and I only saw tobaccos from a few markets. I notice a 
report from Richmond which would indicate that that was the highest market 
in the district. I hope you will succeed in getting your tobaccos still cheaper 
after the holidays, as there is lots of room for a decline, and then tobaccos will 
he verj^ high. At the same time I want to get our requirements but do not 
want to buy any more than we will need at these prices, as money is very tight 
now, with a high rate of interest. 

I hope you can come over and spend a day or two with us before your mar- 
kets open again. 

Yours, very truly. 

The R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. was quick to take advantage of 
the withdrawal of the American Tobacco Co., as can be seen from 
the following telegram from Mr. T. H. Kirk to W. N. Reynolds, his 
superior officer, in Winston-Salem, N. C. : 

December 30, 1919. 
W. N. Reynolds, Winston-ScUenij N. C: 

A. T. buyers off market all over district. Markets much lower. I have 
bought very heavily yesterday and to-day, but rejections heavy. Will have big 
load if they remain off until January 5 as reported. 

T. H. K;irk. 

The reply to this telegram, which is set forth below, indicated the 
position the E. J. Keynolds Tobacco Co. had taken in the hurley dis- 
trict at the time the American Tobacco Co. went off the market. The 
following letter shows that Mr. Eeynolds appreciated the position 
his concern had in the hurley markets. An explanation of his atti- 
tude at this time can be seen in the second paragraph : 

January 2, 1920. 
Mr. T. H. Kirk, Lexington, Ky. 

Dear Sir : Your telegram of the 30th received on my return home, and I note 
what you say with reference to the markets. 

On account of the ahsence of some of the buyers, it is evidently a good time 
to ease the market down very materially, and at the same time get your full 
share of the tobaccos suitable for our purposes. If you once get down on a 
conservative basis the chances are that you will have a more sensible market the 
remainder of the season. Our attitude on this crop will have a great deal to do 
with the prices, and we have therefore got to act with considerable discretion, as 
well as conservatism, but at the same time try to get our requirements. In 
other words, you will have to do a little " camouflaging." 

I do not think you need have any fears now from the speculators, especially 
those who do an export business, as I was reliably informed when in New York 
that the export business was practically dead on both leaf and cigarettes, and 
that European cigarette manufacturers are now working on half time. New 
York banks are also refusing to loan money for speculating purposes ; I know 
that some of the leaf men liave recently been turned down who expected to 
make considerable purchases in Kentucky in case there should be a break in 
the hurley markets. 

I haven't seen any hurleys since my return home, but I understand from the 
leaf department that the quality is satisfactory. 
Yours, very truly. 
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The attitude of the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. can be further seen 
in the following letter. It would appear that the time was ripe to 
"seesaw the market," since the R. J. Reynolds Co. had been able ta 
make large purchases while the American Tobacco Co. was off the 
market it could then afford to reduce its percentage and let the 
American increase its percentage. The third paragraph of the fol- 
lowing letter is significant : 

January a 2, 1920. 
Mr. T. H. Kirk, Lexington, Ky. 

Dear Sir : Your favor of the 8th instant received, and I note with interest the 
information contained therein. From the tone of your letter you appeared to 
be so very bullish that I wired you as follows : " Letter 8th. Would it not be 
advisable to play conservative for a short while? Eaton left here this morning 
for Abingdon, Johnson City, and Greenville," which I now beg to confirm. 

In view of the fact that the A. T. Co. has just come baclc on the market, I 
thought it might be advisable to take things a little quiet for a few days, as it 
might have a tendency to steady the market to a lower level and at the same 
time enable you to get your part of the receipts and at a lower price. In going 
after them so strong on the beginning of their entering the market, it will have 
the appearance that we are overly anxious about getting our requirements, it 
might be a good time to seesaw the market, thougli we may not have reached 
that point where we can afford to take a chance, and we here shall be governed 
largely by your judgment in the matter, as you are on the ground and should 
know the conditions better than we do. 

I had Mr. Eaton go to Greenville, Johnson City, Bristol, and Abingdon, leav- 
ing here this morning. The two places that required his attention the most 
were Bristol and Abingdon, as we are getting cheaper tobaccos from there than 
anywhere else, quality considered, and we were not getting as large a per cent 
from there as we thought we ought to. The main object of his visit is to look 
after these two markets. 
Yours, very truly, 

W. N. Reynolds. 

On January 13 Mr. W. H. Reynolds received a letter from Mr. 
Kirk written on the 10th. This letter was not found in the files, but 
a telegram from Mr. Reynolds to Mr. Kirk in reference to it waa 
found. It was as follows : 

Letter 10th. Disregard my telegr:nn of yesterday. Use your judgment as 
to purchases. 

Just after sending this telegram Mr. Reynolds received the fol- 
lowing telegram from Mr. Kirk : 

Telegram received. Markets this district flooded with tobacco. The quality 
will be offered during next two weeks. I have tried backing up and L. & M. 
and A. T. Co. take every pile of color. 

In replying to this letter on the same date Mr. Reynolds further 
explains the position of the Reynolds Tobacco Co. in the purchase 
of its requirements in the burley section. A change in policy is seen 
due to the fact that Mr. Kirk reported that the best colory tobacco 
would be marketed during the following two weeks. Attention is^ 
directed to the fourth paragraph of the following letter : 

January 13, 1920. 
]Mr. T. H. Kirk, Lexington, Ky. 

Dear Sir : On receipt of your letter of the 10th instant this morning I wired 
you as follows : 

" Letter 10th. Disregard ray telegram of yesterday. Use your judgment as 
to purchases " — 

which I now beg to confirm. Just after sending this telegram I received your 
telegram, reading as follows : 
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" Telep:ram received. Markets this district flooded witli tobacco. The qual- 
ity will be offered during next two wfM^lcs. I have tried backing up, and L. &M. 
and A. T. Co. take every pile of color," but as my telegram practically answered 
yours, I did not think it necessary to answer this telegram by wire. 

In wiring you yesterday it was not my intention for you to buy less of the 
good colory tobaccos, especially the light-bodied types. Taking your week's 
purchases as a whole, thought possibly if you would be a little indifferent for 
the first two days of this week, you would be able to make up your losses the 
remainder of the week and possibly save money. However, your letter 
of the 10th and telegram of the 12th, which was received this morning, threw 
a different light on the situation. As the good and medium smokers are the 
types that we need most, and as you think the bulk of these types will be 
sold in the next two weeks, we have no time to play with the market. 

I hope to be with you the latter pju't of this week or the first of next. 
Yours, very truly, 

W. N. Reynolds. 

On February 11, 1920, Mr. Keynolds sent the following telegram 
to Mr. Kirk : 

Advise buying less this week. Redrying plants in bad shape. 

On the same date Mr. Eeynokls wrote a letter to Mr. Kirk T^on- 
firming his telegram and statins: that in addition to the redrying 
plants being in bad shape the object was to " try the market out," 
owing to the sufficiency of the crop and the probability of lower 
prices. This letter is set forth below in full : 

February 11, 1919. 
Mr. T. H. Kirk, Lexinytoih K\i. 

Dear Sir: After writing you yesterday I received your favor of the 8th 
instant, together with report of purchases up to and including last week, 
whch shows some more than I thougiit we had bought. I note that you esti- 
mate about 100,000,000 pounds more hurley to be sold ; that being the case, we 
can take a smaller per cent vlinn you have recently been buying, which I think 
is the sensible thing for us to do under present prices. We do not want to 
buy a pound more of this crop than we are compelled to have. 

Owing to the high cost r>f leaf and the increase in the revenue tax on to- 
bacco, I do not believ(* we are going to sell as much 1*. A. this year as we sold 
last year, and if our business should drop off considerably on P. A. this year 
we might be caught with a surplus of very high tobacco. However, think we 
will be safe in buying around 60.000,000 pounds. 

After going over your report of purchases very closely, I wired you as fol- 
lows, to both Lexington and Maysville : "Advise buying less this week. Redry- 
ing plants in bad shape " ; which I now beg to conlBrm. 

I tried to get you over the phone at Lexington last night, but learned that 
you were in Maysville, but could not get you there ; this is the reason I wired 
you to both places. The object of these wires was to try the market out by 
buying a smaller per cent this week, and at the same time give us a chance to 
get our redrying plants in better shape. We have 175 cars on the tracks here 
now, besides having 2.000 hogsheads of green tobaccos stored, which I am very 
uneasy about. I am afraid you are in equally as bad shape in Lexington and 
Maysville. 

In my judgment hurley tobaccos will sell considerably cheaper before this 
entire crop is sold, and I feel that any dealer who has any tobaccos recently 
bought on hand July 1 will have a tremendous loss in same, as a 300,000,000- 
pound crop will be sufficient to supply the manufacturers of this country their 
immediate requirements, and none of them are going to buy any surplus at pres- 
ent prices. 

I also note that you say if you were not with the company you would get 
busy and buy a purchase of tobaccos this week on speculation. I am willing 
to put myself on record by prophesying that if any speculator should make a 
purchase of these tobaccos at last week's prices, and did not sell before the 
middle of June or 1st of July, he would get the worst drubbing any man ever 
caught in the tobacco business. 

We stopped Mr. Phelon from buying last week at Owensboro; our common 
tobaccos here are now very much cheaper than those from Owensboro or the 
one-sucker district, either. 
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If I can get away conveniently, I may come out to Lexington some time in 
the early part of next week. 
Yours, very truly. 

On February 14, 1920, Mr. Kirk submitted a report in the form 
of a letter to Mr. Reynolds covering the purchases of burley leaf 
tobacco to that date. It would appear that the price for good to- 
bacco as well as common tobacco had been lowered, and that Mr. 
Kirk had been able to take advantage of the erratic buying of his 
competitors. Attention is directed to the third paragraph of his 
letter which is here set forth in full : 

February 14, 1920. 
Mr. W. N. Reynolds, Winston-Salem, N, C. 

Dear Sir: Inclosed find detailed report of purchases of February 7, 
52,446,603, at an average of $54.36. 

I have purchased to date approximately 59,000,000 pounds of tobacco. I 
have mailed the leaf department under separate cover printed slip showing 
how I keep up with the amount of my purchases. The amount of tobacco 
named is tobacco that has been actually paid for. 

I*iave had what I consider a very satisfactory week. A. T. Co., J. P. Co., and 
J. M. Edmunds Co. have been in and out, and we have been taking advantage 
of it. While the high grades of tobacco in Lexington and all over the district 
are getting very scarce, we are getting much useful tobacco at reduced prices. 
Low grades on Friday this week are considerably easier on account of the 
Edmunds Co. being blocked in their prizing houses. 

There is much tobacco selling 16 cents and down that I am in favor of buying 
to keep over another year if the crop pans out larger than I anticipate, but I 
do not believe this will be the case. I think the figures you, Mr. Williams, and 
myself made on the actual tobacco in the crop will be approximately correct, 
and I vdll have to do my utmost to secure our requirements. I beUeve in 
another year the J. P. Taylor Co. will handle the leaf business of the A. T. Co. 
L. & M. are buying heavily on all markets. In most places they are disposed 
to treat us fairly. 

Yours, very truly. 

It should be noted here that at this time the American Tobacco 
Co. was buying only two grades on the burley markets, the J. P. 
Taylor Co. was buying five American grades and all of the Loril- 
lard grades on those markets as well as a large order for the Imperial 
Tobacco Co. The J. M. Edmunds Co. was buying two of the Ameri- 
can grades as well as its own orders for other concerns, including 
the Export Leaf Tobacco Co. 

By the Imper-ml Tobacco Co. (Ltd.). — This company bought prac- 
tically all of its burley over loose-leaf floors in Kentucky in the 1919 
crop season through dealers. A large order approximating 700,000 
pounds was purchased on order for them on the Lexington, Mays- 
ville, and Richmond, Ky., markets by the J. P. Taylor Co., who were 
purchasing similar grades and types for the P. Lorillard Co., and 
the American Tobacco Co. 

It also appears from correspondence taken from the Taylor files 
that purchases were made in Huntington, W. Va., through the H. E. 
Spilman Co.^ the L. B. Jenkins Co. at Harrodsburg, Ky., the Stand- 
ard Leaf Tobacco Co.,^ at Danville, Ky., and the H. T. Soaper Co.^ 
Lancaster, Ky. 

1 The H. E. Spilman Co. purchased on order for the G. O. Tuck Co., at Huntington, for 
the Liggott & Myers Tobacco Co. on the Ohio markets and at Hurricane, W. Va., and also 
for the J. P. Taylor Co. and the P. Lorillard Co. 

a The Standard Leaf Tobacco Co. was at that time a subsidiary of the G. 0. Tuck Co., 
branch of the International Planters' Corporation. 

« H. T. Soaper & Co. bought on the Lancaster market and other markets for J. P. 
Taylor Co. and P. LorlUard Co. 
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The following letter from an Imperial buyer to the main office in 
Hichmond indicates the extent to which the company attempted to 
cover the hurley markets: 

December 16, 1919. 
The Imperial Tobacco Co. (Ltd.), 

RichfHond, Va. 

Gentlemen : I stopped yesterday morning in Huntington, but found a very 
light and very common sale. I saw a few piles that would make the RXL, 
RXM, and RXF, but since there was so little tobacco I thought It would be 
best not to start buying there until sales increased. I expect to be there Friday 
morning at which time they expect to have a good sized sale. 

I spent the day here following the breaks, and prices, especially on the colory 
types, are higher than the types we looked at in Richmond. All of the large 
companies, except Lorillard, are buying freely. Lorillard has not come on the 
market as yet. J. P. Taylor Co. are buying nothing and did not even follow 
the sale yesterday and to-day. Prices to-day ran about as follows on the 
different grades: CXA from 98 cents to $1; CXB from 93 to 98 cents; CXC 
from 65 to 85 cents ; BXA from 92 to 96 cents ; BXB from 78 to 85 cents ; BXC 
from 50 to 63 cents; RXL from 45 to 60 cents; RXM from 28 to 40 cents; RXF 
from 20 to 28 cents, average about 25 cents ; RXF2 from 15 to 20 cents. 

These figures are taken from actual prices on the warehouse floor. I have 
instructed Taylor to start buying RXL, RXM, and RXF slowly, based on above 
figures. I had their buyers on sale this afternoon and showed them the 
tobaccos and gave them types. 

To-morrow I will go to Harrodsburg and see L. B. Jenkins & Co. in regard to 
buying there. I talked to Jenkins over the phone this afternoon and there will 
be full sales in Harrodsburg. I hope to buy practically all the RXF2 there. 
I understand they have a good type of tobacco at that point and it is probably 
somewhat lower than it is here. 

I am told that north of here in the direction of Maysville the crop is very 
common, so I will not visit that territory until after Christmas, but be on this 
market Thursday, leaving here Thursday night for Huntington, and leaving 
Huntington Friday afternoon for Richmond. The Lexington warehouses are 
full of tobacco and there is a very large per cent of high grade, colory tobacco. 
A large part of the offerings, even the red tobaccos, are very light bodied and 
being bought for the smoking types. The red types that will make RXL, RXM, 
and RXF are rather scarce. This was the case last year in the first month 
of sales, and thereafter more bodied tobacco showed up. Such a large per cent 
of light-bodied tobaccos is due largely to the tobacco seed that are now being 
used. For several years, since colory tobaccos have been so much higher than 
the red types, farmers have been discarding their old seed and planting the 
types known as Kelly, Halley, and Judy's Pride. These are names of farmers 
who have been very successful with the light-bodied tobaccos. I shall not ti*y 
to buy any of the colory types until after Christmas. 
Yours, truly, 

G. T. Patton. 

On January 3, 1919, Mr. Patton addressed another letter to his 
superior officer in Eichmond covering the situation on the burley 
markets at that time. This letter is set forth in full on page 83 of 
tjiis section under the discussion of the P. Lorillard Co. The fol- 
lowing quotation from this letter, however, should be taken into 
consideration at this time : 

Prices were rather higher yesterday on all grades, both Liggett & Myers and 
B. J. R. bidding stronger on our red types. Taylor bought comparatively little 
tobacco for us yesterday and the large bulk of purchases made for us was 
during the first three days of the week, the market advancing a little each day. 
Yesterday the market was fully as high and some grades higher than before 
Xmas. Lorillard will begin buying Monday and the A. T. Co. also will start 
buying. I understand Lorillard's purchases will reduce our per cent of pur- 
chases on RXM and RXL, as Taylor divides types with them. They usually 
buy the RXF type, but I understand they will not buy this grade at present. 
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On January 7, 1920, Mr. Patten wrote another letter to the Rich- 
mond, Va., office covering purchases made for the Imperial Tobacco 
Co. that week. This letter is set forth in full below : 

Januaby 7, 1920. 
The Imperial Tobacco Co., Richmond, Va. 

Gentlemp:n : There has been very Uttle change in the market this week, the 
colory tobaccos being a little higher, but not very much. Neither the A. T. Co. 
nor Lorillard are buying much. The A. T. Co. are confining their purchases 
to the smoking types, and Lorillard is buying so little that it does not affect the 
market. The types we are buying continue about like they were last week. 

I was in Danville yesterday and was disappointed that the Standard Tobacco 
Co. had bought very little CXC and CXB. When I was there a week ago it 
looked as if CXC could be bought at from 60 to 70 cents and CXB at from 
80 to 90 cents, but when I came in for these types Reynolds pushed them up to 
around 85 cents for CXC and 95 cents for CXB. I told our buyer there to just 
wait and go slow for the present, hoping that I can find some point where I 
can buy them cheaper. I can buy them at Lexington at present as cheap as 
I can get them in Danville. 

Monday I was in Huntington, but they had a very light sale. There was a 
great deal of tobacco in town, having been shipped there in hogsheads, and I 
suppose sales will be large there from now on. Prices there were about like 
they are in Lexington, but only a very small i)er cent would suit us. They had 
about a carload bought at Huntington of the several grades. 

I came here this morning and left an order with J. P. Taylor Co. for RXF 
and RXF2. Prices are a little lower, but not much, than they ai*e in Lexington. 

To-night I will go to Lancaster, a new market south of Lexington and east 
of Danville. Will place an order then with H. T. Soaper & Co. for the RXF 
and RXF2 if they have the right tobaccos and prices are right. I understand 
that the RXF is a little lower there than some other points. 

I am making good progress with the purchase of RXL and RXM. By the end 
of this week I expect to have over half the RXL and three-fourths of the RXM 
bought. I think there will be bought 35 to 40 per cent of RXF and RXF2 by 
the end of the week. 
Yours, truly, 

C. T. Patton. 

In his report of February 3, 1920, to the Richmond oflSce Mr. Patton 
reported a rise in the market of colory grades especially. His ex- 
planation of this rise is as follows : 

The cause of the advance in the colory grades is that Taylor has come into 
the market with evidently verj^ large orders for medium to high grade colory 
smoking types. Of course they did not bid against me in buying our types, but 
they were buying so much that it advanced the market. The A. T. Co. are 
practically off the market, and it is thought that Taylor has an order from 
them, as they are buying the A. T. Co.'s grades, but of course that is guesswork. 
Reynolds lets them buy a good deal, but keeps the price up to about the high 
mark for the season. 

The effect of the Imperial Tobacco Co.'s purchase through dealers 
upon the burley price would necessarily, be nominal, owing to the 
fact that less than 1,000,000 pounds of this type of tobacco was pur- 
chased in this manner. 

By the British- American Tobacco Co, — ^The British-American 
Tobacco Co. and its subsidiaries purchase their requirements through 
the Export Leaf Tobacco Co., which acts as a buying agency for the 
British- American interests. 

At the beginning of the 1919-20 season the Export Leaf Tobacco 
Co. had its representative on the Lexington market, and the records 
of the first sales show this concern as one of the principal buyers. 
After the market had been opened a few days, however, it appeared 
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that the price was gomg hirfi, and the Export Leaf Tobacco Co. began 
to give orders to the G. O. Tuck Co. to purchase on other markets for 
the account of the Export Leaf Tobacco Co. The following letter 
dated December 8, 1920, from the vice president of the Export Leaf 
Tobacco Co. in New York to another official of that concern then in 
Lexington, Ky., gives an outline of the situation at this time : 

Dbcbmbeb 8, 1920. 
Mr. T. M. Andebson, 

Kentticky Tobacco Redrying Co., Lexington, Ky. 

Deab Sib: The writer begs to acknowledge your telegram of the 7th, sent 
from Louisville, which has been read with a great deal of interest. I am sorry 
you did not say anything in same with reference to the prices which are being 
paid for grade VP on the Owensboro market. 

I think you are doing entirely right in giving the small order for trashes at 
around 10 cents. I note that you will visit Bowling Green and spend a day on 
the Louisville market with a view of giving orders to the Tuck people for 
grades U and W, and I trust we will be able to purchase these two grades at a 
lower price than same are costing on the Lexington market. 

We are inclosing copies of letters we are addressing to the Tuck people at 
Cynthiana and Paris, which are self-explanatory. It will, of course, be in 
order for you to change these instructions any way you may wish. I am simply 
writing the letters so that there may be some record as to arrangements v^e 
have made verbally with the Tuck people on the two markets in question. 

I am just in receipt of advice from Mr. Flippen to the effect that all dark 
grades went off considerably on Friday. For illustration, on Wednesday he 
had to pay an average of around 40 cents for ON and Friday around 37 cents. 
I note that you expect to visit Lynchburg on Friday. 
Very truly, yours, 

R. O. Habbison. 

Attention is directed to the following language in the second 
paragraph of the above letter: 

I note that you will visit Bowling Green and spend a day on the Louisville 
market with a view of giving orders to the Tuck people for grades U and W, 
and I trust we will be able to purchase these two grades at a lower price than 
same are costing on the Lexington market 

The following letter of instructions was sent from the New York 
office of the Export Leaf Tobacco Co. to the G. O. Tuck Co., Cyn- 
thiana and Pans, Ky. : 

Decembeb 8, 1919. 
Messrs. G. O. Tuck & Co., 

Cynthiana-Paris, Ky. 

Gentlemen : In confirmation of our verbal wishes expressed to you, we shall 
be glad if you will purchase for our account our grades S, T, U, and W, not 
exceeding the following prices, respectively, 89 cents, 75 cents, 60 cents, and 
35 cents. 

We wish you to pay particular attention to avoiding wet tobaccos, as the 
leaf may be in transit quite a lengthy period before reaching our Richmond 
branch. You will doubtless understand that we wish you to pack these tobaccos 
green and ship same to Export Leaf Tobacco Co., Richmond. 

In view of the conversation which Mr. Dickinson had with the subscriber in 
the Phoenix Hotel, Lexington, we are not certain just what commission you 
propose charging us for purchasing our tobaccos, and shall be glad to have 
your advice regarding this matter. 

We shall also be glad if you will telegraph at our expense the following 
information on Friday evening of each week : Quantity purchased of each grade 
and price paid for the entire week. For illustration, if your telegram reads as 
follows same will be perfectly understood : 

"S ten thousand pounds at 86 cents, five thousand at 70, etc." 
Very truly, yours, 

ExpoBT Leaf Tobacco Ca 
32338—21 7 
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The buyers of the G. O. Tuck Co., at Lexington, Cynthiana, and 
Paris continued to buy the export grades in accordance with instruc- 
tions outlined. The loUowing letters, dated January 31, 1920, from 
the vice president of the Export Leaf Tobacco Co., of New York, to 
a similar official in Richmond, Va., as well as the reply thereto indi- 
cates that all purchases bv the G. O. Tuck Co. for the account of 
the Export Leaf Tobacco Co. ceased on February 2, 1920 : 

ExpoBT Leaf Tobacco Co., 

511 Fifth A^'enue, 
yew York, N. 1'., January 31, 1920. 
Mr. T. M. Anderson, 

Export Leaf Tobacco Co., Richmond, Va. 

Deab Sib: We are just in receipt of a telegram from Paris. Ky., reading: 
" Purchased this week including sale January 29th. Grade T six thousand 
four hundred at seventy-four twenty." 

In view of the fact that there is only a small quantity of this grade or as a 
matter of fact any other grade of hurley to be purchased, we would suggest 
that all points discontinue buying except Lexington. I discussed this matter 
with you yesterday, but thought it just as well to remind you of it. 

If you have not already instructed the Louisville people as well as Paris and 
Cynthiana I would suggest that you telegraph them at once. 
Very truly, yours. 

Export Leaf Tobacco Co., 
By R. C. Harrison. 



February 2, 1920. 
Mr. R. C. Harrison. 

Export Leaf Tobacco Co., 511 Fifth Averiue, Xeic York City. 

Dear Sir : I wish to acknowledge receipt of yours of the 31st ultimo, relative 
to telegraphic report you received from Paris, Ky., for 6,400 pounds, grade 
TK, including sales of January 29, and suggesting that in view of our small 
requirements at this time we instruct Louisville, Paris, and Cynthiana to dis- 
continue purchasing all grades. AVe wish to say that we are not making pur- 
chases at Cynthiana, and have to-day wired G. O. Tuck & Co., at both Louisville 
and Paris, to discontinue purchases, copies of which telegrams and confirmation 
of same are herewith inclosed. 

I wish to say that the subscriber was under the impression that you would 
instruct both Louisville and Paris to discontinue purchases in view of his 
letter addressed to you on the 22d ultimo. However, I find this morning, much 
to my surprise, that the above-mentioned letter, along with several others, had 
been niissent to Mr. Breedlove, at Louisville. I shall be inclosing these letters 
to you to-day under separate cover. 
Yours, very truly, 

 

The records of the Export Leaf Tobacco Co. show that the G. 0. 
Tuck Co. purchased for its account about 300,000 pounds of hurley 
leaf tobacco on the Louisville, Cynthiana, and Paris, Ky., markets 
during the season of 1919. 

Prior to the opening of the loose-leaf floors in December, 1919, for 
the 1919-20 season, the G. O. Tuck Co. organization purchased a 
quantity of hurley leaf tobacco from the 1918-19 season on order for 
the Export Leaf Tobacco Co. 

IN THE DABK WESTERN DISTBICT. 

By the American Tobacco Co, — The American Tobacco Co. utilizes 
about 20,000,000 pounds annually of what is known as Green River, 
one-sucker, and dark-fired tobacco. Tlie Green River tobacco is 
bought principally on the loose-leaf floor at Owensboro and Hender- 
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son, Ky. The one-sucker tobacco is purchased on various markets, 
including Russellville, Bowling Green, Scottsville, and Glasgow, Ky. 
Some hurley is also purchased on the above markets. The dark-fired 
tobacco used by American Tobacco Co. comes principally from the 
Kopkinsville and Clarksville districts. A branch of the American 
Tobacco Co. is located at Owensboro, Ky., and practically all the 
tobacco, including one sucker or dark fired, bought by the American 
Tobacco Co. in that particular territory, is bought by its salaried 
fcuyers. However, some orders were placed with Universal Leaf 
Tobacco Co. for dark-fired tobacco to be purchased at Hopkinsville. 
There was considerable complaint during the 1919-20 crop season 
against the American Tobacco Co. for holding off the market and 
thereby causing it to break. The secretary and treasurer of a large 
tobacco-leaf dealer in Owensboro, Ky., upon being interviewed, 
stated that the cause of the slump in prices last winter was due to 
low foreign exchange and to the fact that the American Tobacco Co. 
went off the market so suddenly. 

On November 20, 1918, the American Tobacco Co. issued its in- 
structions as to the amount of various grades of Green River, one- 
sucker and dark-fired type which it wished to purchase on the west- 
ern Kentuckj'^ market. At that time the total amounted to 20,000,000 
pounds — about 6,000,000 pounds of one-sucker tobacco, 1,000,000 
pounds of dark fired, and 13,000,000 pounds of Green Eiver. On De- 
cember 13, 1919, the (jreen River leaf department of the American 
Tobacco Co. confirmed an order placed with the W. H. Winstead Co. 
(Inc.), branch of the Universal Leaf Tobacco Co., for lugs from the 
upper Cumberland district not to exceed 50,000 pounds. Appar- 
ently only about 14,000 pounds were purchased. 

The American Tobacco Co. itself entered the various markets on 
or about December 5, 1919, and continued to purchase until Decem- 
ber 19, when all buyers were called off the market. On December 
27, 1919, instructions were sent to the various buyers under the super- 
vision of the Green River leaf department of the American Tobacco 
Co. to discontinue buying on all grades until Monday, January 5, 
1920. This letter of instructions is set forth in full on page 63 of 
this report. 

As in the hurley section, the apparent purpose of the American 
Tobacco Co. in holding off the market at this time was to force the 
price lower. An examination of the field report received by the 
Green River leaf department of the American Tobacco Co. would 
indicate that the American's action had had the desired effect on the 
Owensboro market. Buyers of the American Tobacco Co. were re- 
quired to furnish reports from December 20 until January 5, even 
though no purchases were made by the American Tobacco Co. The 
following table shows the average prices at which the various grades 
purchased by the American Tobacco Co. were sold during that period 
of time on the Owensboro market, and also the average prices at 
which the same grades sold during December, and for January and 
February when the American reentered the market . 
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The ei^ixDMUid prices at which ihe American grades of both bniky 
aiid Oree^i Kiver were gold on the Owendx)ro maiicBt Deoember 19, 
j.<^iy, Uj Jaiiuary 5^ IS^J, were also lower than the avenige prices 
paid bv the Aoiencan for the same grad^ during the moiitli of 

'J'b<:^ folio wiiig quotation, taken from a letter from Mr. B. R 
M jJkr, m*dJi^gHr of the Green Eiver leaf dejmrtment of the American 
'li}\ydjf/'/} Ca). t/j hh superior officer gives further indication of the 
j>ijrj>^/«e of tfie American Tobacco Co. : 
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l/uyii^g iUia w<i^k, ii»u^:\sMy when prices look so reasonabla 

'I'he folio wirj^ letter between the same parties also should be oon- 

iihii^ntii \u thi« conueciion: 

Deceiiber 30, 1919. 

Air, J. M. MAULm, 

yirr, t*r<Hidimt ihe A. T. Co., New York City. 

iPi^AU Ki«; \V<* an* wary Horry not to be on the markets this week, as the 
imiviji \h iiiot'i* ri*iiHt)tni\>Ui, thouj<h the offerings at Owensboro are lower in 
(junljiy. 

Afii'V iititUiiiic ov<*r the floors on Monday we consider the only grades that 
.vjiovv m\ii'\i t\i't'\iin' tit'i* t<rji<l<*s OI5 an<l WLO No. 3. Sales were resumed at 
lii'mii'imni, Ow**nsl>oro, (ihiK;(ow, and Carthage. Tenn., on Monday; the rest 
of i)jt' HoudH'in K^'hlii^fky markets, we think, will not open until the last of this 
»^/'/'J/ or iU'Hl of next. 
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The main reason we regret not being able to buy this week is that tobacco is 
selling right freely in the country in the Green River district. 

Top grades of hurley sold very much cheaper in Owensboro yesterday, as 
JLdggett & Myers r^resentative and ourselves have been about the only bidders 
on these grades, though the market was some easier on the low grades as well. 

We inclose clipping from a local paper, which may be of interest to you. 

"The market in the fired district opened strong, the loose-floor average at 
Sopkinsville being about $21.50, while at Springfield, Tenn., the average was 
nearly $27. There is some uneasiness in that district for fear that the export 
trade, as well as Italy, will not be able to hold the market around the opening 
prices, though the farmers are holding their crops from $30 to $40, crop round, 
expecting to sell at the barns, and not over the loose floors. The Hopkinsville 
district is the only one that will sell the bulk of this tobacco over the loose floor." 

We certainly hope to have you visit our markets when we resume buying. 
Yours, very truly, 

Gbeen Riveb Leaf Depabtment, American Tobacco Co. 
Per B. R. Muxes. 

On January 1, 1920, the following telegram was sent from Mr. 
Miller to Mr. Mahler as a report on the conmtion of the market. The 
latter part of the telegram is worthy of notice. 

Januaby 1, 1920. 
J. H. Mabgler, 

Vice President, 111 Fifth Avenue, New York. 

No especial change in market. All grades hurley reasonable. Medium to 
low grades cheap. Medium to low grades dark especially cheap. More rejec- 
tions than earlier in week. With our competition market would soon come 
back. 

B. R. MnxEB. 

The third paragraph of the following letter is also indicative of 
the purpose of the American Tobacco Co. in holding off the market 
during the last week in December : 

Januaby 2, 1920. 
Mr. J. E. Lipscomb, Jr., 

The American Tobacco Co., LouisvUle, Ky. 

Deab Sib: Sales have been full in Owensboro all week, with the exception 
of one set of buyers having only half day to-day. Prices have held somewhat 
better than we expected, though we think about the lowest with the close of 
the week. 

Sales at Henderson have been light since Wednesday. The sales in southern 
Kentucky did not open until the middle or last of the week, except at Glasgow 
and Hartsville. Burley sales were discontinued entirely at Glasgow, only sell- 
ing the dark until the middle of the week, though they may have had one or 
two burley sales at the close. 

Being oft the market has not shown the difference in the one sucker that 
it has in the Green River, as we were buying such a small per cent. Trashes 
and the low grades were some cheaper in the one sucker, though the WD type 
has grown stronger. Reynolds is right active in buying high colored WD and 
the price has advanced several dollars upon several markets where they buy. 

We have gotten in very bad shape as to labor at Owensboro and Henderson 
on account of having retired all of our tobacco and by putting our tiers to 
stemming to hold our organization together. Our stemming will not last over 
one week, in the meantime we have lost a lot of day hands who may be hard 
to get back should we begin buying freely next week. 

We have to-day instructed all buyers to begin buying the grades that we 
were buying before the holidays and to try to lower their average If possible. 
We fear that when we begin taking our per cent next week prices will soon get 
back to where they were, but to fill our requirements, especially of the dark, 
we must soon begin taking our per cent, after having lost one week. 

All predictions are that the crop will show shorter than first anticipated, 
both in the one sucker and Green River section. 
Tours, very truly, 

B. R. Miller. 
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On January 3, 1920, general instructions were sent out to the buyers 
under the supervision of the Green River leaf department of the 
American Tobacco Co. to reenter the market on Monday, January 5, 
and resume buying all grades. 

That wo were buying before the market closed. We do not wish to buy 
freely the first day. but after trying the market out if you find our competitors 
will not let you have the required percentage, we will have to meet the market 
in order to get our percentage, even if you have to pay the same averages you 
were paying before the market closed. Should prices decline do not increase 
your percentage but reduce your averages. 

On January 6, 1920, instructions were sent to Mr. B. R. Miller, 
manager of the Green Biver Leaf Department of the American To- 
bacco Co., Owensboro, Ky., to discontinue buying all grades in 
the Green Biver section except one, and all grades in the one-sucker 
section except five, and all purchases being made in the dark-fired 
section. This letter of instructions is as follows : 

Januaby 6, 1920. 
Mr. B. R. Miller, 

The American Tobacco Co., Oiccnsboro, Ky. 

Dear Sib: Confirming the conversation I had with you over the phone this 
afternoon, I beg to advise that you may discontinue buying all grades in the 
Green River section except WLC No. 3, and all grades in the one-sucker sec- 
tion except WD, GC No. 1, WF, WFF, OLC No. 3, and WVC. You will also 
discontinue entirely the purchase of the fired grades. 

These instructions are final ; therefore you can malse arrangements to let as 
much of your labor as possible go as soon as you wind up what you have on 
hand. 

In buying the few grades that you have please buy same conservatively with 
a view of remaining on the market throughout the season, at the same time 
get your requirements of these grades. 
Very truly, yours, 
, J. E. Lipscomb, Jr. 

On January 17, 1920, the buyers of the American Tobacco Co. in 
the one-sucker section were allowed to increase their averages in the 
purchase of tobacco in that section. 

About this same time the officials of the American Tobacco Co. 
decided not to purchase the dark-fired grade until later in the sea- 
son. The fourth paragraph of the letter from J. E. Lipscomb, man- 
ager of the Louisville Leaf Department of the American Tobacco Co., 
to Mr. J. H. Mahler, vice president of the American Tobacco Co., 
dated January 19, 1920, set forth on page 68 of this report, explains 
this situation. 

On or about January 20, 1920, the market at Owensboro reached 
such a low ebb that the manager of the Green River Leaf Department 
of the American Tobacco Co., in writing to the vice president of that 
concern in New York City, is quoted as follows : 

The market in Owensboro was very much lower to-day upon medium and 
common grades, consequently we can buy freely of grade WLC No. 3. We 
have noticed some very good WL grade selling from $16 to $20, GB from $14 
to $17, and WN from $11.50 to $14. The market is very irregular ; some time 
during the day prices go back almost as high as when we were on the market. 

We know our instructions to discontinue buying were final, though Mr. Lips- 
comb has advised that we keep you posted, and for this reason we are suggesting 
that at times we can pick up some very cheap tobacco. 

Another paragraph of this same letter indicates that competitors 

of the American Tobacco Co. were well aware of the attitude of, 

tJjat concern and did not always approve of same. The last para-j 

graph of this letter is quoted as follows : 
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We beg to advise that this morning Mr. Clarke, the Imperial field man from 
Henderson, suggested that they are very sorry we are off the market, as he 
thinks that In the long run it is not a good idea to let the loose floor tobacco 
sell too low, this season. 

While the effect of the American's action of holding off the market 
and buying under cover in the dark-fired district would not be as 
serious as in the Green River or hurley districts, yet the following 
letter clearly indicates the purpose of the American Tobacco Co. in 
its action as well as the effect it hoped would obtain therefrom. 

January 20, 1920. 
Mr. J. H. Mahler, 

Vice President the A. T. Co., New York City. 

Dear Sir: Referring to tlie purchase of grade GL of the fired lugs, beg to 
advise that very little of that crop has been sold, and we expect it to sell lower 
than prices being asked, which are very much above loose-floor prices. If all 
that tobacco was sold over the loose floor we would suggest that the waiting 
plan would be decidedly better, but we expect less than half of the entire 
crop to be sold over the loose floor. The largest loose-floor market in that dis- 
trict is Hopkinsville, Ky., and they have sold over 5,000,000 pounds at an aver- 
age of about $21.90. 

In the other districts the most of the tobacco will be sold at the barn, the 
lugs from which we will not have a chance to buy, except from dealers, packed 
in hogsheads, which are usually cornered with common tobacco, and we Avill 
get a mixed lot of lugs. 

We are buying tobacco at Russellville, Ky., and have bought a small amount 
of this grade at an average of $14.33 before we had instructions to stop buying. 

We arranged with Mr. Jamison, of the Universal, to have his buyer at 
Hopkinsville, Ky., begin buying for us, though after buying for two weeks he 
had only purchased about 7,000 pounds, at a $17 average. They are buying 
lugs for their own account, and we do not think they were giving our order 
the attention it should have. 

Inasmuch as we have 750.000 pounds of this grade to buy, and only three or 
four markets to buy upon, do you not think it would be wise to resume buying 
in a small way and get what bargains we find in the good, ripe lugs? 

I expect to visit two or three of these fired markets this week, and can advise 
later if the prices have changed since my last visit. 

We think w^hon we begin buying we shall put our own buyers on these mar- 
kets who will look after the purchase more closely, and we have available men 
who can do this work. 

Yours, very truly. 

Green River Leaf Department, American Tobacco Co.. 
Per B. R. Miixer. 

It will be noted in the fourth paragraph of the above letter that 
arrangements had been made for the buyer of the Universal Tobacco 
Co. to buy for the American Tobacco Co. at Hopkinsville, Ky., and 
also that in the last paragraph it is suggested by Mr. Miller that 
American buyers should cover the markets. 

The condition of the market, as a result of the American Tobacco 
Co. holding oif at Owensboro and Henderson and elsewhere in the 
dark section is set forth in the following letters from Mr. Miller, 
manager of the Green Eiver leaf department of the American To- 
bacco Co. to Mr. Lipscomb, of the American Tobacco Co. : 

January 31, 1920. 
Mr. J. E. Lipscomb, Jr., 

The A. T. Co., Louisville, Ky. 
Dear Sir: Owing to the fact that we are huying trashes only in the Green 
River district, I have spent most of the time during the last few weeks in the 
one-sucker district. 

The market was closed for this week at Henderson, though remained open 
at Owenshoro. Prices continue strong on high-grade leaf and good trashes, 
though prices upon low-grade tobacco has been tomqiYl \Qi^«t \5XV <5s<£t XXsfe ^wssjJcc^ 
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this week. Grade GB and WN contlnne much the cheapest of our grades in the 
Green River. A very good line of GB without our competition sold for $14 to 
$16 and WN grade from $10 to $13. 

In the one-sucker district the best grades have been strong, with low grades 
much lower in price. 

We are buying very little OLC No. 3, as it does not appear on the market. 
The quality of that crop has been much lower since the beginning, and for this 
reason we can not buy freely of our grades. We have cautioned our buyers to 
be very careful upon the OLO No. 3, which we are shipping to eastern points, 
and fear they will not be pleased with the trashes, as they are badly mixed 
in the bundle and most floors are nesting their baskets. We have had more 
trouble along this line this year than ever before, and for this reason we can not 
buy WF and WD grades satisfactorily. 

We are not pleased with WVC wrapper purchase. It is not yielding very 
much in excess of 50 per cent, and we are anxious for you to see this tobacco. 
We are running this tobacco as low in quality as possible to get the quantity, 
as you know there are no fine wrapi)ers. 
Yours, very truly, 

Gbeen River Leaf Depabtment, American Tobacco Co., 
Per B. R. Miller. 



February 6, 1920. 
Mr. J. E. Lipscomb, Jr., 

The AmeHccm Tobacco Co,, LoniavUle, Ky, 

Dear Sir: The markets in all sections have slumped materially since 
Wednesday. 

You will note from our reports that the WLC No. 3 grade is selling at the 
end of this week around $10.50 average, and we are getting a very nice line of 
tobacco. 

The southern Kentucky markets this week have shown weaker toward the 
close, though a better line of tobacco has been offered, and as they are nearing 
the end in that section we have continued to buy our Nashville grades, which 
have been better in quality, though not so much lower in price. 

The medium to low grade of tobacco on all markets has shown the greatest 
falling off in value. 

We made a very nice start upon grade Gr-L upon the Hopkinsville market at 
a price lower than we expected. 

We have decided not to buy any of the O-C grade at present, as we have 
been advised by a number of well-posted tobacco men that the crop showed a 
large per cent of short brown tobacco, which we think we can buy later and 
to better advantage. 

We are not getting very close up on any of our grades we are buying at 
present, but since the markets are becoming demoralized we await your 
instructions to see if you think it advisable to discontinue purchases of any 
grades. 

Yours, very truly, 

Green River Leaf Department, 
American Tobacco Co., 
Per B. R. Miller. 



February 7, 1920. 
Mr. J. H. Mahler, 

Vice President the American Tobacco Co., 'Slew York City. 

Dear Sir: We think we began buying Grade G-L upon the fired market at 
the best time, as prices were lower this week than heretofore. We think it 
important to buy this grade upon the market as any lugs that we buy from 
dealers would be packed too hard and badly mixed. 

Owing to the large per cent of short brown tobacco in the fired crop we 
think it best to delay buying the C-C tobacco until later or to buy from dealers. 
Mr. Lipscomb agrees with us in this suggestion and asks that we so advise ybu. 

We will soon complete the buying of Nashville grades and have yet about 
600,000 pounds of OLC No. 3 and WLC No. 3 grades to buy. We yet have 
about 300,000 pounds of WF, LW, and FF grwdes to bw^. 
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We advised Mr. Lipscomb to-day tliat W-L and W-L No. 2 -grades could 
be bought in the Green River lower than the W-F grade, which we consider 
better tobacco. 

Without further instructions we will continue to fill our original requlre- 
ments, hoping to buy the remainder at much lower prices. 
Yours, very truly. 

Green Riveb Leaf Department, 
American Tobacco Co., 
Per B. R. Miller. 

On February 9, 1920, the Green Kiver leaf department of the 
American Tobacco Co. reported to Mr. Mahler, vice president of that 
concern, that the Owensboro market seemed demoralized and sug- 
gested that it would be a good time to buy the balance of the Ameri- 
can Tobacco Co.'s requirements. Copy of this letter is set forth 
below: 

February 9, 1920. 
Mr. J. H. Mahler, 

Vice President, American Tobacco Co., New York, N. Y, 

Dear Sir: We are to-day sending you a wire, and inclose confirmation of 
same in this letter. 

The market seems demoralized, with very few eager to buy even at the 
reduced prices. 

The Gallagher Tobacco Co., who has bought freely nearly all the season, is; 
entirely off to-day, leaving the Imperial the largest buyer, with Winstead,. 
Hodge, and a few speculators taking the remainder of the tobacco. 

We are sending these prices that you may see the exceedingly low prices at 
which we could buy our grades, if you should decide to buy any more this- 
season. 

We estimate that there are yet to be sold seven or eight million pounds at 
Owensboro, and possibly half that amount at Henderson. 

We are redrying two small lots of tobacco for speculators, which at present 
will not total over 150,000 pounds, though if they continue to buy we may^ 
handle enough for them to help our overhead expense at this point. 

We would be very glad if you are interested, that you come to Owensboro- 
and see the good values that are selling at present. 
Yours, very truly, 

Green River Leaf Department, 
American Tobacco Co., 
Per B. R. Miller. 

On February 11, 1920, the Green River leaf department of the 
American Tobacco Co. was instructed to discontinue the purchase of 
three grades of one-sucker tobacco and to resume the purchase of 
three grades of Green River. 

On February 16, 1920, the American Tobacco Co. began to pur- 
chase the balance of its requirements of Green River tobacco on 
the Owensboro and Henderson markets. The following letter from 
Mr. B. R. Miller, manager of the Green River leaf department of 
the American Tobacco Co., to Mr. J. H. Mahler, vice president of 
that concern, is in point : 

February 16, 1920. 

Dear Sir: Mr. J. E. Lipscomb telephones us to-day we should buy 300,000 
pounds grade WL, 500,000 pounds grade WN, 300,000 pounds grade WO. 

We were glad indeed to have this tobacco to buy and will use every pre- 
caution to buy it properly, also to stay on the market until the close. We will 
buy all of this tobacco at Owensboro and Henderson, with the exception of a 
few sales which we may attend at Livermore — one of the best markets in this 
section and upon which we can always buy cheaper tobacco than at Owensboro. 
Ever since the opening of the Livermore market they have sold a splendid lot 
of tobacco, and we can always show a saving upon WL grade upon that market. 

Owing to light offerings we have bought very little tobacco since receiving 
instructions last week to buy Green River gnxOi^s. T\i^ xaaxYfeX. \®s» ^^^>xs5is^ 
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somewhat upon light offerings, though after the next season we think prices 
will settle down, or as soon as any quantity of tobacco appears. 

There has been very little demonstration of feeling over the drop in price in 
any section. The farmers in the Green River and one-sucker districts are tak- 
ing it as a matter of course, regretting that they had not marketed this entire 
crop, though something like 90 per cent of the one sucker has been sold, and 
possibly 75 per cent of the Green River tobacco. In the fired district only 20 
to 25 per cent of the crop has been sold. The farmers are very disappointed, 
though the writer heard very little complaint and no serious reports (except 
curtailment of crop) during the past two weeks in that section. 

The demand for plug and cigar wrapi>ers, also for high-grade snuff tobaccos, is 
maintaining good prices upon the better grades of the fired markets, and some 
are predicting that the average for the season in that district may drop as low 
as $20, while some 10 to 15 per cent of the crop was sold the first few weeks at 
a $27.50 average. 

We are making steady progress upon the buying of GL grade, though we 
have bought very little of grade C-C. Should the prices of this grade weaken 
upon the loose markets we may begin buying, though at present this leaf would 
cost from $25^ to $30, or an average of $27 or $28. 

It is our idea to wait and buy the bulk of this tobacco, prized from dealers 
later in the season to insure the condition. Should it develop later the specu- 
lators are not getting a fair quantity of leaf we could then have enough time to 
buy a portion upon the loose-leaf floors. 
Yours, very truly, 

Geeen River Leaf Department, 

American Tobacco Co., 
Per B. R. Miller. 

On February 16, 1920, the Green River leaf department of the 
American Tobacco Co. placed an order with the Trahern Tobacco 
Co. (Inc.), Clarksville, Tenn., to purchase a quantity of lugs on the 
Clarksville, Tenn., market. 

On February 27, 1920, the price of the dark-fired tobacco was 
higher than the American Tobacco Co. thought it should be, and so 
they decided to stay off the market to see what effect it would have on 
the market. The following quotation is taken from a letter from Mr. 
B. R. Miller, manager of the Green River leaf department of the 
American Tobacco Co., to Mr. J. H. Mahler, vice president of that 
concern : 

We are buying a nice line of GL grade, which is malsing a splendid strip, 
though we have made such a good start (having bought over half of our re- 
quirements) we have decided to hold up for a few days on buying to see if there 
will be any change in the market. 

As yet we have been unable to buy but very little of CO grade, on account of 
prices being higher than we expected to pay for same, though there is very 
little tobacco being bought by speculators, and thinlj we should buy some of this 
grade upon the loose floors, rather than wait to buy all from dealers. 

An examination of the field reports submitted by the buyer of the 
American Tobacco Co. on the Hopkins ville market shows that the 
American Tobacco Co. did not purchase leaf tobacco on the Hopkins- 
ville market from February 28 until March 8. They went back on 
the market March 9, and with three exceptions purchased their grades 
every day until the end of the season. May 31. It was observed, 
however, from this report that one of the grades was discontinued on 
March 25, while in the case of another the buying was rather sporadic 
throughout the balance of the season. 

By the P, Lorillard (76).— The P. Lorillard Co. bought all of its 

dark western tobacco through other dealers. It placed an order for 

its requirements of the Green River type with the W. H. Winstead 

Co, (Inc.), a subsidisLvy of the Universal Leaf Tobacco Co., to be 



CAUSES OF DECLINE. 107 

purchased on the loose-leaf floors at Owensboro, Ky. What little 
dark-fired tobacco was wantfed by the P. Lorillard Co. was bought on 
order through a dealer in Clarksville, Tenn. The total purchases of 
the Lorillard Co. of dark western type was about 1,500,000 pounds, 
and consequently had very little effect, if any^ upon the market. 

By the Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co. — The total requirement of the 
Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co. of dark types of tobacco did not exceed 
1,000,000 pounds. This quantity was purchased through dealers on 
the Owensboro and Hopkinsville, Ky., markets. The Virginia- 
Kentucky Leaf Tobacco Co. was its representative on the Owensboro 
market and L. B. Cornette was its representative on the Hopkinsville 
market. Like P. Lorillard & Co., the requirements of the Liggett & 
Myers dark types of tobacco were so small that it could not affect 
the market. 

By the R. J. Reynolds Tohacco Co. — The R. J. Reynolds Tobacco 
Co. bought its requirements of dark western tobacco principally 
through J. S. Phelon & Co., Owensboro, Ky., and Rudolph, Hach 
& Co., ClarksAdlle, Tenn., the former buying the Green River type 
and the latter dark-fired type. 

The J. S. Phelon Co. is a dealer which buys on order for manu- 
facturers, and while the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. is its principal 
customer, it sold substantial quantities to other American manufac- 
turers. However, the total requirements of the R. J. Reynolds To- 
bacco Co. of the dark types of tobacco are so small, about 4,000,000 
pounds, in comparison to the total amount sold, that its activities in 
liolding off the market could not have a very marked effect upon the 
market. It is pointed out in this connection, however, that the prac- 
tice indulged in by the P. Lorillard Tobacco Co., Liggett & Myers 
Tobacco Co., and the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. to buy their re- 
quirements of dark tobacco through dealers either on the loose-leaf 
floors or otherwise would have some effect on the markets in that ter- 
ritory, for the reason that those markets would be deprived of active 
<5ompetition of these concerns in purchasing their requirements of 
this type of tobacco. As it is under the present arrangement, three 
or four dealers are buying the requirements of a dozen or more manu- 
facturers in this country and abroad. If these manufacturers were 
on the market with their own buying organization or commission men, 
ivho bought for each manufacturer exclusively, the market would 
have the benefit of the competition between those concerns. This 
fact should not be lost sight of in the consideration of holding off 
the market and buying under cover by the large domestic manufac- 
turers in the dark western district. The possible effects of " holding 
off" and "buying under cover" are stated in the following extract 
from a letter written by one of the dealers in this section to a com- 
pany for which he was buying : 

We are fully convinced now that going entirely off the market for a few days 
and later abandoning our " X " marking on the floors is proving very helpful, 
the latter idea especially helpful, as we very often adopt the same tactics on 
other grades but had never applied it to the " X " until just recently, and it 
being the general impression among the trade that this kind was for your ac- 
count probably had some bearing on the market ; and even although our going 
off, changing grading, etc., came about the same time as the general breakdown 
of the market in common and medium grades we might not have been enabled 
to hold the " X " kind down quite so low should we not \iiaLN<s^ OsNaxs.^^'^i. NSc^^ 
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By the Imperial Tobacco Co. (Inc.)^ Kentucky. — ^The Imperial 
Tobacco Co. of Kentucky is practically the same organization as the 
Imperial Tobacco Co. (Ltd.), being owned by the same stockholders. 
It purchases its requirements of dark tobacco principally through 
its own buying organization. In some districts, however, it made 
purchases on order through dealers during the 1919-20 crop season. 

This concern is a large factor in the Owensboro and Henderson 
districts, where it secures most of its requirements over the loose-leaf 
floors. Its purchases in the Clarksville, Paducah, and Mayfield dis- 
tricts, while substantial, are not not near so large as in the Owens- 
boro and Henderson districts. 

The Imperial Tobacco Co. purchases its requirements on the Ful- 
ton, Ky., market through the K. C. Whitnell firm. On that market 
Mr. Whitnell made the purchases in the name of the Imperial To- 
bacco Co. as is indicated from the following letter from Mr. E. 
Hodge to Mr. E. S. Carlton, president of the Imperial Tobacco Co. 
of Kentucky : 

Januaby 6, 1920. 
Mr. E. S. Caklton, 

President The Imperial Tobacco Co. of Kentucky, Richmond, Va. 

Deab Sib : We hand you herewith inclosed copy of contract as arranged with 
Mr. R. C. Whitnell for the buying and handling of a purchase for our account 
at Fulton, Ky. 

We thought it best, for the present at least, to confine his buying to the 
"chute" market, the opening sale on which will be the 8th instant. The 
" chute " method of selling is by the load at public auction. It will, of course, 
be an experiment, and may not be successfully established; in that event we 
may find it necessary later on to authorize Mr. Whitnell to make purchases of 
crop round in the country, but we very much hope the ** chute " market will get 
established there and that we will not have to buy in the country. 

As you will note from the contract, the business at Fulton will be done 
altogether in the name of our company, which will enable us to ship out the 
tobaccos, either to Hopkinsville or Henderson, loaded loose in the cars, and also 
we believe will give us a better control of the buying. 

We trust this contract will have your approval. 
Yours, faithfully. 

The purchases of tobacco for the requirements of the Imperial 
Tobacco Co. on the Paducah, Ky., market were purchased by the 
jfirm of Stahl & Hayden. This concern also purchased for the E. J. 
O'Brien Co., agent for the French r^gie. The requirements of the 
latter, however, purchased by Stahl & Hayden far exceeded the pur- 
chases for the Imperial Tobacco Co. The following paragraph, 
taken from a letter of Stahl & Hayden to E. J. O'Brien & Co., refers 
to the arrangement between the Imperial Tobacco Co. and Stahl & 
Hayden, and will be of interest in this connection : 

We did not make any change in the contract, which reads we are to handle 
no tobacco except for your account, but you know we have always handled a 
dark, stubby type for the Imperial Tobacco Co. that you have never been Inter- 
ested in, and we have signed up with them again for this season and will do 
a limited amount of business for them. However, this Imperial tobacco will 
be handled on the second and third floor of our house and will have no connec- 
tion or any chance of a mix-up with your purchase, as we use our entire first 
fioor for your account, and have now a hydraulic press which enables us to 
prize the tobacco almost as fast as we can receive it. 

The first instance where it appears the Imperial Tobacco Co. held 
off the market in order to force it down was on or about February 
10^ 1920. The following paragraph taken from a letter from Mr. 
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Hodge to the main office of the company, Richmond, Va., indicates 
such a policy : 

Prices on the Mayfield market are reported to have dropped about $2, but 
we are still practically holding off that market, allowing our buyer to take only 
an occasional load of either No. 1 quality or of long No. 2 quality. 

We plan to do but little buying in the western district for a while longer, as 
we believe there will be a further considerable recession in prices in that 
section. 

The following paragraph^ from a similar letter, dated February 
19, 1920, indicates that the Imperial was still holding off the market 
at Mayfield and Paducah : 

We are still practically off the market at both Mayfield and Paducah, as we 
believe there will be a chance later on to buy the No. 2 KS quality at lower 
prices and in line with prices in this district. 

While it may not be concluded that the activities of the Imperial 
Tobacco Co. in holding off the market alone caused the market 
slump, yet such action on the part of the Imperial Tobacco Co., 
taken in conjunction with similar action on the part of other heavy 
buyers in that territory, would naturally have that effect. 

By the British-American Tobacco Co, {Ltd,). — As indicated here- 
tofore in this chapter, The Export Leaf Tobacco Co. is a buy- 
ing agency for the British-American Tobacco Co. and its sub- 
sidiaries. The Black Horse Tobacco Co. is a subsidiary of the 
British-American Tobacco Co., which utilizes a large Quantity of 
dark-fired tobacco in the manufacture of its product. During the 
1920-crop season the Export Leaf Tobacco Co. placed an order with 
the Universal Leaf Tobacco Co. to purchase the requirements of the 
Black Horse Tobacco Co. on various markets in southwestern Ken- 
tucky. This order amounted to more than 3,000,000 pounds. It ap- 
pears from correspondence taken from the files of the Universal 
Leaf Tobacco Co. and the Export Leaf Tobacco Co. that this pur- 
chase, while made on order of the Export Leaf Tobacco Co., was to 
be financed by the Universal Leaf Tobacco Co. The first indication 
of this arraniement appears in a letter from Mr. W. B. Kennedy, 
representative of the Universal Leaf Tobacco Co., Paducah, Ky., to 
the Louisville office of that concern, dated January 20, 1920. The 
following language is quoted : 

You know that the British- American Tobacco Co. are buying some tobacco in 
Madisonville which I am paying for as it is purchased, and we will have to 
provide the funds for taking care of it. I am writing you regarding this, and 
will thank you for an immediate reply with reference to same. 

On January 23, 1920, a reply was made to the above letter. Since 
it covers the arrangement between the Export Leaf Tobacco Co. and 
the Universal Leaf Tobacco Co. with regard to the Black Horse 
Tobacco Co.'s purchase it is set forth in full below : 

January 23, 1920. 
Mr. W. B. Kennedy, Paducah^ Ky. 

Dear Sir: Referring: to the tohacco which you are buying at Madisonville 
through Mr. John Taylor, for account of the Black Horse Tobacco Co., beg to 
advise the cost of this tobacco is understood to include the following: Warehouse 
floor cost at Madisonville, Taylor's buying charges, freight to Paducah, your 
own handling charges. 

Interest and insurance will be added to your invoices here. 

In advising that the insurance and interest is to be added by this office, we 
have in mind instructions given you by Mr. 3am^\^o\i, \Xv^\, >Ocv^'Sfe V\J««^^ ^^^^ '^'^ 
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be added by Paducah, but we have discussed this mattter with him, and he 
concurs in the above instructions; 1. e., that insurance and interest will be 
added in Louisville. 
Yours, truly, 

LouisviLi^ Branch, Universal Leaf Tobacco Co. (Inc.), 
By J. C. Engelwood. 

It appears that the local buyer for the Taylor Tobacco Co. at 
•Madisonville, Ky., was required to furnish daily statements to the 
Paducah office of the Universal Leaf Tobacco Co. as well as the 
Louisville office. The following letter from the Louisville office of 
the Universal Leaf Tobacco Co. to Mr. W. B. Kennedy, Paducah^ 
Ky., is in point : 

January 28, 1920. 
Mr. W. B. Kennedy, Paducah, Ky. 

Dear Sir: Referring to the tobacco which you are buying at Madisonville 
through Taylor Tobacco Co. 

We note that Mr. Taylor has sent you the warehouse bills for this tobacco 
daily. This is the same course which he is following with us, and we expect 
that it might inconvenience Mr. Taylor to make weekly settlements for to- 
bacco purchased at Madisonville, and we expect that this is tlie only way that 
the business could be conducted by the Taylor Tobacco Co. 
Yours, very truly, 

Louisville Branch, Universal Leap Tobacco Co. 
J. C. Engelford. 

It also appears that the Export Leaf Tobacco Co. required the 
Universal Leaf Tobacco Co. to furnish details of purchases, includ- 
ing cost, invoiceSj markets, etc., to the Hopkinsville representa- 
tive of the Black Horse Tobacco Co. and the Richmond office of the 
Export Leaf Tobacco Co. 

The following paragraph taken from a letter written by the vice 
president of the Export Leaf Tobacco Co., of New York, to another 
vice president in Richmond, Va., covers this phase of the arrange- 
ment: 

• 

It is quite important that some definite report be made, certainly as often as 
once a week, showing the purchase price of these tobaccos on the markets 
where the purchases w^ere made on warehouse floor, and it may also apply to 
points where these purchases are receive<l from the farmer. The original of 
these reports it will, no doubt, be^ in order to have sent to Mr. Oldham and 
copies to you at Richmond and to this ofllce. 

On March 31, 1920, the New York office of the Export Leaf To- 
bacco Co., in a letter to the vice president of that concern, then at 
Paducah, Ky., had the following to say with regard to the purchase 
placed with the Universal Leaf Tobacco Co. : 

As regards this purchase the Universal Co. is making for the Black Horse 
Tobacco Co., there is no doubt a large percentage of same still to be purchased, 
and it would api>ear that we are about the only buyers in the market that are 
doing country buying. We are of the opinion, formed from rather reliable in- 
formation, that it is doubtful if the Italian buyers will make any purchases 
from this crop, and if so, will probably take a small quantity. In view of 
this, it would be advisable for the Universal Co. to proceed cautiously in mak- 
ing the remainder of this purchase, as if the farmers finally decide to dispose 
of their tobaccos, thinking they have waited long enough, and the Italians 
have not come in the market, which they may not do, the remainder of the crop 
would no doubt sell at a considerably reduced price. It is getting toward the 
time of the season that the farmers should be disposing of their crops and they 
will very likely determine to do so within the next few weeks. This being the 
case, and we being practically the only buyers operating in the country, it 
would, no doubt f he advisable to caution the Universal people not to buy too 
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fa-eavily in this purchase once the farmers get in a hurry to sell, as with all the 
■:*^mainder of the crop thrown on the market, at whatever prices they can get, 
tliis would no doubt reduce prices very considerably. 

I bring this to your attention, as you may see some evidence of this disposi- 
tion on the part of the farmers while you are in the West on this trip. 

It is well to point out at this time that the Universal Leaf 
"^Tobacco Co. purchased on order for their manufacturing customers 
in foreign countries at the same time it was making purchases for 
"the Export Leaf Tobacco Co. on the Black Horse Tobacco Co.'s 
account. Certainly the competition which would naturally exist 
hetween the Export Leaf Tobacco Co. and the Universal Leaf 
Tobacco Co. on the various markets where this tobacco was bought 
was eliminated by the arrangement entered into. The Universal 
Leaf Tobacco Co. purchased substantial quantities of the dark 
tobacco both fired and unfired and was a factor on all markets in 
that territory so that its activity in holding oflf the market follow- 
ing instructions of the Export Leaf Tobacco Co. would certainly 
have its eflFect upon the price of leaf tobacco in that territory. 

It also appears from the records of the Export Leaf Tobacco Co. 
and the Universal Leaf Tobacco Co. that an order was placed b}'- 
the Export Leaf Tobacco Co. with the W. H. Winstead Co., sub- 
sidiary of the Universal Leaf Tobacco Co., for more than a million 
pounds of Green River, unfired dark tobacco to be purchased prin- 
cipally on the Owensboro market. This purchase was made late in 
the season and full advantage was taken of the break in that 
market. The following letter from the Export Leaf Tobacco Co. 
to the Winstead Co., dated April 20, 1920, will give an indication of 
the arrangement between the two concerns covering this purchase: 

April 20, 1920. 
W. H. Winstead & Co. (Inc.), Owensboro, Ky. 

Gentlemen : We liave your weekly report of purchases of the VPG grade 
for the week ending April 23, showing 85,350 pounds at 7.36 average. We 
wish to say that this is the first report we have received of the purchases of 
this grade, therefore, we w^ould thank you to advise if this is the total amount 
purchased to date, or only the amount purchased during the week ending 
April 23 as indicated in this report. 

Our Mr. Breedlove and Mr. Bradsher will be visiting you next week and they 
will be giving you all the necessary instructions incident to the purchase of 
this grade, and also as to the proper order in which it should be put up should 
they decide to have you continue to stiffen it. 

You will please in future send us reports weekly of the amount of this grade 
purchased. 

Very truly, yours, 

ExpoBT Leaf Tobacco Co. 

In order that the significance of the transaction just referred to 
in the foregoing paragraph may be understood, it should be remem- 
bered that the W. H. Winstead Co. purchased more than 1,0(K),000 
pounds of tobacco for the P. Lorillard Co. and a large order for 
the American Tobacco Co. on the same markets that the Export Leaf 
Tobacco Co.'s order was purchased. This in addition to other orders 
from foreign as well as domestic manufacturers. 

By the American Snuff Co. — ^The American Snuff Co. is a large 
consumer of dark-fired tobacco. The most of its requirements were 
purchased on the Clarksville and Springfield, Tenn., market? and 
on the Hopkinsville and May field, Ky., markets. Its purchases 
on the Springfield, Tenn., market were made on order b^ "RaWx-^ 



112 THE TOBACCO INDUSTRY. 

• 

IRosson & Bro. The purchases on the other markets were made 

through the company's own buying organization under the general 

supervision of its local representative at Clarksville, Tenn. It 

would appear from the records of the American Snuff Co. that 

this concern made an attfempt to stay on the market throughout the 

season and there was very little holding off the market for the 

purpose of "bearing" the market. The following correspondence 

taken from the files of the American Snuff Co. will give an indication 

of the policy of this concern with regard to buying on the market 

when other buyers are off : 

Memphis, Tenn., March 12, 1920, 
Mr. P. N. Smith, 

Vice President, Clarksville, Term. 

Deab Sib: I found your letters of the 6th instant upon my return to the 
office Tuesday, and since then have been so busy that I haven't had a chance to 
write you until now. 

I also received this morning a copy of the paper published at Mayfield. I do 
not understand how it is that so many extravagant statements can be published 
:about low prices at which tobacco is selling, when as a matter of fact it is sell- 
ing at comparatively very high prices, but I presume it is to be understood that 
reference is made to the profit, and that on account of the very high cost of 
production the ruling prices bring up the question of whether the farmer is 
•coming out even or not. 

I have been wondering for the last day or two if it wouldn't be a good idea 
for us to go into the market while it seems to be in a state of stagnation and 
l)uy somewhat freely around prices ruling at from 22 to 24 cents, because of the 
opportunity to make selections of the best tobacco in the crop. On the one 
hand, of course, is the possibility of prices going lower; on the other hand 
there are two potent considerations in favor of this course — one is that we 
would get the pick of the crop, the other is that we would be showing a dis- 
position to buy when other buying interests were staying off the market. 

Then there is another consideration to take into account, and that is that if 
the cost of production is around 20 to 22 cents per pound, we can not expect 
the farmers to continue to raise tobacco If they have to sell it under 20 cents, 
and the most important thing of all from our standpoint is to have an ample 
supply of raw material, because without that we would go out of business. 

You will recall that about three years ago you came over and suggested the 
advisability of our going into the market — I think it wa^ in the early part of 
T^ovember — and buy, because nobody was buying tobacco and farmers were very 
much depressed over not having any Christmas money, etc. You stated that 
what little tobacco was being sold was around 7^ cents, and we concluded after 
discussing the matter that it would .be wise for you to go in and buy because of 
the opportunity to get the pick of the tobacco available and to pay 8 cents 
rather than buy at the lower price even though we might have been able to 
do so, and the purchases made at that time were appreciated by the farmer 
and subsequently proved to be very valuable purchases. 

While the basis is very much higher than at that time, it seems that other 
conditions are very much the same, and inasmuch as we have our prices now 
rigged up on a basis that will permit our paying in the neighborhood of 25 
cents, and the further fact — if it is a fact — that present conditions will permit 
your buying at, say, 22 to 25 cents the very best crops that are unsold, don't you 
think it would be a good idea to do this? 
Yours, very truly, 

Mabtin J. Condon, President, 



Clarksville, Tenn., March 13, 1920. 
Mr. M. J. Condon, 

President, Memphis, Tenn. 
Dear Sir: I am in receipt of yours of the 12th instant, and was very glad to 
receive it, since I have been pursuing for the past two weeks in my buying the 
course that j^ou suggest, but in doing so I realize that our tobacco was probably 
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oosting us more than it would if we had waited, but I felt like it was a wise 
policy for us to pursue. 

For about two weeks after country buying stopped on account of exchange 
•conditions we made no effort to buy in the country, but when we' saw that 
farmers were anxious to sell at lower figures, and came to see us with request 
that we buy their tobacco and would indicate a price we thought reasonable, 
y^e sent out and in most cases bought their crops, and with few exceptions we 
are the only ones that have been buying in the country. The first week we 
were the only ones. Some instances we had offer prior to the slump, parties 
<?ame to see us and wanted me to make them an offer, I told them I did not 
care to do so, but as they saw the trend of the market, and would put a price 
on their crop based on the present market that I would buy it. These parties 
priced their tobacco from 3 to 5^ cents lower and we bought. I thought it 
wise not to make them lower offers and, on the other hand, let them do the 
pricing. 

It is rather difficult to know what to do under present circumstances. I have 
never doubted but what the Italians would come back in the market, but many 
have, but the question is at what price they will try and buy. They see now 
how dependent the market is upon them, and the French may take advantage 
of it by offering very low prices. In one section where we usually get a medium 
grade of tobacco the leaf, largely B, the Italians bought early at 27 to 30 cents ; 
we bought a few crops in the neighborhood. During the week we have bought 
^quite a lot of tobacco in that section, and could have bought three times as 
much from 20 to 23 cents round. I have just been in a position where I did 
not want to buy too freely for fear another slump would come, at the same 
time I did not want to miss an opportunity to buy what might later appear to 
be reasonable tobacco. 

There is nothing to all this talk about the extreme high price of cost of 
production, of course cost has increased, but not nearly to the extent that is 
being mentioned in the papers. I don't look for the next crop to be as large 
as this one, but with favorable conditions it will be above an average crop. 

Loose-floor markets remain about the same except in Hopkinsville, which 
reports a decided stronger market for B tobacco during the past three days, 
due to the buying of some demands that had dropped out on account of money 
conditions. 

We will continue buying in the country and on the floor, making our competi- 
tion felt as much as possible without buying freely, as we want to be in position 
to buy in case there should be further slump in the market. I always try to 
conduct our purchases so that in case of a slump at the close of the season, 
which is often the case, that we will be prepared to buy our part. You remem- 
ber, too, at the close of the season last year the market declined very materially, 
when we not only bought snuff grades, but bought a lot of common lugs on 
which we made a very large profit, based on sales that we had made previously. 

Mr. Murtland returned this morning, and I was disappointed when he stated 
that you did not expect to come up soon, as I was in hopes that after he told 
you of the several improvements he wanted to make that you would feel that 
this, with the high prices we were paying for tobacco, would necessitate you 
coming up and looking us over. 
Yours, very truly, 

F. N. Smith, Vice President. 



Memphis, Tenn., March i5, 1920. 
Mr. F. N. Smith, 

Vice President J Clarksville, Tenn. 

Deab Sir : Yours of the 13th instant at hand and noted. 

I am very glad indeed that you have been pursuing the course that you have. 
I knew that the suggestion in my letter of the 12th instant was along the lines 
you would most likely think of, still I thought that perhaps on account of the 
unusually high price of tobacco and the continued low price of foreign ex- 
change you might hesitate about pursuing this policy — I note, however, from 
your letter that you have been pursuing exactly the course that I think is wise 
and proper — and I think that your insisting upon their making a price rather 
than making them an offer was a very wise precaution, as it left you to accept 

32338—21 8 
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their offer or decline it without being in the position of naming an offer which 
they would think manifested a disposition on your part to depress prices. 

Notwithstanding the course I suggested in my letter 12th instant, I am very 
much inclined to believe that prices are going lower rather than higher, but I 
wouldn't regret if our action in helping the farmers out at this time by buying 
when other buying interests were holding off would have the effect of stabiliz- 
ing prices around the basis you paid last week, because I think the farmers 
ought to get around that price in order to let them out and leave a good taste 
in their mouth so that they will not be reluctant about planting plenty next 
year. 

In regard to my coming to OlarksviUe soon, will say that there did not 
appear to be any occasion for my going to OlarksviUe. Regarding the mat- 
ters Mr. Murtland spoke to me about, and so far as high prices of tobacco are 
concerned, I did not think I could learn anything more than you have written 
me about the situation. The truth of the matter is that I have so much con- 
fidence in you and Mr. Murtland in being able to handle your departments in a 
manner to best protect the interests of the company that I do not feel that 
there is any occasion for my going to OlarksviUe except Just to make a per- 
sonal visit. 

With kind personal regards, I am, 
Yours, very truly, 

Mabtin J. OoNDON, President, 

By t?ve Weyman-Bruton Co. — ^The Weyman-Bruton are large' 
manufacturers of snuff. Its requirements of dark-fired leaf tobacco 
are purchased through the Kentucky Leaf & Transit Co., subsidiary, 
at Paducah, Ky. The latter concern ranks next to the American 
Snuff Co. as the largest domestic consumer of dark-fired tobacco. 
It purchases its requirements principally on the Paducah market and 
also buys extensively at HopkinsviUe, Ky., and Clarksville, Tenn., 
markets. Its requirements or Green River tobacco are purchased on 
order by the Hodge Tobacco Co., Henderson, Ky. 

The Weyman-Bruton Co. followed the same general policy as the 
other large buying interests in this territory in "bearing" the 
market during the 1919-20 crop season. They purchased only about 
30 per cent of their total purchases of this type tobacco prior to 
April 1, 1920. 

The following communications from the manager of the Kentucky 
Leaf Transit Co., a subsidiary of the Weyman-Bruton Co., is illus- 
trative of their procedure : 

Januabt 3, 1920. 
Mr. W. A. Wilson, HopkinsviUe,^ Ky, 

Dear Sm: Acknowledging receipt of your favors of the 2d instant, also of 
your statement of prizings of the 30th and the 31st ultimo, interesting contents 
fully noted. 

We note especially your report of increased demands for practically all grades 
leaf and lugrs at advanced values: with the exception of low-grade trashes 
which is rather surprising but which we hope will only prove temporary as 
there is nothing to indicate increased values anywhere else. Our Mr. Hill re- 
ports from Springfield yesterday, market irregularly lower, with less general 
demands with mixed A and B grades easier to purchase than at any previous 
time this season ; also but little demand for common lugs, which went begging. 

We note especially that you expect larger offerings on the floors during the 
coming week, with preparations toward starting two sets of sales, which wlU 
probably be necessary, as indications are that the crop will begin to move 
rapidly in volume very soon. 

We have decided to delay country buying everywhere until other large in- 
terests do so, or as late as possible, for best general results. You will please 
keep thoroughly posted and arrange to start buying in the country along with 
your competitors, especiaUy the Italian r6gie, without waiting to hear from 
us, seeking for the better cured, heavy bodied, medium to good quality stock 
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prevailing market values at that time, but hope that this will not be neces- 
sary until possibly February 1. 

The writer will be in Paducah until next Wednesday, when he will leave for 
Xx)iiisville-Lexington on way east 

Yours, truly, Kentucky Leaf & Tbansit Co. 

By O. C. Hank, Manager, 



February 14, 1920. 
^fr. W. A. Wilson, Hopkinsville, Ky, 

Deab Sib: Until further advised you will please continue withdrawal from 
country contract purchases for future delivery, confining your buying to loose 
floors and streets there, but only in a moderate manner, of the better quality, 
good condition, desirable stock which may appear for sale, carefully holding 
each grade quality to previous standard, not to exceed the following averages : 
AA, at 36 cents average upon the floors or streets; AA-WB, at 32 cents; 
WB, at 28 cents; WB-WC, at 24 cents; WC, at 20 cents, WD at 14-15 cents, 
thus including the WD grade, of which we have heretofore avoided, of which, 
as well as the WC grade, we now desire but little, but enough to test our 
values fully until our next visit there, when we will then advise you. 
Yours, very truly, 

Kentucky Leaf & Transit Co., 
O. C. Hank, Manager. 

Attention is directed to the fourth paragraph of letter of Jan- 
uary 3, 1920, as being indicative of an apparent unity of action on 
the part of the buyers in this territory. 

The next two interests to be discussed in this section of the report 
will be E. J. O'Brien & Co., agent for the French regie, and W. J. 
Dunnington & Co., agent for the Italian regie, the course of which 
concerns was primarily the cause of the break in price in the 1919-20 
crop season. 

In this connection particular attention is called to the letter quoted 
on pages 118, 119 of this report, which sets forth in detail the position 
taken by the large buyers of dark-fired tobacco in January. Later 
developments would indicate that this had much to do with the break 
on these markets. 

By the E. J. O^Brien Co. — ^E. J. O'Brien Co. is a partnership 
engaged in the business of buying and selling leaf tobacco and 
buying on order for large customers. This concern the past two 
seasons has been purchasing the requirements of the French Govern- 
ment in this country on order as well as purchasing the requirements 
of P. Lorillard & Co. in the dark western district. It has a branch 
office in Baltimore, Md., where it purchases Ohio and Maryland 
tobacco on order for the Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co. and other 
smaller concerns. 

E. J. O'Brien Co. began to buy air cured and hurley tobacco for 
their principal in October, 1919. During the same month they 
received their orders for dark-fired tobacco for the coming year. 
At that time they were to purchase about 4,000,000 pounds of air- 
cured tobacco and hurley, about 20,000,000 pounds of dark-fired 
tobacco to be used in the manufacture of snuff and cigars. Maxi- 
mum prices were given them at which this tobacco was to be bought. 
Before the loose-leaf floor markets opened they made their pur- 
chases of air cured and hurley in hogsheads. As soon as the loose- 
leaf floors opened they went on the market and began to buy to fill 
their orders. 
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E. J. O'Brien & Co. bought on practically all of the larger western 
Kentucky markets through dealers who bought on commission. 

The following is a list of the buyers on the markets through which 
E. J. O'Brien & Co. bought in the dark western district: 

J. L. SherriU & Co., Mayfield, Ky. 

Outland Bros., Murray, Ky. 

Stahl & Hay den, Paducah, Ky. 

W. R. Dorris & Co., Hopkins ville, Ky. 

M. L. Farmer & Co., Fulton, Ky. 

Snider & Beard, Adairville, Russellville, and Springfield, Ky. 

B. F. Halifield & Sons, Hazel, Kv. 

Chestnut & Mabry, Clarksville, Tenn. 

W. A. McQuan, Dresden, Tenn. 

M. T. Baker & Co., Paris, Tenn. 

Ernest Warder, Glasgow, Ky. 

J. B. Harris & Co., Franklin and Scottsville, Ky. 

Ford & Duke, Carthage, Hartsville, Gallatin, and Westmoreland, 
Tenn. 

On some of the markets both air cured and dark fired were bought, 
and also in some instances burley. 

In addition to purchasing for E. J. O'Brien & Co., Stahl & Hayden, 
Paducah, Ky., purchased a small order for the Imperial Tobacco Co., 
and the J. L. Sherrill Co. purchased on order for John E. Hughes & 
Co. on the Mayfield and Murray, Kv., markets. 

It appears that E. J. O'Brien & Co. continued buying on all mar- 
kets covered by their buyers on order for the French regie during 
the first part of the month of December, 1919, and that the prices 
they were forced to pay were higher at that time than they were the 
previous year at the same time. It also appears that higher prices 
were anticipated. The following letter from E. J. O'Brien & Co. to 
the American representative of the French regie gives a clear indi- 
cation of the market situation at that time : 

Louisville, Ky., December 13, 1919. 
Mr. E. Lucas Girardville, Baltimore, Md. 

Dear Sir : We presume you are back in Baltimore, after what we hope a 
pleasant, successful trip to Habana. 

We are getting along very nicely with the burley and air-cured purchases, 
especially the old redried air cured and burley we are buying from you. To 
date we have bought 488 hogsheads of old redried burley and 752 hogsheads of 
old redried air cured that we are shipping and arranging to ship to New 
Orleans. We are proud of the purchases so far made, and the prices at which 
wo have bought this old redried tobacco are less than the new crop of similar 
quality would cost in soft order. 

We are buying slowly the new air cured, as the op^iing market prices for the 
new air cured were higher than anyone expected. The tobacco we are buying 
for you is well suited, and we are having it hung up to redry as fast as it is 
purchased. 

We are also buying slowly and carefully the new fired dark crop, endeavoring 
to hold our average down to the lowest possible price, feeling that if after the 
first of the year we are compelled to pay the prices other interests are paying, 
we will have a fair stock of tobacco bought at reduced prices to offset to a 
certain extent the higher average, if compeUed to pay it. The Italian rfigie 
started some weeks ago buying tired dark tobacco on the Mayfield market at 
$20 average, but after a few days they were called off of the market. Ordi- 
narily this would influence prices, but it did not have the effect this year, for 
with their competition out of the market prices continued to advance. The 
Italians are again buying in a limited way and paying more money than the 
prices at which they started ; outside interests are makvcv^ V\\fe xa^Yk^t, payjng 
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higher prices than we think the situation justifies, and the Imperial Tobacco 
Co. have begun buying ; this competition Is the hardest of all to meet, for they 
do not discriminate against soft order or out of condition tobacco, in fact 
they prefer '* stripping order " and will pay more money for tobacco in " strip- 
ping order " than for dry tobacco. 

The loose-leaf markets opened at Hopkinsville this week, and the average 
price was $21.82, taking in all grades of leaf and lugs with a large percentage 
of common lugs. The average is fully $6 per hundred higher than the opening 
of the market a year ago. 

We are endeavoring to hold our men down below $17 average, and while 
we may be forced to pay considerable more money we will not give them higher 
prices until we are satisfied that the prices that are now being paid can be 
maintained. 

The fired dark crop is a large one ; and while not fine, it is a useful one, and 
with the old stocks of fired dark tobacco practically exhausted and all interests 
endeavoring to purchase the new crop we are somewhat afraid that the prices 
will be higher than we expected. 

You can rest assured we will make this purchase just as cheap as it possibly 
can be made, securing quality that will grade up to your requirements, and we 
will advise you regularly as to the progress we are making and the condition of 
the market and give you our views as to the better policy to pursue, whether to 
meet the market and buy the tobacco or await later developments, all of which 
we hope will meet with your approval. 

With kindest regards, we are, 
Respectfully, 

It will be noted in the fourth paragraph of the above letter that 
the Italian regie buyers had entered the market but were called off, 
apparently, because of the high prices. It also should be noticed 
in the same paragraph that it was expected that the withdrawal of 
the Italian regie would lower prices, but in spite of their withdrawal 
prices continued to advance. 

The following letter from E. J. O'Brien & Co. to the American 
representative oi the French regie dated December 81, 1919, indicates 
that the dark-fired markets were still very high and that the Italian 
regie buyers had reentered the market and had again withdrawn : 

Louisville, Ky., December 81, 1919. 
Mr. E. Lucas Gibardville, Baltimore, Md. 

Dear Sir : Under separate cover I am sending you invoices for hogshead pur- 
chased to date, and statement of same, which I hope and believe you will find 
correct and satisfactory. I wiU endeavor to send statement of country pur- 
chases Saturday next. 

I am buying slowly the new air cured and having same hung up and redried 
at different points in the country. My purchases of fired tobacco are not large, 
due to the fact that I firmly believe the 1919 crop in the fired-dark district is 
one of the largest crops ever produced ; therefore I do not feel justified in pay- 
ing the high prices demanded by the farmer and that are being paid by a few 
dealers. I am in hopes that dealers who are paying such high prices will secure 
their requirements in a very short while, and then prices will settle so as to 
enable me to begin buying freely. 

The Italian r^gie entered the market on two different occasions since the 
new crop started moving to market and then stopped buying. The only place 
that the Italians are buying this week is at Hopkinsville on the loose floor. 
Evidently our New York friends believe like myself that prices for fired tobacco 
are too high and are willing to take chances on securing requirements later in 
the season. 

You can rest assured that I am in close touch with the situation, and when 
I feel that it is necessary to increase my limits I am going to do so ; and if I 
find it necessary to pay prices higher than the limits you gave me I will advise 
you. 

Hoping to see you out here within the next 10 days, I am, with kindest 
regards and best wishes, 

Respectfully, E. J. O'Brien & Co. 
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This letter also indicates that the French as well as the Italian 
regie buyers were hoping to buy at lower prices later on in the 
season when other purchasers had secured their requirements. 

The first indication of a withdrawal from the market on the part 
of O'Brien's buyers is contained in the following letter, dated Jan- 
uary 10, 1920, from J. L. SherriU Co. to the E. J. O'Brien Co. : 

Mayfield, Ky., January 10, 1920. 
Messrs. E. J. O'Beien & Co., Louisville, Ky. 

Gentlemen : There has been quite a lot of tobacco in Mayfield to-day, but 
we have not bought anything. After receiving your letter this morning we did 
not feel justified in buying the common tobacco, and anything that showed 
quality at all was so much higher than you are willing to pay that we thought 
it best to withdraw from the market since the kind that we can buy is 
unsatisfactotry. 

Regarding the typing of this tobacco will say that we are prizing the leaf 
straight. Where it is worm-eaten, hail beaten, or green we prize it in hogs- 
heads to itself and type it accordingly, whereas before, we cornered this ofiC, 
using little better tobacco for the squares. This tobacco is in order and will 
break up as the types indicate. In this box of samples you will find four 
types of long tobacco that we think will fairly represent what little long 
tobacco we have. We have thrown 3,000 or 4,000 pounds out of the No. 3 
account, and we are satisfied that there will be about 15,000 pounds in the 
No. 5 account. Long tobacco is very scarce this year, and since we have had 
this order W. F. Wright & Co. and Adams, for Walker, and all the speculators, 
have been paying from $27 to $33 for anything that will yield a reasonable 
per cent of long tobacco. 
Respectfully, 

J. L. Sherbill & Ck>. 

It would appear from the above letter that SherriU & Co. with- 
drew on its own accord because it could not get the quality of tobacco 
it required within the price limit it had to pay. 

Attention at this time is directed to the letter written by the E. J. 
O'Brien Co. to the American representative of the French regie, 
dated January 24, 1920 : 

Personal.] Louisviixe, Ky., January 24, 1920, 

Mr. E. Lucas Gikabdville, 

101-103 ^outh Hanover Street, Baltimorej Md. 

Dear Sib: I had a long conversation with a gentleman who is the head of 
the leaf department of one of the largest snuff companies, and who returned 
from New York a few days ago. While there he visited several of the larger 
tobacco companies, and I am satisfied they were the American, Universal, and 
the Italian r6gie. He was told by everyone he met that prices for fired dark 
tobacco were too high and would likely be lower. This gentleman had a talk 
with Mr. Dunnington, who said that he (Dunnington) believed he would be 
censured if he made his purchase at to-day's high prices, for there certainly 
will be a surplus of at least 50,000,000 pounds. 

My friend also states that he was informed while in New York that one of 
the large exporting companies, supposed to be either the Imperial Export Co. 
or the Universal, was offered a large English order on the following proposi- 
tion : A deposit in the banks of London in sterling, this money to remain in the 
banks of London and placed to the credit of the exporting company at the 
present exchange rate. The company consulted with several prominent New 
York bankers, and was informed that they would not accept the proposition, for 
they could see no bottom to where exchange rates would go. 

]Mr. Fort, president of the largest bank in Clarksville, returned from the 
p]ast this week. This man has urged the farmers in the Clarksville country to 
hold tlioir tobacco for high prices, and he has encouraged buyers to pay hi^ 
prices, loaning them all the money possible; however, I am told that since his 
i"('tuni homo he has changed his attitude completely, and is now of the opinion 
iliat llie farmers will have to sell their crops, and the reason he gives for this 
cJiiiiiize in his ideas is that the farmers have niven notes to merchants and for 
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. and, and many of these notes mature in March and April, and it is now a ques- 

Lion whether or not the banks will want to or be able to, renew the notes. In 

all likelihood the farmer will be compelled to sell his crop to raise the money 

to meet his notes at maturity. 

We estimate the 1919 fired dark crop in Kentucky and Tennessee will yield 

210,000,000 pounds, and it is estimated that the maximum quantities required 

by all interests, basing this on five years' average purchase, totals 160.(X)0,000 

pounds, which leaves, as I said, a surplus of 50,000,000 pounds. The way we 

arrived at the average number of pounds for the past five years required is as 

follows : 

Pounds. 

Italian r6gie 40, 000, 000 

Spain 15, 000, 000 

Bremen 14, 000, 000 

France 30, 000, 000 

Snuff 30, 000, 000 

Imperial and England- 14, 000, 000 

Rehandlers, exporters, cigar and various small manufacturers 17, 000, 000 

Which makes a total of 160, 000, 000 

which is about a five years' average of the dark fired crop. 

I had a pleasant talk with Mr. Dunnington last night in the lobby of the 
Seelbach Hotel, who had just returned from a trip to different dark markets in 
the western, Olarksville, and Hopkinsville districts. He informed me that my 
purchase at Mayfield this week was a good one ; the average would not be over 
$16.50, which he considered very cheap. He then remarked that the best pur- 
chase he has seen anywhere for the money is my purchase at Hopkinsville, Ky., 
made by W. R. Dorris. Dunnington said that Dorris is one of the best tobacco 
men he knew, and he is buying this week at prices from $1.50 to $2.50 lower 
than others paid a while back. He said that Mr. Scalvini made the trip with 
him, and would not advise whether or not to buy. He said that he (Dunning- 
ton) informed his dealers that he would enter the market within the next few 
weeks, but they must understand that it was not his intention to push prices, if 
other dealers wanted to pay high prices and buy freely, for his men to go 
slow. Judging from this conversation, I am inclined to believe that the Italians 
will enter the market about February 1. I remarked to Mr. Dunnington that I 
had endeavored to hold down my buyers all season, and his remarks were: 
" That is true, and all admit that you showed good Judgment in doing so." 

The Imperial Tobacco Co. has eased up in their purchases in the Green River 
country, and there has been a great decline in prices for the fine crops, but com- 
mon tobaccos have shown but little, if any, decline. The American Tobacco Co. 
have withdrawn from over 20 markets in the air-cured and hurley district. 
Burley has declined considerably, excepting bright grades and good and fine red 
leaf, but air-cured tobacco has not declined; in fact, has gone higher in the 
country, and I have stopped all my country buyers from buying air-cured, for I 
have practically all of the air-cured required for my present order. 

It is believed that 50 per cent of the 1919 burley and Green River crop has been 
sold, 70 per cent of the one-sucker or air-cured crop, and only about 12 per cent 
of the fired dark crop in Kentucky and Tennessee. 

I am still buying both old and new burley and at prices very much lower than 
in December. 

I hope you will hear from abroad on your new proposition within the next few 
days, for there undoubtedly will be a great rush to sell tobacco, as we have had 
snow, sleet, and rain, and, furthermore, farmers will likely do all in their power 
to strip and sell the tobacco before it is time to begin plowing the land for the 
new crop. 

In conclusion, I wish to say that I feel very much encouraged over the position 
I have taken regarding my purchases and the outlook for the future. 

With kindest regards and best wishes, I am. 
Sincerely, 

E. X O'Bbten & Co. 

It will be noted in the foregoing letter that Mr. O'Brien had a 
conversation with Mr. Dunnington, who represented the Italian regic^ 
and while there does not appear to be any formal agreement betweeix 
the gentlemen, yet it can be concluded tWt ^^ ^ x^\iJ^ ^^ *0«v^ ^osfc^^Jv** 
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ing they knew of each other's phins and wonld govern themselves 
accordingly. At any rate the action of both parties after this meet- 
ing is interesting. 

On February 5, 1920, E. J. O'Brien & Co. sent the following 
telegram to its buyers in the dark western district : 

Owing to unfavorable exchange rates and failure to s^ecure smfllcient box-car 
equipment to move shipments, unless you can buy for the No. 3 account good 
French crops at $15, and for No. 5 account at $2 per hundred less than present 
limits, stop buying. We do not want the common crops. Have you signed 
bills of lading for tobacco on depot platform? Acknowledge receipt of th's by 
wire. 

On the same date the following letter was sent by E. J. O'Brien & 
Co. to the American representative of the French regie, at Balti- 
more, Md. : 

Tx)risviLLE, Ky., February 5, 1920. 
Mr. E. Lucas Gibabdville:. 

101-lOS South Hanover Sireet, Baltimore, Md. 

Dear Sib: I sent the following telegram to my packers in the fired dark 
district: 

" Owing to unfavorable exchange rates and failure to secure sufficient box-car 
equipment to move shipment*^ unless you can buy for the No. 3 account good 
French crops at $15, and for No. 5 account at $2 per hundred less than present 
limits, stop buying. We do not want the common crops. Have you signed 
bills of lading for tobacco on depot platform? Acknowledge receipt of this by 
wire." 

In explanation of this I feel that fired dark tobacco is too high. In the first 
place, as you know, the crop is a large one, but the greatest cause in my 
opinion for a decline is the unfavorable foreign exchange rates, and I feel that 
the best way to bring the farmer to his senses and cause him to sell freely at 
reasonable prices is to practically drop out of the market, which, of course, my 
telegram really means. Should the farmers begin to sell freely we would lose 
nothing, even if we were compelled to pay the first average given my dealers, 
namely, $17 crop round, so I have decided to make a trial and see how it is 
going to work, and I hope that you will approve of the stand I am taking. 

While the Italian r^gie is buying and paying very high prices in the Clarks- 
ville, Hopkinsville, Springfield, and Adairville sections, they are not buying 
in the western district, and judging from a talk with Mr. Morton, of Dunnington 
& Co., I do not believe they have orders from New York to buy in the western 
district. 

Respectfully, 

,E. J. O'Bbiex & Co. 

It would appear from the above letter that E. J. O'Brien & Co. de- 
cided to take steps to check the upward trend of the market. To do 
this they ordered their buyers to discontinue the purchasing of the 
French grades of tobacco. This action was taken without knowledge 
of the American representative of the French regie and the above 
letter appears to be the first intimation he had of such action. The 
E. J. O'Brien Co. attempted to "camouflage" in the attempt to 
" bear " the market by referring to unfavorable exchange rates and 
failure to secure box-car equipment. It is true that at this time the 
exchange rates were in bad condition, but the files of E. J. O'Brien & 
Co. do not disclose any instructions from the American representative 
of the French regie to withdraw from the market, nor to discontinue 
purchasing of any grades. 

Attention is also directed to the fact that E. J. O'Brien & Co. had 
knowledge that their principal competitors, the buyers for the Italian 
r6gie, were not buying in the western district and were confining 
their purchases to Clarksville, Hopkinsville, and surrounding terri- 
*oi^. This knowledge in the possession of E. J. O'Brien & Co. would 



CAUSES OF DECLINE. 121 

I)lace that concern in a safer position in the policy of " holding off '* 
t;he market than if they did not know of the plans of their competitors. 
On the same date E. J. O'Brien & Co. wrote a letter of explanation 
"to their buyers in the western Kentucky district. The letter is as 
::f oUows : 

Louisville, Ky., February 5, 1920. 
3ir. J. L. Sherbill, May field, Ky. 

Deab Sib: No doubt you are greatly surprised on receiving the following 
telegram from us this day: 

" Owing to unfavorable exchange rates and failure to secure sufficient box- 
car equipment to move shipments, unless you can buy for the No. 3 account good 
French crops at $15 and for the No. 5 account at $2 per hundred less than 
present limits, stop buying. We do not want the common crops. Have you 
signed bills of lading for tobacco on depot platform? Acknowledge receipt of 
this by wire." 

In explanation will say not only that we are blocked everywhere on account 
of our inability to secure freight cars, but the foreign exchange rate is so un- 
favorable that something might happen at any moment, and we can not believe 
it wise to continue buying at the present high prices, for indications are for 
very much lower prices, and that in the near future. 

Please keep us fully advised of everything going on in tobacco circles. 
Awaiting your reply to our telegram, we are, 
Respectfully, 

E. J. O'Brien & Co. 

While it is true as stated above that the American representative 
of the French regie had not instructed E. J. O'Brien to withdraw 
from the market, yet it appears that the regie representative was 
getting anxious about the exchange situation at that time. The fol- 
lowing telegram is in point : 

Baltimore, Md., February 5, 1920. 
Messrs. E. J. O'Brien & Co., 

815 West Main Street, Louisville, Ky. 

Gentlemen : I would like to know whether the exchange situation has any 
effect on the Kentucky and hurley markets. 
Yours, very truly, 

GiRARDVILLE. 

The above telegram and the foregoing letter written by O'Brien 
must have passed each other in the mails. 

The effect of the action of E. J. O'Brien & Co. as indicated above in 

withdrawing buyers from the market in western Kentucky, may be 

seen in the following letter from Stahl & Hayden, their buyers at 

Paducah, Ky. : 

Paducah, Ky., February 6, 1920. 

B. J. O'Brien & Co., Louisville. 

Gentlemen : In reply to your favor of yesterday, we beg to advise that we 
were not surprised to receive your telegram taking us out of the market, from 
the fact everything indicates lower prices. 

While we are always thankful for orders to buy tobacco, but we are bears in 
this crop tobacco and have been since the market opened. Especially on your 
No. 3 account, we believe these tobaccos in a few days will be $2 to $4 cheaper, 
but we doubt the No. 5 account getting any cheaper than the price that we paid 
for the small amount that we bought for you. We have not been able to buy any 
of this long tobacco here on the market. The trade has been taking it at about 
$4 higher than we paid for ours, we casually slipped up on most of ours in the 
country or on boats after it started to market. 

We wrote you yesterday that Kennedy w^as buying freely in the country of the 
long tobacco. Well, he was, but not to-day. The farmers were lined up at his 
receiving doors yesterday and to-day unloading crops bought for long tobacco 
that would not average one-fourth, 24 inches and over. Consequently he has 
called his buyers in and we believe they will stay in several days. 
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Our cooper shop is only a few feet from his receiving doors and we could see 
the farmers handling of this " would-be long tobacco " and we were expecting 
to hear of his buyers being called in. 

There is no interest here in the country now and everything is working favor- 
ably for lower prices. 

The loose floors had a small offering this morning, but we did not make a bid. 
We wanted to see what the market would do with us entirely out, and we would 
say that it was $2 lower. 

There is not enough coming in now for us to do any buying worth while, so 
we thought it best to just lay out for a few days on the floor and maybe the 
market would get right in the country for us to do some buying. 
We are, yours, truly, 

Stahl & Hayden, 
Per T. J. Stahi,. 

P. S. — ^We are sending you copy of letter written to your attorney to-day. 

Special attention is directed to the last three paragraphs of the let- 
ter set forth above. 

The following is a reply to the above letter and should be read i 
connection with it : 

LoxnsvnjLE, Ky., February 7, 1920. 
Messrs. Stahl & Hayden, Paducah, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Your letter of the 6th received. In reply, will say we hav 
given the same instructions to all of our buyers in the fired districts that ar 
buying for the No. 3 and No. 5 account. 

We have felt all along that we were paying prices entirely too high for fire 
dark tobacco, therefore when it became so that we could not secure freigh 
cars, and when exchange rates became so unfavorable, we thought best to sto; 
or to buy at much lower prices than limits originally given. 

We do not care to buy for the No. 5 account unless at $2 per hundred poundss 
lower than we have paid. 

You did the proper thing in not buying any tobacco after the receipt of OTrmr 
letter. 

Keep us posted, so that when the time is ripe for buying we will let you entex" 
the market. 

Respectfully, 

B. J. O'Brien & Co. 

Further light upon the activities of the E. J. O'Brien & Co. in 
" bearing " the market may be seen from the following letter from 
that concern to% the American representative of the French regie, 
Baltimore, Md. 

Louisville, Ky., February 7, 1920. 
Mr. E. Lucas Girardville, 

101-103 South Hanover Street^ Baltimore, Md. 

Dear Sir: Replying to your letter of February 5, will say that unfavorable 
exchange rates have had a disastrous effect upon burley tobacco, for there has 
been a wonderful and sudden decline in all grades of burley excepting the very 
fine bright grades. 

The foreigners can not buy and pay the high prices prevailing and the Ameri- 
can manufacturers are buying slowly on account of the high rate of interest. 

Air-cured tobacco has held up well excepting the lugs and trash, but the lugs 
and trash of the air-cured crops are common and but few are in sound condition. 
Prices for fired tobacco holds up well, and it is remarkable the high prices 
that are being paid for the goo<l and fine crops, and the kind that you and I 
want is higher, in my opinion, than conditions warrant. 

Inclosed find clipping taken from to-day's Courier-Journal. You will notice 
that Messrs. J. L. Sherrill & Co., in accordance with my telegraphic instructions 
of yesterday, stopped buying, and I hope that this will have a good effect on 
the market. 

Lexington and Carrollton are burley-loose markets; Mayfield, Paducah, Hop- 
kinsville, and Adairville are fired dark markets ; and Franklin is air cured. 

With kindest regards, I am, 
Respectfully, 

E. J. O'Brien & Co. 
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Special attention is directed to the following quotation from the 
:above letter : 

Inclosed find clipping taken from to-day's Courier Journal. You will notice 
that Messrs. J. L. Sherrill & Co., in accordance with my telegraphic instruc- 
tions of yesterday, stopped buying, and I hope this will have a good effect on the 
market. 

After withdrawing the buyers from the western Kentucky markets 
on certain of the French grades, as indicated in the foregoing corre- 
spondence, the E. J. O'Brien Co. continued to urge their buyers to 
lower their averages on purchases. Such quotations can be found in 
various letters sent out at that time : 

We have every reason to feel that prices will be lower, and if your purchase 
is very small this week we will not be disappointed. 

On February 12, 1920, about a week after O'Brien's buyers with- 
drew from the market on their principal French grades, the follow- 
ing letter was written by J. L. Sherrill, buyer for the O'Brien Co., 
Mayfield, Ky. : 

Mayfield, Ky., February 12, 1920. 
Messrs. E. J. O'Brien & Co., 

Louisville, Ky. 

Gentlemen : We are not buying anything, but have received a few loads pre- 
viously bought and are receiving the Bennet & Dublin and H. H. Adams pur- 
chases, as they are prized. 

Tobacco is cheaper, and we could buy some tobacco at around $15 of the 
quality which we have been buying, but we can not buy well-fired, smooth, 
brown tobacco all of it classing B's at this price. This well-fired, smooth, brown 
leaf of sufficient length to make B's is being sought after by all the other 
buyers and is bringing from $20 to $24 in spite of the decline. There is not 
much tobacco coming to town. The farmers are not satisfied with the prices 
and blaming the loose floors and the chute for the drop. 

We thought it best to continue out of the market this week, but unless you 
instruct us otherwise we will try to get the best quality we can at the price 
iDeginning the first of next week. We will not be able to buy much tobacco 
anyway for a while. 
Respectfully, 

J. L. Sherrill. 

Attention is directed to the following language contained in the 
above letter : 

The farmers are not satisfied with the price and are blaming the loose fioors 
and the chute for the drop. 

The effect of the dissatisfaction on the part of the farmers is fur- 
ther indicated in the following letter from E. J. O'Brien & Co. to the 
American representative of the French regie on February 17, 1920 : 

Reducing our average to $15 for fired dark has caused a slight decline in the 
market for the light Kentucky grades, but the decline is not as great as I had 
hoi>ed for. It is needless to say that the farmers are indignant and of course, I 
do not care. 

My purchase last week was fairly large, and the average is some lower. 
The Italian r^gie is in and out of Hopkinsville, Glarksville, and Springfield 
markets, but so far they have not entered the western district. 
Respectfully, 

E. J. O'Brien. 

Another letter was written by the same individual a week later and 
is quoted as follows (written Feb. 26, 1920) : 

I fairly believe that I will be able to buy fired tobacco at lower prices. You 
know I practically withdrew from the market two weeks ago to-morrow, and it 
is needless to sar there are a ^ood many farmers svv^viasL \ol^ olXii'&jWXiaw'^'^i^^xjX. 
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me. Of course, you know I do not care, for I want to buy tobacco at a price that 
I think the product ought to sell for. 

Respectfully, E. J. O'Brien. 

The last two letters just quoted above clearly indicate two things: 
One, that the withdrawal from the market by O'Brien's buyers had 
the desired effect ; second, that the farmers are very much dissatisfied 
with the action of O'Brien's buyers. 

The first indication that the farmers were finally selling their to- 
bacco at the prices offered them by the regie buyers is found in the 
following letter : 

Louisville, Ky., Fehniary 19, 1920. 
Mr. E. Lucas Girardville, 

101-103 SoutJi Hanover Street, Baltimore, Md, 

Dear Sir : Again referrinpr to your telegram of the 18th will say that we will 
continue shipping to New Orleans from points most advantageous in the way of 
inland freight rates. 

We can not say just how much tobacco we will have for March, April, and 
May until we begin buying more freely, and unless other interests enter the 
market and pay the high prices that are asked by the farmer we are going to buy 
slowly until such time as the farmer is willing to sell at a fair price. All the 
Louisville tobacco will go to New York; also tobacco that is hanging to be re- 
dried. However, we would not be able to ship any of the redried from the 
country before May. 

We will not ship any more tobacco to Norfolk, Baltimore, or Philadelphia until 
you instruct us otherwise. Your telegram read " Norfolk, Baltimore, and 
Norfolk." We judge you intended it as Norfolk, Baltimore, and Philadelphia. 

It is rumored this morning that 'the Italian r^gie will not enter the market 
before March 1. They really have stopped buying at all points. Our men advise 
us that the farmers are weakening and we are getting the tobacco at more 
reasonable prices. 
Respectfully, 

EL J. O'Brien & Co. 

Particular attention is directed to the following language in the 
above letter: 

Our men advise us that the farmers are weakening, and we are getting the 
tobacco at more reasonable prices. 

On or about February 19, 1920, E. J. O'Brien & Co. issued instruc- 
tions to its buyers to discontinue buying fired tobacco in the country. 
The following letter from Snider & Baird, Adairville, Ky., acknowl- 
edged those instructions and reported on the condition of the market 
at that point : 

Adair, Ky., February 20, 1920. 
Messrs. E. J. O'Brien & Co., 

Louisville, Ky. 

Gentlemen : This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of February 19 
Instructing us to discontinue buying tired tobacco in the country. We had so 
interpreted your previous instructions and have not tried to buy any for some 
time. 

All buyers in this section seem to be out of the market at this time, and the 
market at Springfield seems to be very draggy. We think there is considerable 
tobacco left in the country, but a greater part of the good crops have been 
picked. The air-cured market at Russellville is doing practically nothing also. 

We hope when buying in this section is resumed you will be in position for us 
to make you a good purchase of fired tobacco. 
Respectfully, 

Snider & Baird. 

On the same date, February 19, 1920, E. J. O'Brien & Co. received 
an additional order of 3,500,000 pounds of snuff tobacco from the 
F'rench regie. This included l3oth air-cured and fired tobacco. 
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One of the methods used by the O'Brien buyers as well as the other 
regie buyers, and in fact most of the large interests, was the with- 
drawal of buyers from country buying. The following letter from 
M. L. Farmer, Fulton, Ky., to E. J. O'Brien & Co. is of interest 

in this connection : 

Fulton, Ky., February 21, 1920. 
E. J. O'Brien & Co., Louisville, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Inclosed please find signed bill of lading for 55 hogsheads of 
tobacco shipped to New Orleans, also invoice of tobacco received the week 
ending, and insurance card. 

The farmers are still unwilling to bring out littleto our "chute" at the. pres- 
ent prices, and I find it useless to ride. 

The Imperial people, represented by R. C. Whitnel, have withdrawn from this 
market for the season. The Italian people have made no effort to buy, and Mr. 
Lewis seems to know nothing as to when they will start. Mr. Browder has no 
prices at present. 

I am very anxious to buy, but with the farmers as they are I think it best to 
stay out of the country at present. However, when the farmers begin to show 
any sign to accept my prices I will make a strong effort to buy these tobaccos. 

The weather conditions here point to a good season, as it is very warm and 
raining. 

Yours, very truly, 

M. L. Farmer. 

It will be noted from the above letter that the farmers were unwill- 
ing to bring their tobacco to the chute and that the buyers were un- 
willing to go into the country to buy until the farmers were ready 
to accept lower prices for their tobacco. Apparently at Fulton, Ky"., 
all the farmers were not yet ready to accept the prices being offered 
and the waiting policy was still in vogue. This situation at Fulton, 
Ky., continued for some time. 

"Mention has been made heretofore in this report of the activities 
tDf the American Snuff Co. to uphold the market in western Kentucky 
so that the farmers could get a fair price in this territory. This state- 
xnent is borne out in the following letter from W. E. Dorris, buyer, 
THopkinsville, Ky., dated March 1, 1920. 

HoPKiNS\atLE, Ky., March 1, 1920. 
l^essrs. E. J. O'Brien & Co., 

Louisville^ Ky. 

Gentlemen : Loose floor offerings were of medium size to-day, with very 
little change in prices. I was able to secure very Uttle leaf, or lugs either, for 
the No. 3 account, notwithstanding tlie fact that the American Tobacco Co. was 
not represented, and the only effect that I noticed in the market to-day, by 
their being out, was on the brown common lugs, or such lugs as we are buying 
for the regular account. I was able to buy a number of trucks of these lugs 
that are very satisfactory, from 5f to 7 cents, but they were hardly clean enough 
for the C lugs in the No. 3 account. 

I hardly understand the American Snuff Co., as when any one interest drops 
out of the market this interest takes their place. For instance, I thought when 
the A. T. Co. dropped out, I would be able to buy a nice lot of brown lugs 
suitable for our C grade at from 13 to 15 cents, but the American Snuff Co. 
bought practically all of them at from 15^ to 17 cents. They are not only in- 
creasing their purchase every day on the loose floor, but they are buying freely 
at the barn ; for instance, they bought two crops Saturday that contained about 
175,000 pounds. They paid from $19 to $20 for one crop and $18 to $22 for the 
other. One of their buyers told me at noon to-day that they were doing this 
for policy, but in my opinion they are doing this because they believe that when 
the regies get back in the market they will not be able to buy these goods, 
medium crops, at $20. They have already made the largest purchase that they 
have made here for two years. 

We received your letter this morning in regard to I. 0. shipments. This 
will be entirely satisfactory to us, for all otli^t «k\iVetCife\il'& \ft ^a:^ ^vsr^^ix^ 
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over this road, including the last lot of samples shipped in, as we made the 
same arrangements with the I. C. that we have had with the L. & N. and 
began storing with them this morning; but do not fail to notify Miss Hanna 
of the different arrangement. 
Yours, very truly, 

W. R. DOBBIS. 

Another method employed by E. J. O'Brien & Co. to " bear '^ 
the market in the dark-fired section was to advertise the fact through- 
out that section that the French r6gie had purchased a large quantity 
of Algerian tobacco, giving the impression that the American pur- 
chase would therefore be curtailed. The following letter was received 
by E. J. O'Brien & Co. from the American representative of the 
French regie : 

Baltimore, Md., March i7, 1920. 
Messrs E. J. O'Brien & Co., 

815 West Main Street^ Louisville, Ky. 

Gentlemen : I am informed that, on account of the exchange rate, the French 
tobacco r^gie has increased very much this year its purchases of Algerian to- 
bacco in order to reduce its purchases in the United States. I could give the 
exact figure. Do you think it advisable, as far as our particular business is 
concerned, to give the information to the Western Tobacco Journal? 
Yours, very truly, 

E. Lucas Gibardville. 

It will be noted that the E. J. O'Brien Co. attended to trans- 
mitting this information in a roundabout way to the tobacco tra;de 
and not directly through a tobacco journal. The following letter 
is a sample of one of the letters mailed by E. J. O'Brien & Co. to 
their buyers with respect to the French regie purchase of Algerian 
tobacco : 

Louisville, Ky., March 20, 1920, 
Mr. W. A. McCuAN, Dresden, Tenn. 

Dear Sir: Owing to unsatisfactory foreign exchange rates, the French Gov- 
ernment has purchased a large quantity of Algerian tobacco; consequently^ 
France will not require as much fired tobacco as usual ; therefore, buy slowly^ 
for we wish to remain in the market until the close of the season. Do not 
pay over $13.50 average for desirable French crops. Do not reduce the quality 
to make the average, for we are in no hurry to buy. 
Respectfully, 

E. J. O'Bbien & Co., 

Attention is directed to the fact that no actual curtailment of the 
French order had been made. The fact is, the original order had 
been increased so that the announcement of E. J. O'Brien & Co. 
to their buyers, as outlined above, was clearly a misrepresentation 
of the situation, designed for the purpose of forcing the price of 
fired tobacco lower than it had already gone. 

The following letter from them to the American representative of 
the French regie furnishes an explanation of Mr. O'Brien's not want- 
ing to give the information regarding the Algerian purchase direct 
to the trade papers : 

Louisville, Ky,., March 19, 1920. 
Mr. E. Lucas Gibakdville, 

101-103 South Hanover Street^ Baltimore, Md. 

Dear Sir: Referring to your letter of the 17th, will say I really do not be- 
lieve it wise to give the information to the Western Tobacco Journal. However, 
I would like that you would write me a letter about the French tobacco regie 
purchasing a certain quantity of Algerian tobacco, but omit the last sentence 
in your letter of the 17th, namely : 

" Do you think it advisable, so far as our particular business is concerned, 
to give the information to the Western Tobacco Journal?" 



at 
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, If you will write me such a letter and omit this sentence, I can in a round- 
, about way get the facts before the tobacco trade. 

Hoping you will send me this letter as soon as possible, I am* 
Respectfully, 

E. J. 0*Bbten & Cou 

LoinsvnxE, Ky., March 24, 1920. 
Mr. E. Lucas Gibabdvtlle, 

lOl-lOS South Hanover Street, Baltimore, Md. 

Deab Sik : I received your telegram of the 24th. You can rest assured that I 
will hold up the quality ; but as the average of my purchase is lower, I will 
reduce my conventional price. 

My reasons for suggesting that we do not publish in the Western Tobacco- 
Journal the large purchases of Algerian tobacco are : 

1. There has been considerable talk about the United States advancing money 
to the Italian regie with which to buy tobacco. 

2. I fear that certain people would say that the publication of the large pur- 
chases of Algerian tobacco was intended to lower the market. 

3. The farmers are very much excited and are very restless over the decline in- 
prices. 

4. I am carrying a certain kind of insurance that you know nothing about, and' 
I do not think it wise to explain in writing why I am carrying this special 
insurance. 

5. I believe it unwise to write fully on the disagreeable situation that now 
exists in the country. 

6. I do not believe it wise for you to write me more than is absolutely neces- 
sary on the questions that I refer to in this letter. 

Respectfully, 

E. J. O'Brien & Co. 

Special attention is directed to the following language of the above 
letter : 

I fear that certain people would say that the publication of a large purchase of 
the Algerian tobacco was intended to lower the market. 

The following day, March 25, 1920, E. J. O'Brien & Co. reported 
to the American representative of the French regie that a limit of 
$13.50 crop round had been given to the buyers. On the same day 
also the O'Brien Co. gave their buyers limits as to quantity to be 
purchased on any market for the week. A sample of such instruc- 
tions is contained in the following telegram : 

Mabch 25, 1920. 
J. Lr. Sherbill & Co., May field: 

Do not buy over 100,000 pounds this week. Stop buying in the country ; also 
stop Murray. 

E. J. O'Beien & Co. 

As a result of the activities of the E. J. O'Brien Co. and other large 
buying interests the dark-fired market in western Kentucky became 
so demoralized that the lawless element among the farmers burned a 
loose-leaf chute in Mayfield, Ky., on April 7, 1920. Of course the 
result of this was that most of the buyers went off the market for a 
short period of time until they could prize the tobacco which had been 
purchased. The following letter from E. J. O'Brien & Co. to his 
principal on April 19, 1920, covers the situation at that* time in the 
western Kentucky district as well as Clarksville, Tenn., district. 

Louisville, Ky., April 9, 1920. 
Mr. E. Lucas Girardville, 

101-103 South Hanover Street, Baltimore, Md. 

Deab Sib: Owing to conditions existing in the western district of Kentucky 
I stopped buying two weeks ago at MayiBeld, Ky., and at Paris, Tenn., but will 
Ukely be buying next week in a small way at Mayfteld, for I yvo^ \\s!y.N^ y^^^^Vs >i>J^ 
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the tobacco that was prized up to last Saturday loaded in cars and moved out 
of Mayfield, ^nd the little tobacco left in the factory is hanging, so you see the 
situation in our factory at Mayfield is all right. 

We had less than 100,000 pounds loose in Paris factory last Saturday night. 
Most of tobacco will be prized this week and will be shipped next week. 

I am satisfied there will be no further night-rider troubles at Mayfield ; fur- 
thermore, the farmers are favorably inclined toward us. 

The Italians began buying freely this week in the western district, and are 
rather strong in the Clarksville, Springfield, and Hopkinsville districts. I will 
likely know Monday next about how much they bought this week. They are 
trying to make an average of $15 in the western district, but are paying much 
higher prices in other districts. They are paying from $20 to $22 crops round 
in the Clarksville and Hopkinsville country. 

It is now estimated that the western district crops will not yield over 98,000,000 
pounds. The first estimates were 110,000,000 pomids. The actual quantity sold 
in the western district up to Saturday, April 5, 1920, was not over 30,000,000 
pounds, which is less than one-third of the crop. On the other hand I believe the 
Italians bought up to April 1, 1919, upward of 18,000,000 pounds. " This year 
up to Saturday last their purchase was not more than 4,000,000 pounds in the 
western district. Their entire purchase in the western district last year wiis 
fully 21,500,000 pounds. While it is only reasonable to expect the Italians will 
buy their requirements, at the same time I doubt if they will buy as much as last 
year, although it is reported that the Italian's territory is greater since the 
armistice was signed. 

My purchase up to April 1, 1919, in the western district was 15,905,821 pounds. 
This year same date my purchase is 8,641,523 pounds. I am insisting on my buyers 
buying only the better crops of French tobacco, hoping later on to buy the 
common and medium crops at lower prices, certainly at prices no higher. How- 
ever, at this time it is the belief of everyone that the planting this year will be 
very much reduced. If your Government intends increasing their order for light 
Kentucky, heavy, or fired snuff, I would like to receive the order as soon as 
possible for something might happen to cause prices to advance. I would advise 
buying French grades of fired tobacco at present time, say, at $14 average or less, 
for labor is scarce and commanding higher wages than ever before; further- 
more, if foreign-exchange rates become anything near normal, there is no ques- 
tion but there will be a large demand for fired dark tobacco. 

Kindly study this letter and give me your opinion at your earliest convenience. 
Respectfully, 

E. J. O'Brien & Co. 

Special attention is directed to the following statements in the 
above letter : 

My purchase up to April 1, 1919, in the western district was 15,905,821 pounds. 
This year same date my purchase is 8,641,523 pounds. 

It can be seen from the above statement that O'Brien had bought 
scarcely more than half as much tobacco up to April 1, 1920, as he had 
bought up to the same date in 1919. 

It appears from the arrangement made between the American rep- 
resentative of the French regie and E. J. O'Brien & Co. that whenever 
O'Brien was able to buy tobacco cheaper than the set price in the 
beginning of the season, known as the " conventional price," the con- 
ventional price was changed to a lower price periodically as often as 
they could be assured that the market was not moving up again. In 
the beginning of the season O'Brien was paying around $17 crop 
round. In April he was able to purchase at $13.50 average crop 
round; consequently there was considerable saving made to the 
French regie, and the conventional price had been changed accord- 
ingly. It must be borne in mind, however, in considering this phase 
of the situation that at whatever price the French regie bought to- 
bacco in this country it would be bought at a very high price because 
of the exchange situation, as pointed out in a foregoing section of 
^Iils chapter. 
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The following letter from E. J. O'Brien & Co. to the American rep- 
resentative of the French regie on April 14, 1920, summarizes the 
situation on that date in the western district : 

Louisville, Ky.. April lit, 1920. 
lM[r. E. Ltjcas Gibaedvillb, 

101-103 South Hamover Street ^ Baltimore, Md. 

Deab Sir : Your letter of April 12 received. The reports are that the Italian 
r6gie is buying cautiously in the western district, endeavoring to make an aver- 
age of $15 crops round, but they are buying rather freely in Hopkinsville and 
Clarksville districts and are paying as high as $22 round. Of course the tobaccos 
In the Clarksville, Hopkinsville, and Springfield districts are very much better 
In quality and more suitable for their wants than the tobacco in the western 
district. 

I could have bought more tobacco during the past two weeks at $13 and $13.50 
average, but I am compelling my buyers to buy only the best French crops, for the 
Italian people buy the regular French grades. On the other hand, I believe that 
later on I wiU be able to buy the common crops for less money, for the common 
crops are not suitable for the Italian r^gie. 

Unless weather conditions prevent or injure the planting, I firmly believe that 
I will buy the balance of my fired dark tobacco at $13.50 or lower — in fact, I 
believe lower — and I feel that it will be safe to figure on an increased order, for 
I now have purchased fully one-half of my requirements of the fired dark 
tobacco. 

You can rely upon saving a large amount of money on all grades of fired, air 
cured, and hurley. 

As for air cured, I do not believe it wise to ask for an increased order, at least 
at this time. 

Burley is lower. To-day I bought 9 hogsheads of old hurley A at an average 
of $16.32, 20 hogsheads of old burley B at an average of $13.43, and 11 hogsheads 
of old burley C at an average of $10.40, and I believe that I am going to continue 
to buy the old and the new that is in good condition without having to be redried 
at the prices that I am paying this very day. I firmly believe that burley tobacco 
is a good, safe purchase, and that you can recommend an increased order for 
burley. 

Respectfully, E. J. O'Brien & Co. 

As explained in the foregoing paragraph, the conventional price at 
which O'Brien was supposed to buy tobacco was changed from time 
to time. The following letter will give an indication as to how 
these changes were made: 

Louisville, Ky., May 25, 1920. 
Mr. E. Lucas Gibaedville, 

101-103 South Hanover Street, Baltimore, Md. 

Deab Sib : As I am buying at a much lower average than paid when you were 
here last, I believe it advisable that beginning with the first week's buying in 
June to lower our conventional price. Please think this matter over and give 
me your opinion. 

Thanking you in advance, I am. 
Respectfully, 

E. J. O'Bbien & Co. 

As a result of the negotiations started by the above letter, E. J. 
O'Brien & Co. lowered its average of crop around $9.50. The fol- 
lowing letter to one of the buyers for the O'Brien Co. is a sample sent 
to the O'Brien buyers on or about June 7, 1920 : 

Louisville, Ky., June 7, 1920. 
Mr. M. L. Fakmeb, Fulton, Ky. 

Dear Sir : Do not purchase more than 50,000 pounds this week, and do not allow 
your average to go above $9.50. We want tobacco that will class well ; in other 
words, we want no common tobacco or dirty tobacco. If you can not buy at 
our limit do not buy. 
Respectfully, 

32338—21 9 
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The E. J. O'Brien Co. continued to caution their buyers to buy 

slowly and not to buy over a certain limited amount every week. 

On June 9, 1920, the following letter was sent by the O'Brien Co. 

to Stahl & Hayden : 

June 9, 1920. 
Messrs. Stahl & Hayden, Padiicah, Ky. 

Gentlemen : We have been trying to get you over the telephone for an hour 
and forty minutes. We telegraphed you after 9 o'clock this morning as follows : 

" If you can buy desirable French grades at seven fifty to eight fifty continue 
buying. Endeavoring to phone you " — 

which we confirm. We have stopped all our buyers, but when you telephoned 
here that you could buy at $7.50 to $8.50 we concluded to let you continue buying 
for this week, but, gentlemen, we want our tobacco prized and shipped out of 
the State of Kentucky before July 1. These are our instructions, and we hope 
you will do all in your power to help us carry out these instructions. Remember 
we do not want you to reduce the quality ; in other words, we want you to hold 
up quality, but get your average as low as possible. 
Respectfully, 

E. J. O'Brien ^ Co. 

It appears from the above letter that the average had been lowered 
from $7.50 to $8.50 and that some buyers had been stopped. 

On or about June 18, 1920, the American representative of the 
French r^gie authorized an additional purchase of 2,000,000 pounds- 
of fired tobacco. It might be well to point out that at this time the- 
exchange condition was improved and might have something to do- 
with the additional order. 

The letter set forth below is an acknowledgment of an additional 
order by E. J. O'Brien & Co. 

rx)uisviLLE, Ky., Jun^ 21, 1920. 

Mr. E. Ll^CAS GlBARDVlLLE, 

Baltimore, Md. 

Dear Sir : Your letter of June 18 received this morning. I am indeed pleased 
to learn that the administration approves the additional purchase as suggested 
by you some weeks ago. As soon as you know the exact figures, kindly advise 
me so that I can govern my purchase accordingly. As written you before, I 
am desirous of knowing just how much tobacco I have out on contract, therefore 
will remain out of the iharket this week, with the exception of Paducah. My 
buyer was here to-day and informed me that he believes that he can make an 
average of $9 and secure a desirable lot of French tobacco, therefore I told 
him to commence buying but to buy slowly, for I do not want to create any 
excitement whatever that may cause others to enter the market, thereby ad- 
vancing prices. But on July 1 T will let all my buyers begin buying, provided 
that I can get freight cars. I have been afraid the past two months that I 
would have trouble in securing freight cars, and my fears were verified. I 
have not been able to get any cars at Mayfield in 16 days, although I have 
taken the matter up with the Interstate Commerce Commission at W'ashington 
on three different occasions, also with the head of the Illinois Central Railroad, 
whose office is in Chicago, but I am getting cars gradually at other points. 

Owing to the trouble in getting G. O. C. permits, I am asking Messrs. Davis & 
Gilchrist to get permits for any port in the East, prefer New York. At the 
present time Baltimore is embargoed. 

All I buy between now and July 1 will be on the first order, for I am short 
about 700,000 pounds unless old contracts w^eigh more than estimated. How- 
ever, should some of my factories complete prizing and receiving what they 
have bought up to this time before the end of the month, I will then let them 
commence buying on the second order. 

As regards advance payments you can arrange that as you think best. Will 
endeavor to keep the second order separate from the first order until you decide 
how the account should be kept. On to-morrow I will send you a statement of 
last week's business, which will show just how much we bought to date, and 
will send as early next week as possible this week's buying and prizing. We 
IT/// jbe guided by any prices that you may suggest. As regards the quantity 
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that we may be able to buy, will say that up to June 12 it was estimated that 
there was left unsold in the western district 36,000,000 pounds of fired tobacco, 
and it is safe to say that we can buy without exciting the market the least bit 
at least 10,000,000 pounds at an average of not over $10 per hundred pounds, 
and at this price get a desirable line of French tobacco. We might add that 
we can buy considerable more than 10,000,000 pounds and I doubt very much 
if I would be compelled to pay nmch over $10 average. As stated above, I 
have given my Paducah buyer a limit of $9, with the understanding that he is 
to endeavor to make an average of not over $8.60, provided he does not sacrifice 
quality. 

As regards hurley, there is in the hands of farmers and dealers at least 
35,000,000 pounds of tobacco to be sold. I believe I could buy 5,000,000 pounds 
at an average not exceeding $11 to $12, 50 per cent B*s and 50 per cent C's. 
Of course, out of my B's I would be able to secure enough to make 5 per cent A's. 
If the hurley crop, which is an unusually large one, should meet with no mishap 
in the way of dry weather or early frost, it may be that I could buy hurley for 
the lots at the price I named. 

Owing to the uncertainty of the quantity of air-cured that is for sale, I 
would prefer that you say nothing to the administration about air-cured tobacco 
at this time. 

Respectfully, 

B. J. O'Bbibn & Co. 

It will appear from the letter just quoted above that E. J. O'Brien 
& Co. hoped to purchase the additional order on an average of $9 
per hundred crop round, and that their plan was to commence buying 
slowly, " For I do not want to create any excitement whatever that 
may cause others to enter the market, thereby advancing prices.'^ 
The reason for this action on the part of O'Brien is plain when it is 
taken into consideration that they had warned the farmers that the 
French regie would not buy as much tobacco out of the 1920 crop as 
they did out of the former crop. It also appears from the above 
letter that on July 1 the O'Brien buyers would all begin to buy 
larger orders. 

A sample of the instruction sent to the O'Brien Co. buyers fol- 
lowing the receipt of the additional order is set forth below : 

LouisvnxE, Ky., June 21, 1920. 
Mr. W. R. Dorms, Hopkinsville, Ky. 

Dear Sir : Referring to your letter of .Tune 18, will say that if you can buy a 
desirable line of French leaf and seconds around $9 and $9.50 average, you may 
continue in the market buying slowly, but remember, we would want half of the 
purchase to yield B's and the other half G's. We want no more low lugs. We 
are giving you this order in order to keep your hands together, for after the 
first of the month we wiU likely want you to buy some tobacco. This, of course, 
is confidential. 

Respectfully, 

B. J. O'Brien & Co. 

It will be seen that the E. J. O'Brien Co. was not advertising the 
fact that the French regie had phiced an additional order, even to its 
own buyers. 

There is set forth below a letter from W. R. Dorris, buyer for E. J. 
O'Brien & Co., at Hopkinsville, Ky. : 

HoPKiNSviLLE, Kt., Jufie 28, 1920. 

Messrs. E. .T. O'Brien & Co., Louisville, Ky. 

Gentlemen : Loose floor offerings were reasonably small to-day, possibly not 
over 100,000 being offered, practically all common and nondescript, with prac- 
tically no change in prices. My dropping completely out of the marliet seemed 
to iiave very little if any effect. With the regies, L. B. Cornette, the Universal, 
W. W. Bradley, the Helme Snuff Co., and J. W. Hancoclc & Co. being as active 
as they are on the market, I do not see how I am to buy anytlvvxi^ l"Ci ^xftssssss^. 
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to anything at the prices mentioned in your letter. The American Snuff CJo. 
is also looking for bargains; in other words, they are following tbeir old 
tactics of not letting the other fellow get the cheap tobaccos. 

J. W. Hancocls & Co. have bought some tobacco for the Luckett-Wake people, 
but what per cent of their purchase has been bought for this interest I do not 
know, but Burmey tells me they have bought some. 

All that would be suitable for the No. 3 account would be leaf, as the lugs 
off this low leaf would not be suitable for C lugs. There is very little leaf 
selling under $11, even where it is considerably damaged. In other words, leaf 
that is suitable for the A, B, and G grades is selling from $11 to $12 average. 
Of course, if J. W. Hancock & Co. were to get their requirements, it would 
make a considerable difference. However, I am willing to buy what I can. 

As to how much more there is to be sold, it is hard to figure on, as prices seem 
higher here than in the western district. They continue to ship it from all out- 
lying districts, and, too, there are still quite a number of wagons coming in. 
It would not surprise me to see 2,000,000 to 3,000,000 pounds sold on the floor 
yet. 

Yours, very truly, 

W. R. DoBSis. 

Attention is directed to the first paragraph of the above letter, 
where the purpose of the O'Brien Co. in holding off the market can 
be seen. It will also be noted that this action did not have the de- 
sired effect, as other interests kept the market up. 

During the month of July E. J. O'Brien & Co. apparently had a 
hard time keeping the average for crop round under $9. The fol- 
lowing letter to one of their buyers illustrates the situation : 

July 19, 1920. 
Mr. M. L. Fabmer, Fulton, Ky. 

Dear Sir: Your average this week on your purchase, $9.52, is full up. We 
only want a limited quantity of tobacco, and we want you to reduce your 
average. Your average this w^eek should not exceed from to 9i cents, and 
in this we want tobaccos that will class and that are sound. Unless you can 
buy the tobacco at prices we give you, we will have to discontinue, for we have 
positive limits. 

Respectfully, 

E. J. O'Brien & Co. 

On July 30, 1920, the E. J. O'Brien Co. reduced the crop round 

average to $8.50, as can be seen from the following letter to one of 

its buyers : 

Louisville, Ky., July 30, 1920. 
Messrs. J. L. Shebrill & Co., Mayfield, Ky. 

Gentlemen : We received a letter this morning from Mr. O'Brien, in which 
he instructs us to notify you that if you can buy in a limited way a purchase 
of desirable French tobacco at an $8.50 average that you can buy not exceeding 
100,000 pounds per week. We ask that you kindly telegraph us upon receipt 
of this whether or not you can buy at this price; if not, do not buy until 
further instructed ; but we would like to have a telegram here to-morrow morn- 
ing, so that we can advise him. 
Respectfully, 

E. J. O'Bbibn & Co. 

On or about August 11, 1920, the American representative of the 
French regie authorized the additional purchase of 1,500,000 pounds 
of dark-fired tobacco. At this time the total purchase authorized by 
the French regie in this country amounted to over 30,000,000 pounds, 
or an increase of about 10,000,000 pounds since the beginning of the 
year. In this connection, however, it is well to bear in mind that a 
part of the additional purchase authorized was the result of the 
money saved by E. J. OtBrien & Co. to the French regie in the pur- 
chase of the original order. This money, of course, was saved by 
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" bearing " the market and forcing it down to far below the average 
price agreed upon at the beginning of the season. 

During September considerable tobacco was bought by E. J. 
O'Brien & Co. on order for the French regie. The following letter 
dErom the O'Brien Co. to its buyers at Paducah, Ky., indicates that 
they were anxious to close the order up. 

Septembeb 8, 1920. 
^r. T. J. Stahl, Paducah Ky. 

Deab Sib : Endeavor to make as good a purchase this week as you possibly can 
at $8.50 average, and prize the tobacco as fast as you receive it. Be sure to get 
in aU that you have out and increase the purchase as much as you can this week. 
Respectfully, 

m J. O'Bbien & Oo. 

The next subsection will be devoted to the activities of the buyers 
for the Italian regie in this country. It will be noticed that in the 
correspondence already submitted mention has been made a nmnber 
of times of the Italian regie buyers. 

By W, G, Dunnington d' Co, — W. G. Dunnington & Co. bought 
dark western tobacco on order for the Italian regie. The loose-leaf 
floors in the dark fired district opened some time in November. W. G. 
Dunnington & Co. was represented on the various western Kentucky 
markets as well as markets around Clarksville, Tenn., and Hopkins- 
ville, Ky., markets through dealers. Some of the dealers representing 
this concern were as follows: Cousins Tobacco Co., Mayneld, Ky. ; 
Grifiin & Pitt, Murray, Ky. ; Dickerson Tobacco Co., Paducah, Ky. ; 
Lewis Tobacco Co., Fulton, Ky. ; Stewart Tobacco Co., La Center, 
Ky. ; Crosswy Tobacco Co., Paris, Tenn. 

On the opening of the markets W. G. Dunnington & Co. started 
buying on most of the western markets, but evidently the markets 
opened too high for Dunnington to purchase within the price limit 
set by his principal. This will be indicated from the language of the 
following letter : 

Mayfield, Ky., November 28, 1919. 
Messrs. W. G. Dunnington & Co., 

Louisville, Ky. 

Gentlemen : Referring to your phone message, the writer thinks it best to stay 
out of the market for the present, as it would be Impossible to make an average 
of 17 round. In fact, we could buy none at all. 

I inclose a memo, of Thursday's and Friday's sales, which perhaps will be of 
Interest. 

The kind that Sherrill is buying is entirely unsuitable for our purposes, and 
nothing is too mean for Wilson & Usher, and likewise nothing is too high priced 
for the latter apparently. Snuff buying very conservatively, but taking in some 
low grades. 

Allen very strong on medium tobacco. 

Will Usher puts the market up every time he attends. He buys for Houston 
Adams, Walter Wright, and occasionally knocks one down to Clifton Usher. 

Bennett buying very confidently. 

Llgon tame. 

The Imperial have completed arrangements and will be in shortly, I am 
informed by Proctor. 

Dart's man here to-day looking around for long tobacco. 

Writer will be in Martin until further notice. 
Yours, very truly, 

Cousins Tobacco Co. 

It appears that the buyers for the W. G. Dunnington Co. were on 
and off the market two or three times during the month of December, 
1919. On January 5, 1920, W. G. Duiviim^cm ?k,^"i^<^^^^^^\^5^^'^- 
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ing letter to R. G. Morton, representative of that concern, in Louis- 
ville, Ky. : 

Fabmvuxe, Va., Jamuary 5, 1920. 
Mr. R. G. Morton, Louisville^ Ky. 

Dear Robert : I thank you for your letter containing the information for Jno. 
E. Hughes & Co. 

Our market opened again to-day ; prices very much off ; low grades $4 to $6 
below closing on December 19. Better grades proportionately. It would be 
best to watch Guy Jones closely and not let him pay too much for the Spanish 
trashes or lugs. 

I hope to come around the middle of this month. If you can do so, I would 
suggest that you try to prevail upon Mr. Scalvini not to start buying before the 
middle of February; March 1 might be best. If we should begin now there 
would be nothing to be gained, but if we wait for prices to be established on a 
lower basis, we can then buy all tobacco he wants. 

I am inclosing check for $12,500 from the Italian tobacco r^gie. 
Yours, fondly, 

W. G. DUNNINGTON. 

The policy of the W. G. Dunnington Co. will be seen in the third 
paragraph of the above letter. It is clear that pressure was brought 
to bear upon Mr. Scalvini. the Italian representative, by the W. G. 
Dunnington Co. to hold off the market in order to bring about lower 
prices. 

The following quotation was taken from the reply of Mr. Morton to 
Mr. Dunnington to the above letter : 

I shall try to hold Mr. Scalvini down and not buy tobacco as long as I can- 
However, what success I shall have with this I do not know. He is expected out 
here next week. 

The result of the pressure brought to bear by Dunnington officials 
can be seen in the following paragraph taken from the letter from Mr. 
Morton, of that concern, to Mr. W. G. Dunnington, dated February 7, 
1920: 

You, Dickerson, and I, agree in not starting to buy Italian tobacco in the 
western district, and Mr. Scalvini so far has abided by our opinion. Moss seems 
to think we should start, but I think we should wait a week longer anyhow, 
maybe a little longer than this. We would just about kill the effect (advantage) 
now of the decline. Should we enter now we would lose practically all that 
we gained by staying out. The buying in the Clarksville district by us has 
had very little effect in the western district. It did have a little more effect at 
Murray than any other place, but I think now aU of that influence of our buying 
in the Clarksville district has about been dissipated in the western district. 

Apparently a conference had been held by the interested parties 
and the decision had finally been arrived at to hold up the market for 
a longer period in order to take advantage of the decline which they 
had brought about by holding off the market as long as they had. 

Instructions apparently were sent out by the buyers of the W. G. 
Dunnington Co. to withdraw from the market. These buyers, how- 
ever, were restive. This can be seen from the following letter from 
one of the W. G. Dunnington Co. buyers, dated January 23, 1920 : 

January 23, 1920. 
Messrs. W. G. Dunnington & Co., 

Lo^iisville, Ky. 

Gentlemen : There is but very little change in conditions here since we wrote 
you last. Medium grades of tobacco bring from 23 to 26 owing to conditions, 
better grades 28 to 30. CJommoner 18 to 221, and but very little leaf selling for 
18 where the condition is good ; lugs from 8 to 10. Many of the farmers are 
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waiting for us to enter the market, while amongst others there Is considerable 
unrest, as to whether to accept the present prices. Good many loads most every 
day when the weather is suitable from most all sections going to Mayfleld and 
Murray. Eaker & Holifield are buying some ; however, there is nothing alarming. 
Of course, we will be glad to enter the market any time that in your judgment 
is best, as our expenses are around $1,(500 per month. 
Yours, very truly, 

J. A. Crosswy. 

It will be noted from the last paragraph of the above letter that 
at the time the Italian regie buyers were staying off the market their 
overhead expenses still continued. 

As has been stated in the foregoing subsection and has been indi- 
cated in this subsection, the Italian regie buyers were off the market 
in the western Kentucky section during the early part of the season. 
The following letter from the Dickerson Tobacco Co., Paducah, Ky., 
to W. G. Dunnington & Co. throws considerable light on the market 
situation in that district on January 30, 1920 : 

January 30, 1920. 
Messrs. W. G. Dunnington & Co., 

Louisville, Ky. 

Gentlemen : Paducah sales light. Offerings very common. Prices about the 
same, certainly no higher. 

Murray : Sales comparatively light. I was told yesterday that prices had 
been easier all week. Personally, I saw no change in them. The most of the 
tobacco very common. Kennedy. Outland Bros., and Rudolph Hach & Co.'s 
representatives are buying some of the better tobacco in the country at prices 
ranging from 27 to 33 cents for the leaf, 10 for lugs. 

Fulton : Very little tobacco is being offered on the streets. No country buying. 

Martin: Where Kennedy and the French bought about 125,000 pounds last 
week, Moss tells me that they are buying less this week. Kennedy at least has 
withdrawn some of his buyers from the field ; did not like the quality of the 
tobacco said to be reason. 

Mayfield : Sales have been fairly heavy uU the week. The market is perhaps 
a little easier but not materially so, as the offerings are very common. A big 
per cent of it absolutely unsuitable for our purposes. At this point the French 
are doing their utmost to put prices down and the Usher crowd trying to keep 
them up and buying a great deal of medium and common tobacco. Mr. Usher 
told me that he withdrew from the market there yesterday afternoon and the 
French let the market down $2 to $3 per hundred. 

The Snuff are buying a little tobacco in the country this week at from 27 
to 30 cents, 10 for lugs. However, I think they are buying in a very limited 
way. 

The French buyers bought from speculators at Mayfield this week from 
250,000 to 300,000 pounds, at an average of approximately 16^ cents. Aside 
from the street offerings being very common, the tobacco is very soft. 

Farmers are becoming very much interested at practically all points as to 
when buyers will begin riding, but at no point are they ready to accept what 
you would consider a reasonable price. 

The Imperial at Princeton, and Bradshaw at Eddyville, are buying some to- 
bacco at an average of 20 cents. We hear that they have offered as much as 
23 cents, but we do not know this to be correct. 
Yours, very truly, 

A. D. DiCKEBSON. 

P. S. — Several farmers, Mayfield, reported offers to-day — with the W. A. 
Usher faction out of market it would go to pieces at once. 

A. D. D. 

It will be seen from the Mayfield paragraph of the above letter 
that the French Regie buyers were taking advantage of the fact that 
the Italian regie buyers were ojff the Mayfield market. 

The first indication of the ejffect the reentry of the buyers into the 
western Kentucky markets would have is found in a letter from Mr. 
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Moss, the Mayfield, Ky., representative of the W. (i. Dunnington 
Co., to the latter concern, January 31, 1920 : 

Januaby 31, 1920. 
Messrs W. G. D. & Co., Louisville, Ky, 

Gentxemen : The O'Brien and Kennedy crowds have been buying a little 
tobacco this week, but not in the quantities that we had expected, as it seems 
that they are not as eager for the tobacco at the prices they formerly paid. 
In fact, they have turned down quite a few farmers that have come in to trade 
with them. 

Farmers are showing increasing anxiety and there is little doubt that should 
we enter the market they would sell freely to whoever had the best prices. At 
present they are a little of the opinion that our entrance would stimulate 
things, but should we enter at a price that was below their expectations, or 
more correctly speaking, their hopes, it would have the effect of making 
them become resigned, and, no doubt, would result in breaking the market 
loose and result in free selling in a short while. 

I think it would be a good idea to enter at Mayfield first, and should you 
concur in this idea, I would commence buying through the chute, and only 
buy in the country those crops that were thoroughly committed ; that is, only 
where, after invitation from the owner and where he had said enough to give 
us a^ pretty good idea, that we were sure of trading. 
Yours, very truly, 

G. R. Moss. 

Upon receipt of the above letter the W. G. Dunnington Co. ad- 
dressed the following letter to A. D. Dickerson, their representative, 
at Paducah, Ky. : 

Febbuaby 3, 1920. 
Mr. A. D. DicKEBsoN, Paducah, Ky. 

Deab Sib : We have a letter from Mr. Moss, dated January 31, rather advis- 
ing us to commence buying at Mayfield through the chute. To this we have 
replied that we are not yet ready to start buying and believe we should still 
hold out and not buy for the present. We would like to know your opinion 
on the subject. 

Confidentially, we have started buying in a limited way in the Clarksville 
district, and we would like to know what effect, if any, this buying bas had 
in the western district and whether or not the trade generally knows we are 
buying in the Clarksville district. We would like to have you advise us, too, 
as to the news in the western district regarding buying, etc. The writer expects 
to leave for the Henderson district to-night, but will be back here in two or 
three days and would like to have your report on his return. 

Thanking you in advance, we are, 
Very truly, yours. 

It would appear from the above letter that a reply had been given 
to the letter from Mr. Moss that the Italian regie was not ready to 
start buying. It would also appear that this interest had started 
buying in the Clarksville district and was anxious to know what 
effect this buying had on the western district. 

On February 1, 1920, Mr. Moss, of the Cousins Tobacco Co., May- 
field, Ky., again urges the Italian regie to start buying on the May- 
field market. He states that it is generally known that the Italians 
are buying in the Clarksville district and that the farmers are 
wondering why they do not buy in the Mayfield district. He ad- 
vanced the opinion that because it is generally known that the 
Italians are in poor condition as to finances and entry in the market — 

At a price consistent with a depleted treasury would not cause bad feeling 
* * *. On the other hand, if we do not enter, it will begin to impress them 
that we are employing " bear " tactics and cause a feeling of soreness that is 
liable to culminate in a considerable bad feeling. 
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February 5, 1920, Moss, of the Cousins Tobacco Co., sent the fol- 
lowing letter to W. G. Dunnington & Co. : 

February 5, 1920. 
Messrs. W. G. Dunnington & Co., LouisvUle, Ky. 

Gentlemen : W. F. Wright & Co. seem to be out of the market. Sherrill says 
he has been lowered $2 on all grades. The run of tobacco was better to-day. 
Yours, very truly, 

Moss. 

It will be seen from the above letter that the movements of 
E. J. O'Brien & Co., which is represented by Sherrill, at Mayfield, 
were known at all times by the Dunnington buyers and were accord- 
inrfy reported. 

The following letter from the same party contains further indica- 
tion of this fact : 

February 6, 1920. 
Messrs. W. G. Dunnington & Co., Louisville, Ky. 

Gentlemen : Sherrill is out entirely. He didn't make a bid to-day. 

Vich Allen is out. Wilson & Usher bid occasionally, but rarely buy a load. 
H. H. Adams buying sparingly. Snuff buying with right smart confidence, but 
Imperial doing a little. Snuff sticking to the medium grades as a rule. Ballew 
buying more than usual, paying good prices. 

Will Usher still supporting the market and knocking it down to Smith. 

The market about a dollar lower to-day on an average, the decline being on 
medium grades. The long tobacco a little easier, the best grades showing about 
the same as previously. 

All buyers have quit in Weakley County and the market is demoralized there. 

Don't think it a good idea to start there yet. 

Think we could make an average of 18 round on the chute next week and 
obtain a fair line of C tobacco. 

Yours, very truly. Moss. 

The dark western markets continued on the downward trend 
throughout the month of February. The following letter from Moss 
to W. G. Dunnington & Co. summarizes the situation on that date : 

Februaby 21, 1920. 
Messrs. W. G. D. & Co., Louisville, Ky. 

Gentlemen : It appears that about 18 per cent has been sold in the western 
district. 

There has been very little tobacco sold in Mayfield at the chute during the 
past week. The amount coming does not bring out a full crop of buyers and 
indifference is displayed by all buying interests. 

My understanding is that the French are operating on a 15-round basis. 
Sherill makes a bid, occasionally buys a load. McCuan at Dresden and Wells 
at Martin continue to buy and are picking up a few crops all along at this basis 
of figures. Kennedy is practically out of the market. 

The snuff companies are apparently sorry they did as much as they did do 
and are buying very sparingly. 

Wilson & Usher are not buying at all. 

W. F. Wright & Co. have bought very little since the decline and appear to 
be sorry they bought so much. While little Usher has bought during the period 
of low prices he has knocked out to Smith. This is evidently for speculation, 
as they filled the spinning order some bit ago. 

The Imperial has practically quit. 

Ligon never has been a factor and still does little. In fact, we seem to be in 
the most unusual situation of having practically no market. This is largely 
due to the fact that the farmers have not as yet fully realized that prices must 
be lower to make a market. 

There is little doubt that farmers would sell at prices materially lower than 
those prevailing some time back, and they are weakening more every day. How- 
ever, it would appear that it would be better to have a good season before we 
started, so as to give them an opportunity to commence bringing tobacco to the 
chutes at various places again. 
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I am of the opinion that you should start at the chutes before going to 
counto'- What is bought in that way will bring no blame on us. We will be in 
the attitude of having made one more bid than the other fellow on what we 
buy, with the resultant welcome that is extended to any new competitor. 

On the other hand, should we start in the country at a price that is materially 
lower than those that have formerly prevailed, we would be censured to a cer- 
tain extent and be blamed for trying to depress prices. 

Ezell is buying a little long one-sucker at prices ranging from 20 to 25 for 
leaf and 8 for lugs. 

No one buying in the country at Mayfield. 

Yours, very truly, Moss. 

According to the above letter, farmers were very nearly ready to 
give in and take the low price offered by the various interests. 

Further indication of the purpose of the Italian regie in holding 
off the market, at least in the mind of one of its buyers, is seen in the 
following letter from J. A. Crosswy to W. G. Dunnington & Co. : 

^Iarch 4, 1920. 
Messrs. W. G. D. & Co., Louisville, Ky. 

Gentlemen : Would you be surprised to know that a number of people ask 
us each day, "Are you going to buy tobatco? If so, when are you going to 
start? " Have you any dope to furnish us with to satisfy them? 

What do you think about trading out with some of our buyers in order to 
eliminate expense as much as possible? Under ordinary conditions we would 
feel need of all we have. This time, as usual, we made trades for their pay to 
start December 1, and buying was practically over by this time. At a reason- 
able expense with an average volume of business we will need all we have, 
otherwise we might make some disposition of some of them. You may advise 
what you think best along this line. 

We will know we have made money for our principals by not entering the 
market earlier regardless of our expense accounts, and, of course, might be 
able to assist along this line. 
Yours, very truly, 

J. A. Crosswy. 

Special attention is called to the following language found in the 
last paragraph of the above letter : 

We will know we have made money for our principals by not entering the 
market earlier regardless of our expense accounts, and, of course, might be able 
to assist along this line. 

The following letter is a reply of W. G. Dunnington & Co. to the 
letter quoted above, which should be studied carefully : 

March 5, 1920. 
Crosswy Tobacco Co., Paris, Tetm. 

Gentlemen : I hardly know how to answer your question regarding buying 
tobacco, excepting to say that we expect to buy tobacco. Just when, we are 
not sure. We have no further advice than this, though we do not want to 
buy at the prices tobacco have been selling for. Do not think conditions justify 
prices that have been paid. When the market gets down low enough we expect 
to give you instructions to buy. Prices, in our judgment, have been too high 
on every variety of tobacco — and they are bound to come down. When this 
will happen we are, of course, not prepared to say — though we know that all 
tobaccos excepting a few specialties, everywhere, have declined very materially 
in the last two months. We think beyond question prices will decline further; 
but about this you know as well as we do. 

In regard to disposing of some of your buyers — eliminating expense as much 
as possible — that is nearly always good business ; however, if conditions become 
better later on and we b\iy a fair quantity of tobacco, it being so late, you 
will need more help than usual ; therefore we are not in a position to advise you. 
You will have to guess at this yourself. 

When you can buy tobacco at 15 cents round, or the equivalent in split 
jorices. getting good Italian tobacco, let us know. We think this year you should 
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buy at split prices more than you ever did. About this, however, we will talk 
to you at the proper time. 

We are in the same position as you are; we have a whole lot of force, and 
practically nothing to do. 

Yours, very truly, R. G. Morton. 

It will be noted that the only reason given in the above letter for 
not buying tobacco was — 

that they do not think conditions justify prices which have been paid. When 
the market gets down low enough we except to give you instructions to buy. 

The Dunnington buyers entered the western district markets along 
in April, 1920, and began to buy in a conservative way, at a yerj low 
average. This can be seen from the following letter of instruction? 
to Griffin & Pitt Tobacco Co., Murray, Ky. : 

April 19, 1920. 
Gbiffin & Pitt Tobacco Co., Murray, Ky. 

Gentlemen: I notice that you only bought 58,150 pounds of tobacco last 
week, and made good average, $13.48, and if tobacco is all right purchases look 
all right : that is, price, etc. 

If conditions are favorable, hope you will buy more tobacco this week. We 
do not mean to urge you to buy when conditions are not favorable. If they 
are not favorable now, we believe they certainly will be in a very short time. 

On April 10, 1920, E. B. Stewart, representing the Dunnington 
Co. at La Center, Ky., reported conditions at his market. This letter 
is set forth below : 

La Center, Ky., April JO, 1920. 
Mr. R. G. Morton, Louisville, Ky. 

Dear Sir : As you see. we didn't buy anything this week owing to the dissatis- 
faction among the farmers. 

We could have bought several crops, but we were advised by your Mr. Dicker- 
son not to do so. As you know, it is hard to buy bargains when folks are not 
ready to sell. The crop is still all here, hanging in the barns, and we have a lots 
to pick from, and believe that when the time is right we can pick these crops and 
buy strictly good Italian tobacco — and we will put the " soft pedal " on when 
that time comes. This is a year a fellow can do lots of things. 
Yours, very truly, 

R. B. Stewart. 

The above letter clearly sets forth the attitude of the buyers of the 
Dunnington Co. on the western Kentucky markets in April, 1920. It 
would also appear from the above letter that the buyers for the 
Italian regie had waited untif the proper time for entering the market. 
This fact is brought out even more in the following letter from A. D. 
Dickerson, Paducah, Ky., to W. G. Dunnington Co. : 

, Paducah, Ky., May 29, 1920. 

Messrs. VC. G. Dunnington & Co.. 

Louisinlle, Ky. 

CtEntlemen : IMr. Moss says conditions for buyinj? in Martin are very favor- 
able ; that the cominj? week he would like to have the privilege of buying as much 
as 200,000 pounds ; at the same time very probably would not buy so much. In 
his western section, where his heaviest tobacco is, more of the farmers are 
inclined to turn it loose ; stated, however, that it is not his wish to buy a large 
amount of tobacco at that point any week. 

At Maylield, in his judgment. 250,000 pounds is enough in quantity for any 
week. I merely give you his opinions. 

We could have bought freely here this week, but we attempted to make our 
selections carefully and reduce our average at the same time. This is one year 
you can do most anything you want to, especially about this time. 

Reverting to our phone conversation a few days ago relative to the 5 and 6 
cent low-grade tobacco, I believe when we have a big season it would be a good 
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time to buy some of it. Unless there is a change in conditions, farmers yet will 
sell it for less money ; very probably be glad to do so. This, of course, is a guess. 
But if they get the crop out very largely, somebody will have the opportunity of 
buying some that will look reasonable, and yet it might not be cheap. 
Yours, very truly, 

A. D. DiCKEBSON. 

The following quotation taken from the above letter clearly indi- 
cates that Mr. Dickerson considered the situation was well in hand 
from a buyer's viewpoint. 

We could have bought freely here this week, but we attempted to make our 
selections carefully and reduce our average at the same time. This is one year 
you can do most anything you want to, especially about this time. 

The following quotation taken from a letter from Mr. Moss, of 
Cousins Tobacco Co., Mayfield, Ky., to W. G. Dunnington & Co., indi- 
cates that the Dunnington buyers were quick to take advantage of 
O'Brien's absence from the markets in their territory : 

O'Brien is out of the market in Martin territory, as elsewhere, and the price 
is easier there. We have bought at that point our full allotment of 150,000 
pounds, and it looks like a good time to buy there. The writer understands 
that Mr. Scalvinl was not favorably impressed with the tobacco, but is not 
authoritatively informed about same. If you wish us to increase the amount, 
I believe we can buy more to-morrow. The average is around 11.30, and our 
receiving average is running below the contract average. 

On July 10, 1920, the following message was sent to A. D. Dicker- 
son Co., Paducah, Ky., by W. G. Dunnington & Co. : 

Cut purchases at least half in western district next week. 

On July 31, 1920, Scalvini wired W. G. Dunnington & Co., Louis- 
ville, Ky. : 

Stop buying at all points. 

The W. G. Dunnington buyers practically discontinued buying 
dark-fired tobacco in the western Kentucky district, as well as the 
Clarksville district, on August 1, 1920. Some few small purchases, 
however, were made in the country, apparently on contracts which 
had been made prior to August 1. 

An examination of the records of W. G. Dunnington & Co. shows 
that the bulk of their purchases in the Clarksville district for the 
1919-20 crop season was made in the months of February, April, 
and May, with substantial purchases in the months of March, June, 
and July. While the bulk of the purchases in the western Kentucky 
district was made in the months of May, June, and July, with sub- 
stantial purchases during the months of April and August, no pur- 
chases whatever were made in the western Kentucky district during 
the months of January and February. A small purchase had been 
made in December, 1919, and a comparatively small purchase was 
made in March, 1920. 

The average price paid for the tobacco purchased in the Clarks- 
ville district varied from 25.14 in December to 27.80 in February, 
21.55 in April, 19.37 in June, 20.36 in July. The average price of 
tobacco purchased in the western Kentucky district varied from 
19.47 in December to 14.30 in March, 12.53 in May, 11.09 in July, 
9.93 in August. 

It can be seen, therefore, from the above figures that W. G. Dun- 
nington & Co. profited by holding off the market in January and 
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February and making their purchases after the market had declined 
as a result of their own activities in conjunction with others in 
" bearing " the market. 

IN THE BBJOHT SOUTHERN DISTRICT. 

By the American Tobacco Co. — ^There was no complaint on the 
part of dealers, warehousemen, or producers in the bright southern 
district (Virginia, North and South Carolina, and Georgia) with 
respect to holding off the market or buying under cover by the 
American Tobacco Co. However, it is known that the American 
Tobacco Co. purchased over 4,000,000 pounds of bright southern 
tobacco from or through dealers. Various subsidiaries of the Uni- 
versal Leaf Tobacco Co. acted as purchasing agents for the American 
Tobacco Co. on many markets. 

While it is apparent that in the bright southern district the Ameri- 
can Tobacco Co. pursued a method of buying under cover, yet it 
does not appear that it had the same effect as m the hurley district. 
The American Tobacco Co. purchased a smaller percentage of the 
tobacco in this district than in the hurley district, and its actions in 
this regard would naturally not affect the market to the same extent. 

By the Liggett <& Myers Tobacco Go, — ^The Liggett & Myers 
Tobacco Co. during the 1^1^ crop season purchased a large quantity 
of bright southern tobacco through subsidiary organizations of the 
Universal Leaf Tobacco Co. in a similar manner as the American 
Tobacco Co. In some instances their purchases were made on direct 
order, and in other instances outright purchases were made from 
stock already purchased on the market by such concerns. In addition 
to the bright tobacco bought through the Universal Leaf Tobacco 
organization, the following dealers acted as buyers for Liggett & 
Mvers Tobacco Co. in the bright southern district : 

I. N. Vaughn, at Richmond, Va. (Virginia market) ; W. G. Dun- 
nington & Co., at Farmville, va. (Virginia market) ; J. P. Williams, 
at Martinsville, Va. (Virginia market) ; E. V. Webb, at Kinston, 
N. C. (North Carolina market) ; E. J. Jones, at Sanford, N. C. 
(North Carolina market) ; W. Y. Malone, at Chadburn, N. C. (North 
Carolina market) ; R. P. Sartin, at Fairmont, N. C. (North Carolina 
market) ; H. C. Mills, at Johnsonville, S. C. (South Carolina mar- 
ket) ; J. S. Sherrer, at Connelly, S. C. (South Carolina market) ; 
Cobb & Grogan, at Danville, S. C. (South Carolina market; and on 
several Georgia markets. 

The correspondence set forth below would indicate that the Liggett 
& Myers Tobacco Co. held off the market at Richmond, Va., in De- 
cember, 1919, because of the high prices : 

December 6, 1919. 
Mr. J. S. Cobb, 

Du7'ham Leaf DeparUnent, Durham, N. C. 

Dear Sir: We were advised to-day by Mr. W. H. Cobb to suspend buying 
sun-cured tobaccos for your account. This came to us as a complete shock and 
surprise, and to say that we are very much disappointed puts it but mildly. 

We must advise that we did not know your requirements from the 1919 crop, 
but had been led to believe by Mr. H. W. Cobb that the same would be around 
1,000.000 pounds, hence we bought very freely at the beginning and gave you 
full benefit of every purchase of your grades. V/e were confident at the time 
that these tobaccos would materially advance, in fa(?t it was simply a matter of 
rehandling the tobacco. However, we wish to thank you for the business. 
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Now, for us to leave the market when the same is about 50 per cent sold, puts 
us as dealers as well as the market In a very awkward position. We have re- 
fused a great deal of business this year for the sun-cured tobaccos, thinking that 
we would have the pleasure of representing you during the entire season, and 
we earnestly request that you give the matter of continuing your serious con- 
sideration, provided, of course, if you wish any more of this tobacco. We da 
not recommend at present prices buying but a very small percentage of the 
offerings, but for the market to be practically left in the hands of one buyer 
certainly kills the sun-cured business, and we very much dislike to see the 
matter take that turn. 

We also wish to advise that we do not think that there will be any material 
reduction in prices as we have been buying only about 8 per ct*nt of the breaks, 
but the manner in which the market was handled last year had a seriously dam- 
aging effect on the same and forced a large percentage of the planters to go out 
of the sun-cured business. 

We trust you will receive this letter in the spirit in which it is written, and 
asking that hereafter you give us more information, of course, if you see fit to 
do so, as to your wants, and let us give you the benefit of our knowledge re- 
garding the same. 

Yours, faithfully, I. N. Vaughan & Co. 

E. J. O'Brien bought Maryland tobacco for Liggett & Myers 
Tobacco Co. on Baltimore, Md., market during 1919-20 crop season. 

By the R^ J. Reynolds Tobacco Co, — ^The R. J. Reynolds Co. also 
utilized the subsidiary concerns of the Universal Leaf Tobacco Co. 
in the purchase of bright southern tobacco during the 1919 crop 
season, especially in North Carolina. Most of its purchases through 
this organization were on order. The following letter illustrates the 
manner in which the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. requires its com- 
mission buyers to report the condition of the market, and also gives 
an example of the Reynolds Co. liolding off the market : 

.Tanfary 7, 1920. 
The R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co.. 

Winston-Salein, ^' ('- 
Dear Sirs : We have sold but little tobacco since the opening this year. Prices 
seem to have an easier tendency. 

No. 6 can be bought around $100, No. 5 from 90 to 95, and No. 4 from 80 to 90, 
No. 3 from 65 to 75. 

So far this season neither the American Tobacco Co. or Liggett & Myers 
have bought any cutters. What has been sold were bought by the Imperial and 
Export companies. We hardly think enough has been on sale to fairly indicate 
the market, but above is about what would suit the various grades has brought. 
We would be glad to reenter the market for you, if in need of further stock. 
Yours, truly, 

W. P. Henry Co., 

W. P. Henry, Pretfident. 

While the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. did not buy tobacco through 
the J. P. Taylor Co., a subsidiary of the Universal Leaf Tobacco Cfe., 
yet the letter set forth below would indicate that the buyer of the 
R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. at the Hartsville, S. C, market was 
allowed to purchase tobacco for the account of the J. P. Taylor Co. 
Obviously, the competition between these t'wo concerns at that market 
was eliminated: 

June 6, 1919. 
Mr. A. L. Glasgow, 

Gresham Court Apartments, Richmond, Va. 

Dear Glasgow : We have a letter from the Reynolds Tobacco Co. at Winston- 
Salem saying that if it is any assistance to us to give their business to you at 
Hartsville they will be glad to do so, and you may consider the matter as 
settled that you are to have the account of the Reynolds and the Taylor Co. at 
Hartsville, S. C. 

Yours, very truly, . 



CAUSES OF DECLINE. 143 
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In addition to the tobacco purchased through the subsidiaries of 
the Universal Leaf Tobacco Co., the R. J. Keynolds Tobacco Co. 
utilized the following dealers for the purchase of its bright southern 
tobacco: Clark Bros. & Co., Bedford, Va. ; Thomas Hughes & Co., 
Greenville, N. C. ; Whitehead & Anderson, Wilson, N. C. 

The .following letter from Whitehead & Anderson, addressed to the 
E. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co., dated November 25, 1919, indicates 
clearly the reason the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. held off the market 
at Wilson, N. C, in November. 

November 25, 1919. 
R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co., Leaf Department, 

Winston-^alem, N, C. 

Gentlemen : Your telegram of the 24th reading as follows : " Discontinue 
buying all grades for our account until further advised," was received by us at 
11.30 a. m., at which time practically all the offerings of that day had been dis- 
posed of. We are saying this so that you may understand the inclosed daily 
report of yesterday. We are also in receipt of your letter of the 24th confirming 
telegram to which we refer above, and note that you will probably remain off 
the market unless there is a material decline in the present market prices of 
your grades. For your information we will say that we followed the market 
closely to-day and we saw no evidence of an easing off in price by reason of our 
coming off these grades, except possibly No. 3 was a shade lower, the better 
grades holding very firm. 

Yours, very truly, Whitehead & Anderson, 

H. G. Whitehead. 

While the tobacco bought on the Baltimore market is not usually 
considered to be in the bright southern district, yet it is thought well 
to point out at this time that the E.. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. pur 
chased its requirements of Maryland tobacco on the Baltimore market 
through W. H. Winstead & Co. (Inc.), and the O. C. Gregory Co., 
subsidiaries of the Universal Leaf Tobacco Co. 

The following letter would indicate that the R. J. Reynolds To- 
bacco Co. followed the polic}^ of holding off the market at Baltimore 
in order to bring the prices down in addition to buying its require- 
ments under cover : 

Winston-Salem, N. C, April 19, 1920. 
Mr. O. C. Gbegory 

(Care of O. G. Gregory Co.), 

Richmond, Va. 

Deab Sibs : I have your favor of the 16th instant, and wish to advise that I 
expect to leave the city within the next day or two, and will be away for 
about 10 days. I shall be glad to see you on my return home. 

I was in Baltimore last Saturday and went over the Maryland situation with 
Mr. Harrison. We came to the conclusion that about the only thing to be done 
at present was to play a waiting game. 

Yours, very truly, W. N. Reynolds, President. 

By the ImpeHal Tobacco do. of Great Britain and Ireland {Ltd,). — 
The Imperial Tobacco Co. purchased a lar^e quantity of its bright 
southern tobacco through Dibrell Bros., of Danville, Va. An exami- 
nation of the invoices rendered the Imperial Tobacco Co. by the latter 
concern indicated that the purchases were made on order. This, 
however, was denied by an official of the Imperial Tobacco Co., who 
asserted that the invoices were not made out properly. The Im- 
perial Tobacco Co. also purchased large quantities of bright southern 
through various subsidiaries of the Universal Tobacco Co. during 
the 1919 crop season. 

The letter set forth below indicates that the Imperial Tobacco Co. 
did not intend to increase its purchases even though other buyers 



144 THE TOBACCO INDUSTRY. 

went oflf the market; the only result from this action would be, of 
course, a reduction in price : 

Deceicbeb 2, 1919. 
The Imperial Tobacco Co. (Ltd.), 

Greenville, N. C, Rocky Mount, Kinston. 

Gentlemen : We understand that some buying support has been withdrawn 
from the market. This is to caution you that we do not wish you to buy in 
excess of 30 per cent of your sales. A defection of others may cause a weak- 
ening in the market, but do not exceed 30 per cent until further advice by 
us. Hold your purchase of CLB down to the minimum and do not increase? 
your purchase of CLC and CB. 
Yours, very truly, 

The Imperial Tobacco Co. of Great Britain and Ireland (Ltd.), 
E. S. Carlton. 

By the British- American Tobacco Co. {Ltd.). — ^As indicated in a 
foregoing paragraph covering the burley purchases of the British- 
American Tobacco Co., the Export Leaf Tobacco Co. acts as a buying 
agency for the British- American interests. Considerable bri^t 
southern tobacco was purchased by the Export Leaf Tobacco Co. 
through I. X. Vaughan & Co., of Richmond, Va. 

Purchases are also made by this concern from subsidiaries of the 
Universal Leaf Tobacco Co. 

On December 11, 1919, the manager of the Richmond leaf depart- 
ment of the American Tobacco Co., wrote a letter to the manager of 
the Durham leaf department, Durham, N. C, from which the fol-^ 
lowing quotation is made: 

I have just been in telephone communication with Mr. Mahler, at New York, 
and advised him I was in receipt of telegram from Mr. S. B. Qurrin, at Green- 
ville, stating that the Export Tobacco Co. had practically withdrawn from the 
market and the cutter grades were very much cheai)er. 

It would, therefore, appear that following the action of the Export 
Tobacco Co. in withdrawing from the market, cutter grades of ciga- 
rette tobacco became much cheaper. 

Section 8. GoUnsion in buying. 

Particular attention was paid to the charge that there was collu- 
sion among the buyers of leaf tobacco, especially the large interests — 
that is, whether there was any agreement or understanding between 
these companies to manipulate the market. It was believed that if 
such agreements existed the buyers' procedure in buying would ren- 
der it evident to experienced persons on the floor while such buying 
was going on, although the buyers themselves might not be aware 
of such fact. The warehousemen and independent dealers, therefore, 
who accompanied the sales were particularly questioned as to evi- 
dence of the action of the buyers on the floor. 

It is only fair to state that many of the independent dealers and 
warehousemen in their interviews were unequivocal in their state- 
ments that they did not observe anything in their operations on the 
market that would indicate that there was collusion on the part of 
manufacturers and large dealers in buying of leaf tobacco. How- 
ever, there were many who expressed a contrary opinion. 

The independent dealers stating that there was collusion appar- 
ently based their opinions on the following : 

That common buyers were employed. 

That many of the companies confined their purchases to a certain 
percentage of the offerings, not bidding above a certain price. 
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That there apparently was a disposition not to bid against each 
other on some grades ; and that they bid actively against each other 
on some markete and do not compete at all on other markets. 

No documentary evidence was offered that any of these acts re- 
sulted from agreements to that effect. 

The warehousemen generally were rather guarded in expressing 
themselves, in some instances stating they represented both the buyer 
and seller and preferred not to be quoted. Quotations from some 
of the more prominent ones are as follows : 

A warehouseman at Augusta, Ky., stated that "the buyers on 
local markets are very close friends," and he thinks "they allocate 
the days among themselves: that is, permitting one to do the bulk 
of the buying on a certain day, while the rest ' lay down.' The next 
day one of the others would do the bulk of the buying, and so on." 

Another warehouseman at Augusta, Ky., stated that he observed 
in 1918— 

two certain buyers would always stay together on the floor and never get out 
of sight of each other. When they came to a pile of tobacco, if one of them 
noticed the other had bid on it he would not make a bid, but would let the 
other have it, and vice versa They would give and take. 

A warehouseman at Hopkinsville, Ky., in reply to a question as to 
rotation in buying, stated : 

It looks that way ; we had it that way ; a fellow will buy to-morrow and the 
next day he will be out. 

A warehouseman at Lexington, Ky., stated: 

I have heard one buyer charge another buyer with hogging it, saying " Why 
don't you let me have sonre of the tobacco? " and have observed that the man 
spoken to would let up and the other fellow would buy. All through the sea- 
son I noticed there wjis e«msiderable harmony in the buying between the buyers 
of two of the large companies. When one bought largely of certain grade the 
other bought sparingly, and vice versa. 

Similar information was obtained from various other warehouse- 
men, but few could produce definite evidence as to dates, persons, etc.. 
although every lead of this nature was investigated. Growers in 
several sections were also of the opinion that there is some sort of 
understanding between the buyers, but were unable to give any con- 
crete facts. 

The custom of some large concerns instructing their buyers to 
purchase a certain per cent of the market offerings (sometimes limit- 
ing the price to be paid) is given as an indication that there is agree- 
ment between them. The following are typical instructions : 

Durham Leaf Department, 
Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co., 

Durhanij N. C, December Ji, 1919. 
Mr. R. S. Johnson, 
Buyei\ Liggett rC Myers Tobacco Co., South Hill, Va. 

Dear Sir: For the present huy only from 6 to 8 per cent of your sales, cer- 
tainly not to exceed a higher figure. 

Should your market show any disposition to weaken in price, do not increase^ 
your purchases, or do anything to hold prices up. 

For the balance of the season, do not pay over $1.10 for any wrappers, ann 
we think the bulk of them should be bought from $1 to $1.05. 
Yours, respectfully, 

Durham Leaf Department. 
32338—21 10 
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Eastern North Carolina Markets. 



Export Leaf Tobacco Co., 

Richmond Department, 
Richmond, Va., September 27, 1919. 



Dear Sir : We are inclosing you herewitli revised price list, which it will be 
in order to put into etfect at once. 

These prices we trust will enable you to purchase around 20 to 25 per cent of 
the sales ; however, we do not wish you to exceed them on any grade. 

Kindly acknowledge receipt. 

Yours, very truly, Export Leaf Tobacco Co. 

The American Tobacco Co., 
Ill Fifth Avenue, New York, January 5, 1920. 

Dear Sir: Upon receipt of this letter, we will thank you not to buy over 10 
per cent of the total sales daily. 

Please bear in mind, we do not want over 10 per cent of the offerings, regard- 
less of prices. 

Yours, very truly. 



Richmond, Va., January 5, 1920. 
To various North Carolina and Virginia buyers: 

general instructions. 

We wish you to encourage any show of decline in the market and to take 
advantage by a reduction in averages of all grades. 

You will write to us immediately after the reopening of the market and will 
describe the situation, reporting your purchases and averages. Meanwhile, if 
the conditions appear favorable you may buy 30 to 35 per cent of the offerings. 
Yours, very truly, 

JaS. J. HiCKEY. 

The buyers usually make daily or weekly reports showing the per 
cent of offerings purchased by themselves and their important com- 
petitors. When the percentage is exceeded, buyers are frequently 
taken to task by their principal. In this connection, one warehouse- 
man in an interview stated as follows: 

One day in the 1918 season the buyer for a large manufacturer came into my 
office after his sales and totaled up his purchases. He then exclaimed, " I have 
bought 40 per cent and I was only supposed to buy 20 per cent." This shows 
that they had their heads together and allocated the quantity. 

The following excerpt is taken from a communication from the 
representative of one of the large concerns to its buyer at Owens- 
boro, Ky. : 

I beg to advise that I have looked over the reports of southern Kentucky 
section and am very much surprised to know that some of the markets are 
buying from 20 to 30 per cent of the breaks, when we' had a positive under- 
standing that we should not exceed 15 per cent under any circumstances. 

In another communication from the byyer for one company to his 
superior at Owensboro, Ky., he refers to the buyer for another large 
company and says : 

I suppose these tobaccos are for the branch. I think he is buying 

too much and probably will be called down when Mr. gets around, but 

there is where the good tobaccos are, and they have a very high market. 

This would indicate that the buyer for this company had knowl- 
edge of the other company's requirements as well as their uses of 
certain tobaccos. 

Specifying the percentage to be purchased was not followed by all 
of the companies, and in this connection it is to be noted that per- 
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sons interviewed who referred to this feature almost invariably 
commended the R. J. Reynolds Co. for not pursuing this custom. 

A close relationship existing between the Export Leaf Tobacco 
Co. (buying agency for the British- American Tooacco Co.) and the 
Imperial Tobacco Co. of Great Britain and Ireland may possibly 
be inferred from the fact that the latter company loaned to the 
former company in 1918 over 4,000,000 pounds of tobacco in Eng- 
land, the loan to be liquidated by the return of equivalent tobaccos 
out of the former company's American stocks. An explanation of 
this transaction was given by a representative of the Export Co., as 
follows: The English Government commandeered considerable to- 
bacco in 1918, causing a shortage in the stock of his company, and 
which necessitated the borrowing for immediate use in England of 
this tobacco, owing to the fact that transportation was not available 
from their stocks m America. 

There also appears to have been considerable harmony between 
the buyers of the Reynolds Tobacco Co. and buyers of other com- 
panies, as is indicated by the following communications : 

Lexington, Ky., December 23, 1918. 
Mr. W. N. Reynolds, 

Winston-Salem, N, C. 

Deak Sir : Your favor of the 20th received. I wired you as follows, which I 
now confirm : 

" Have arranged for Unmusig to go to Greenville, Tenn." 

I had a talk with Mr. Glenn, and he thought it advisable to send Mr. Un- 
musig to Greenville. 

Low-grade tobaccos in southern Kentucky and Tennessee closed much stronger 
on Friday on account of J. M. Buckner buying very heavily. Class of tobaccos 
which we had been buying from 9 to 12 cents brought from 12 to 17 cents. All 
markets in that district, as well as in the hurley district, have closed until 
January 1. 

I spent the day with many of our buyers going over the warehouse floors in 
Lexington. There is a great deal of common tobacco, but about as large a per 
cent of useful tobacco on the floors as there was any time last year. Thin, 
colory, lifeless trashes are being bought by Vaughan at prices ranging from 35 
to 55 cents. Cunningham is still buying the better tobaccos, paying up to 72 
cents per pound for same. I believe they have both been buying for L. & M. 
or A. T. Co. However, I saw Mr. Lipscomb nearly every day last week in south- 
ern Kentucky, and he gave me his word that they had not purchased a pound 
directly or indirectly. 

I have my organization completed and will be on all the markets on Decem- 
ber 30, at which time sales will be resumed. In all about 11,000,000 pounds 
have been sold, one-third of which is in the basements of the different ware- 
houses and is being worked over to be put back on the floors December 30. My 
idea at this time is to purchase about 30 per cent of all the best markets up to 
60 cents. Of course, I am going to feel my way and see what I can do with the 
markets, as I believe if Cunningham and Vaughan have filled their orders a 
few sane heads could establish a lower plane. I would be pleased to have a 
letter from you by return mail offering any suggestions you can. 
Yours, very truly, 

Lexington, Ky., February IJf, 1920. 
Mr. W. N. Reynolds, 

R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co., Winston -Salem. N. C. 

Dear Sir: Inclosed find detailetl report of purchases to February 7, 52,446,603, 
at an average of $54.86. I have purchased to date approximately 59,000,000 
pounds of tobacco. I have nun led the leaf department, linder separate cover 
printed slip showing how I kooi) up with th(^ amount of my purchases. The 
amount of tobacco named is tobacco that has been actually paid for. 

I have had what I consider n very satisfactory week. A. T. Co.. J. P. T. Co., 
and J. M. Edmunds Co. have been in and out and we have been taking ad- 



148 THE TOBACCO INDUSTRY. 

vantaire of it. While the high grades of tobacco in Lexington and all over the 
district are getting verj- scarce, we are getting much useful tobacco at re- 
duced prices. Low grades on Friday this week are considerably easier on 
account of the Edmunds Co. being blocked in their prizing houses. There is 
much tobacco .selling 16 cents and down that I am in favor of buying to keep 
over another year. If the crop pans out larger than I anticipate, but I do not 
believe this will be the case, I think the figures you, Mr. Williams, and myself 
made on the actual tobacco in the crop will be appioxlmately correct, and I 
will have to do my utmost to secure our requirements. I believe in another 
year, the J. P. Tayfor Co. will handle the leaf business of the A. T. Co. 

L. & M. are buying heavily on all markets. In most places they are dis- 
pijse<l tu treat us fairly. 
Yours, very truly. 

The third paragraph of the first letter from the head buyer for the 
Reynolds Co. to Mr. Reynolds and the last paragraph of the second 
letter from Mr. Kirk to Mr. Reynolds indicates a very intimate 
relationship between the Reynolds Tobacco Co. representative and 
similar officers of the Liggett & Myers Co. and the American 
Tobacco Co. 

Further indication of a close relationship between the Reyiiolds Co. 
and the J. P. Taylor Co. is shown in the following communication of 
Mr. J. I. Miller, president of the J. P. Taylor Co., to Mr. T. H. Kirk, 
of the Reynolds Tobacco Co., at Lexington, Ky., and Mr. Kirk's reply 
to Mr. Miller : 

Richmond, Va.. February 2, 1920. 
Mr. T. H. KiBK, 

Director, R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co., Lexington, Ky. 

My Dear Mb. Kibk: I have your valued favor of the 31st ultimo, inclosing 
bill for $23,492.77, and you will see from the inclosed letter to Mr. Parker we 
are authorizing the payment of this bill and are instructing him to settle same 
immediately. 

We have been buying considerable quantities of low-grade tobaccos at from 
1 cent per pound up to 10 cents, according to quality, and Mr. Parker now writes 
us that the market has advanced very sharply on these tobaccos, and intimates 
that the competition and advance comes largely from your organization. 

The writer feels that he knows about what you are buying these tobaccos for 
and that you want to make money on them, just as we would like to make a 
little money on what we are buying, and we suggest that you make it convenient 
to have a few minutes' conversation ^\ith Mr. Parker, in order to let him know 
that neither firm should try to take all of the cheap tobaccos, and see if it can 
not be so handled without any agreement at all that both firms will make a 
satisfactory purchase at every point where there is not too much outside compe- 
tition. 

As the writer sees it, there is a very large amount of common tobacco in this 
crop, and with the present condition of the European countries it must be 
bought very cheaply or there will be no profit in buying them, and it is the 
desire of our firm to buy them very cheap out of this crop. 

If this meets a favorable response at your end of the line, I would be more 
than pleased to have you pass your ideas along to Mr. Parker. 

With best wishes. 

Yours, very truly, J. L. Miller, 

Lexington, Ky., February 7, 1920. 
Mr. J. I. MiiXER, 

./. P. Taylor Co., Richmondy Va. 
My Dear Mr. Miliar: Your favor of the 2d received and our claim for 
$23,492.77 has been paid, for which I thank you. I have had a most satisfac- 
tory conversation with Mr. Parker to-day and hope everything will work to 
your satisfaction. 

You are correct in thinking I am interested in common tobaccos, but I am 
much more Interested in other grades. 
With kindest regards, I am, 
Yours very truly, 
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The following letter of Mr. Reynolds to Mr. Kirk clearly indicates 
an approval of the course suggested by Mr. Miller and it is reason- 
able to assume that it was followed : 

Winston-Salem, N. C, February 2, 1920. 
Mr. T. H. KiBK, Lexington, Ky, 

Deae Sib : Your telegram of .January 31 received yesterday, and I wired you 
this morning as follows : 

" Telegram received. With others off we should not carry the market unless 
at very much reduced averages. If common tobaccos are higher advise buying 
sparingly." 

This I now beg to confirm. 

In wiring you I was not unmindful of the fact that you would take every 
advantage possible to buy your tobacco cheaper whenever the opportunity 
presented itself. However, it has been my observation with a number of our 
buyers that instead of their taking full advantage of reducing their averages 
when their competitors were off the market, they simply stand right under the 
market and buy that much more tobacco just because they can buy it for a 
few cents less, although it was still high. By these parties being off the 
market it would indicate that they were willing to have a more sensible market ; 
while on the other hand they may be trying to load us, hoping to get their re- 
quirements later at a considerable less price. In either case we should be pre- 
pared to meet them on reasonable grounds. In other words, if they are willing 
to let us have our requirements cheaper we have no objection to their getting 
theirs at a lower price. 

I wired Mr. Dodson this morning to have Mr. Plielon to discontinue buying 
except the grades he is buying for the Louisville plant until further advised, 
and to buy very sparingly of the one-sucker types. I think we had just as 
well wind up our one-sucker purchases after this week; we may reenter the 
Owensboro market a little later. 

I note from your telegram that you say that Taylor and Edmunds came on 
Friday strong on common tobaccos ; if they are higher would advise letting up 
on same, as you know we are getting more of the low grades than we actually 
need, and only want to buy same on a downward price, and not on upward 
price. 

Young Sheaf wants to work in the Louisville leaf plant this spring and 
summer. If you think well of it you can advise Mr. Dodson. 
Yours, very truly, 

W. N. Reynolds. 

The close relationship existing between the Reynolds Tobacco 
Co. and the Export Leaf Tobacco Co. might also be inferred from the 
following conmiunication in which the president of the latter com- 
pany authorizes the performance of certain work for the former 
company without profit: 

New Yobk, February 25, 1919. 
Mr. E. G. CuBBiN, 

Export Leaf Tobacco Co,, Richmond, Fa. 

Dear Sib: We are in receipt of your letter of the 24th with regard to the 
hurley tobaccos redried at our Winston department for the R. J. Reynolds 
Tobacco Co. 

We note that Mr. Perkinson will go over to Winston as soon as convenient 
with a view of ascertaining the rate that should be charged the Reynolds Co. 
for this work. You will please instruct the Winston department to charge 
the Reynolds Co. the actual cost for handling this tobacco, as we do not wish 
to charge them a profit on same, but wish to charge them the actual cost. 
We propose charging them 20 cents per hogshead per month for storing the 
tobaccos and the accounting department will write the Winston department 
as to how these charges are to be handled. 

Very truly, yonrs, Export Leaf Tobacco Ca 

By R. C. Harbison. 

Buying on joint account is engaged in by some of the large com- 
panies. Under date of July 30, 1919, the manager of the G. O. 
Tuck Co., of Louisville, Ky., wrote to the president of the J. P. 
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Taylor Co. at Richmond, Va., suggesting a joint arrangement at 
Mount Sterling, Ky., stating in the third paragraph of said letter : 

It would not only mean a great saving to both of us in our purchases of 
leaf tobacco on account of the competition which would be eliminated, but 
by handling both accounts there is hardly any doubt but what the plant 
would make a much better showing as the overhead expense of the plant is 
practically the same whether it handles a little or a large quantity of tobacco. 

Under date of August 1, 1919, the president of the J. P. Taylor 
Co. replied, agreeing to the proposition. It is proper to state that 
this arrangement was never put into effect. However, it indicates a 
close relationship between these two concerns and the object of the 
arrangement is clearly indicated. 

The buyers for the agencies representmg foreign countries in the 
purchase of dark tobacco in Kentucky, are I>unnington & Co. for the 
Italian r^gie, and E. J. O'Brien & Co. for the French regie. The 
following letter would indicate a relationship existing between cer- 
tain buyers for these concerns, Mr. Sherrill, an employee of E. J. 
O'Brien, having immediately communicated to Mr. Dickerson, an 
employee of Dunnington's, instructions he had received regarding 
lower prices : 

Paducah, Ky., February 5, 1920. 

Messrs. W. G. Dunnington & Co., LouisviUe, Ky. 

Gentlemen: Mr. Sherrill, of Mayfield, claims to have received instructions 
from Mr. O'Brien to-day noon to buy French tobaccos $2 lower average than he 
is at this time making. Also to buy the long tobaccos 2 cents lower. He sup- 
posed that this applied to all French buyers. Will write you fully to-morrow. 
Yours, very truly, 

A. D. DiCKEBSON. 

P. S. — ^Above instructions apply here and other points in district I am told. 

A. D. D. 

Another evidence of the close working arrangements between 
Dunnington and O'Brien buyers can be assumed from the following 
letter : 

Louisville, Ky., February 26, 1920. 
Mr. E. Lucas Girabdville, 

101-103 South Hanover Street, Baltimore, Md. 

Deae Sib : We received a report from the western district saying the Italian 
buyers were authorized to begin buying at a 15-cent average provided they could 
buy the Italian grades. I hope they will be ablei to buy at that price, for if 
they do I will buy our kind for less money. 

Their buyers wanted to begin buying on an 18-cent average, for I saw the 
letter, but when I sent out instructions not to buy over $15 average, evidently 
the Italians decided that I was right and they would try to buy at the same 
price. 

RespectfuUy, B. X O'Brien & Co. 

The below quoted letter from Mr. Whelan to his employer, Mr. 
O'Brien, relating to conversation with Mr. Hank, who is a representa- 
tive buyer of the Weyman-Bruton Co., an American snuff manufac- 
turer, who likewise purchases large quantities of the dark tobacco, 
would seem to indicate that there was an understanding reached at 
New York among the large buyers " that dark-fired tobacco must be 

lower." 

January 23, 1920. 

Dear Mr. O'Brien : In a long conversation with Mr. Hank this morning after 

Lis return from New York, where he visited all of the larger interests, I must 

conclude that he is at the opinion, and his opinion Is strengthened by the posl- 
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tion of the large companies he visited, that dark-fired tobacco must be lower. 
He did not mention names, but I am sure he had an interview with the Uni- 
versal, Mr. Scalvini, and the heads of the American Tobacco Co. while in New 
York, and they were all of the opinion that dark tobacco must be lower. 

Mr. Fort, president of the largest bank in Olarksville, has been one of the 
strongest advocates, and has been encouraging farmers to hold their crops at the 
high prices, but he had just returned from New York and Hank says the great- 
est change is to be noted in his position. He claims the heads of the New York 
banks are drawing in closely and reducing considerably the generous credits 
they have been permitting, and Fort is now of the opinion that farmers will 
have to sell their crops — reasoning in this way — ^when the notes that farmers are 
giving to merchants or for land mature in March or April, it is questionable 
whether the banks will want to renew, or whether they will require the farmers 
to realize on the crops they are carrying. This sounds like good, safe, business 
policy. 

We figured this morning, and he had the figures with him, that there is all 
of 210,000,000 pounds of dark-fired tobacco. Allotting each of the interests their 
maximum quantity, and basing this on a five years' average purchase, only 
totals 153,000,000 pounds, which would leave 57,000,000 pounds surplus. Hank 
had a talk with Dunnington ; Dunnington is fearful of this surplus, and claims he 
has never been as much at sea as at present as how to proceed. He claims that 
if thi^ surplus over and above the ordinary requirements hangs over him, he 
will be censured for buying the requirements in face of the quantity to be sold. 
This sounds like good business, and I feel that you are in identically the same 
position relative to the French tobacco. 

Hank further states that one of the large exporting companies told him they 
have had an opportunity of doing a large exporting business. From his talk 
it was the Universal, and it was the English business they had in view, and the 
proposition as made to them was: A deposit in the banks of London, sterling 
at the present market value, they to let this balance remain in the banks of 
London, not to be withdrawn but to be placed to their credit, and to accept it 
at the present exchange rate. They consulted prominent bankers in New York, 
and were informed that they would not accept the proposition, for they could 
see no bottom to where exchange would go. 

The Imperial are beginning to ease up in their purchases, and their Owens- 
boro purchase especially shows the most noticeable decline. Hank states they 
are taking in an easy way grades of prior leaf at Owensboro from $25 to $28 
that earlier in the season were bringing from $45 to $60 ; they have also shown 
an easier tendency at Hopkinsville. The American Tobacco Go. have withdrawn 
from 26 markets, air-cured and hurley, which, I believe, is an indication of 
lower prices, both for burley and dark. 

I believe that there is 50 per cent of the burley crop sold, about 50 per cent of 
the Green River crop, 75 per cent of the one-sucker or air-cured crop, and not 
over 10 per cent of the dark-fired crop of Kentucky and Tennessee is sold. 

His estimates of the five-year average purchases of the different interests are 

as follows : 

Pounds. 

Italian r6gie - 40, 000, 000 

Spain 15, 000, 000 

Bremen 14, 000, 000 

France 25, 000, 000 

SnufC 30, 000, 000 

Imperial and England 14,000,000 

Rohandlers, cigar and various small manufacturers 15, 000, 000 

Making a total of 153,000,000 

Which is about a five years' average of the dark-fired crop. 

I write this for your consideration, as I do not have you long enough to go 
into details. Please study this carefully, and arrive at a conclusion as to the 
better policy to proceed on the lired contract. Hank believes the next three 
weeks will determine the actual prices at which the crop will sell, and whether 
or not the Italians are sincere in their present bearish position. 

R. J. Whelan. 

And the following communication from the vice president of the 
American Tobacco Co. to its representative ^t l^om^NS&fc^^^J^.^^'^'^^s^ 
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seem to further confirm the fact that the various big buyers of fired 
tobacco did confer at New York and were, at least, of the opinion 
that they should hold off the market and await lower prices. 

Jawtjaky 13, laao. 

Mr. J. E. Lipscomb. 

LouisviUe Leaf Department, LouitsviUe, Ky. 

Deab Sm : I am Id receipt of weekly statement of J. P. Taylor Oo. showing 
that they have bought 1,105,980 pounds BX grade. 

In regard to the suggestion you made to let these people buy bri^t tobacco, 
I have thought over the matter and believe it is wise to let tb^ do bo. Under 
the circumstances I think we should let them continue to pick tq) slowly another 
million pounds of E light and in the meantime give them what bri^t grades 
you want on certain markets. I will leave this matter entirely for you to 
handle with Mr. Parker with only the suggestion that you advise him to •handle 
it in such a manner that all of our men will not know. Would thank you to 
advise me what you do in the premises. 

In reference to grade GL, of which our requirements are about 750,000, I 
think it is all right to buy this grade on the loose floors in preferoice to buying 
same from dealers, but I would take it very slow and wait very late to buy it. 
I have talked to all of the big buyers of fired tobacco, and practically nooe of 
them are on the market to speak of, and are waiting for much lower x)i^iGeB. 
There is very little export demand for this tobacco, and, furthermore, very 
little could be exported just at this time, and for the small quantity we want 
I think we can take a chance and wait until nearer the «id of the season and 
get it very much cheaper than if we tried to buy it now. I will leave this 
matter entirely with you. 

I saw a memorandum of the redried stock the Taylor Co. put np out of this 
crop and my recollection of their old marks, no doubt you can take ova* quite a 
quantity of this tobacco. Would like you to advise me what you can take. 
Yours, very truly, 

, Vice President. 

Mr. Hank, however, in an interview, stated that the only people he 
saw while in New York was an official of the Universal Co., and that 
their conversation was limited to general conditions in the trade. 

The two following letters may 1^ interesting as an evidence of the 
ease with which (owing to the small number of buying interests, the 
use of telephone, or personal communication) buyers may get to- 
gether, either with or without the approval of their principals : 

Stewart Tobacco CJo., 
La Center, Ky., May 1, 1920. 

Messrs. W. G. Dunnington & CJo., Louisville, Ky. 

Gentlemen : We were getting along all right until Mr. Hank and Mr. Stahl 
themselves came into our territory with their buyers, Mr. Hank offering 18, 
8, and 4 for leaf and good crops, Stahl offering from $18 to $21 for leaf and 
4 to 8 for lugs, which of course has tied everything up for us as tight as pos- 
sible. 

We had confined ourselves to the good grades and were offering from 14 to 15 
cents for leaf and 3 and 4 for lugs, and if they had offered the same prices they 
could have bought and also let us buy all that we were allowed, but, as we 
stated before, they didn't buy anything but just tied everything up. 

They have led the farmers to believe that they are going to get 25 cents for 
these best crops. However, this hasn't excited us the least bit, as the tobacco 
is all still there. 

We will be unable to commence prizing this week, as all the tobacco we 
bought this week is hanging in the bam, with no proQ)ect of a season in sight 
Yours, very truly, 

Stewart. 

Mat 3, 1920. 

Stewabt Tobacco Co., La Center, Ky. 

Gentlemen : We have your letter of the 1st instant and have read same with 
interest. Suppose you will have to wait until farmers get over the excitement 
of effects of the paying of high prices by other firms the past we*. 
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We wish to caution you against using just such a remark, as follows, in 
future letters: 

"We talked to your Mr. Dlckerson over the phone last night, and he said 
that both Mr. Hank and Mr. Stahl regretted what they had done.'* 

This might be misunderstood by others and probably you would get in trouble, 
or you would be censured for it some way, and we know, of course, there is 
nothing to the matter, for we have no control over other buyers and have no 
connection. You will therefore destroy your copy of letter to us dated May 1, 
together with this letter, and we will destroy your letter to us. 

In the future please address delivery reports to us at station F in addition 
to the usual address in order to reach here as early as possible. 

Thanking you for your attention to these matters, we are 
Yours, very truly, 

Mr. Hank is in charge of and directs purchases for the Kentucky 
Leaf & Transit Co. ( Weyman-Bruton Snuff Co.), and Mr. Stahl is 
of the firm of Stahl & Hayden (connected with E. J. O'Brien). 

It will be noted that the letter of May 1, 1920, referred to in the 
letter last above, was destroyed by the recipient, who also instructed 
the writer to destroy the original. 

While the evidence submitted is not conclusive, it indicates that 
a very close relationship exists between some of the large manufac- 
turers and dealers. In considering the facts submitted it should be 
noted that the companies involved maintain a dominant position in 
many of the most important types of tobacco grown. (See p. 51.) 
For this reason it is thought the evidence thus far obtained is of more 
weight than would otherwise prevail. 



Chapter IV. 
EVIDENCE AS TO VIOLATIONS OF THE ANTITRUST LAWS. 

Section 1. Introduction. 

The resolution provides that the Commission investigate the facts 
relating to violations of the antitrust acts by corporations or indi- 
viduals with relation to the cause of the decline in the prices of loose- 
leaf tobacco during the years 1919 and 1920, and especially since 
October, 1919. In this connection the Sherman Antitrust Act, passed 
July 2, 1890, and the Clayton Act, passed October 15, 1914, are con- 
sidered. In Chapter III the evidence collected as to the causes of 
the decline in certain types of tobacco last season has been presented. 
The purpose of this chapter is to call attention to the acts by certain 
companies and individuals that contributed to these causes and their 
relation to the existing laws. 

In May, 1911, the Supreme Court decided that the American To- 
bacco Co. and various of its subsidiaries and stockholders constituted 
an illegal monopoly under the Sherman Antitrust Act (221 U. S., 106) . 
The case was then remanded to the circuit court to work out a plan 
of dissolution which should bring about results in harmony with the 
law. In accordance therewith a plan of dissolution was agreed upon 
and a decree entered November 16, 1911 (191 Fed., 371). As a result, 
there were 14 companies organized to take over the property 
and the business of the defendants in this cause and which, in turn, 
became subject to the decree. These companies were as follows : 

American Tobacco Co., 

Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co., 

P. Lorillard Co., 

American Snuff Co., 

Oc'orge W. Helme Co., 

Weyman-Bruton Co., 

K. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co., 

British-American T(>bacco Co. (Ltd.), 

Porto Tti can- American Tobacco Co., 

MacAndrews & Forbes Co., 

,T. S. Young Co., 

The C-onley-Foil Co., 

The Johnston Tin Foil & Metal Co., and 

United Cigar Stores Co. 

Certain of the provisions of the decree also applied to the Im- 
perial Tobacco Co. (Ltd.). 

The defendants were enjoined specifically, among other things, 
from merging the 14 corporations in any shape, manner, or form; 
frf)m entering into any agreements or arrangements regarding the 
control or management of the 14 corporations or the price or 
torins of puiohase or sale of tobacco and its products; from the 
use of joint clerical organizations or offices; from any of the cor- 
porations named retaining or holding stock in any of the other com- 
panies; and from doing business, directly or indirectly, under any 
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other than its own corporate name unless the ownership of the sub- 
sidiary corporation was disclosed. 

It was further provided that for a period of five years the 14 
corporations named were enjoined from having interlocking direc- 
torates; from employing common agents to purchase tobacco leaf 
or to sell tobacco and its products ; and from purchasing the capital 
stock or properties of any other of the 14 corporations. 

The British- American Tobacco Co. (Ltd.) and the Imperial To- 
bacco Co. (Ltd.) were also enjoined from employing a common 
agent for the purchase of leaf tobacco and from acting as agent for 
each other or from imiting with any of the other 14 corporations in 
the employment of a common agent. 

It might also be stated that the individual defendants for a period 
of three years were enjoined from acquiring or holding any stock in 
am'^ of said 14 corporations, except in the British-American 
Tobacco Co. (Ltd.), in excess of the amounts which the decree pro- 
vided unless it was acquired from other defendants or their estates. 

The last provision of the decree provided that the jurisdiction of 
this cause be retained by the court for the purpose oi making such 
other and further orders and decrees, if any, as may become necessary 
for carrying out the mandate of the Supreme Court. In view of this 
fact any evidence contrary to the provisions of the Sherman law ob- 
tained relative to these 14 corporations will be discussed as a viola- 
tion of the decree. 

Section 2. Violations of the spirit of the decree. 

It will be noted above that some of the provisions of the decree 
were to be in force for only five years. One of such provisions was 
that the 14 corporations named, their ofiicers, directors, agents, 
servants, and employees should be enjoined as follows : 

None of said 14 corporations shall retain or employ the same agent or 
agents for the purchase in tlie United States of tobacco leaf or other raw ma- 
terial or for tlie sale in the United States of tobacco or other products as that 
of any other of said corporations. 

This provision, it will be noted, included both the purchase of leaf 
tobacco and the sale of the manufactured product. The court ap- 
parently was of the opinion that at the end of the five-year period 
competition would have been restored so that further restriction 
would not be necessary. During this period the form of contract 
used in the purchase of tobacco by some of the companies was as 
follows : 

We have decided to offer you our order on the * *  market for the 
season 1920-21. with the understanding that we reserve the right to discon- 
tinue this arrangement at any time. We also reserve the right to reject any 
and all tobaccos not purchased strictly in accordance with our instructions, 
and to hold such tobaccos for your account, and subject to your order. 

We assume no responsibility whatever for any tobaccos purchased by you for 
us until the same are delivered and accepted by us. 

The tobaccos must be packed in good condition, so that they will k(^ep for at 
least 10 days, and must be carefully handled and packed in every way and 
delivered by you f. o. b. cars at shipping point. 

We agree to pay you for such tobaccos as are accepted by us the following 
commissions : * *  

In accepting the order It must be with the distinct understanding that under 
no circumstances are you to purchase tobacco for the American Tobacco Co., 
Export Leaf Tobacco Co., P. Lorillard Co., the Imperial Tobacco Co., R. J. 
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Reynolds Tobacco Co., American Snuff Co., George W. Helme Co., Weynian- 
Bruton Co., British-American Tobacco Co. (Ltd.), or Porto Rican- American 
Tobacco Co. 

We hope that our relations will be entirely pleasant and agreeable. 

We shall thank you to acknowledge receipt below, advising that you accept 
the order upon the conditions named and return one copy to us. 

(Reply.) 

I acknowledge receipt of the above and accept the offer therein upon tlie 
conditions outlined. 

This contract is still used by at least one of the large companies, 
although the provision in the decree expired by limitation November, 
1916. It would seem, however, that no attention is paid, at least, at 
the present time, to the terms of the contract relating to purchasing 
for other of the companies named in the decree. During the past 
season the company with which the above contract was had also 
purchased considerable quantities of tobacco for other of the dis- 
integrated companies. 

In Chapter III (see p. 55) it will be noted that in 1918 the 
American Tobacco Co., the Lorillard Co., the Liggett & Myers 
Tobacco Co., the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co., the Wevman-Bruton 
Co., and the Export Leaf Tobacco Co., a subsidiary oi the British- 
American Tobacco Co., all purchased on direct order through the 
Universal Co. or its subsidiaries. In this connection it is believed 
the purchases made from the Universal Co. and its subsidiaries should 
also be noted due to the probability that in many cases these trans- 
actions were, in effect, on order. All of the companies noted above 
and, in addition, the George W. Helme Co. purchased tobacco from 
the Universal Co. in 1918-19. During the 1919 crop year tobacco 
was purchased on direct order for all of those named above with the 
exception of the Weyman-Bruton Co. Purchases were also made 
from the Universal Co. by all of these companies and, in addition, the 
Black Horse Tobacco Co., a subsidiary of the British-American To- 
bacco Co. 

The operations of the subsidiary companies of the Universal Co. 
have been treated as oj^erations of that company. However, the 
actual operations in the purchase of this tobacco were carried on, in 
most cases, in the name of the subsidiary corporation. Instances 
where the disintegrated companies purchased through the same Uni- 
versal subsidiary are as follows : 

In 1918 the Lorillard Co. purchased stemming and burlev types 
through the Chas. T. W. Argue Co. (Inc.) The Reynolds Co. also 
purchased a small quantity of the stemming types from the same 
company. 

During the 1918 season the Lorillard Co. purchased on order a 
large quantity of the Green River type through the W. H. Winstead 
Co. (Inc.), the Export Leaf Tobacco Co. purchasing the same type 
through the same agency. In the same year small quantities of this 
type were sold these two companies and also a small quantity to the 
American Tobacco Co. The American Tobacco Co., the Liggett & 
Myers Co., the R. J. Reynolds Co., the Export Leaf Tobacco Co., and 
the Imperial Tobacco Co. also made purchases of Ohio and Maryland 
tobacco of this crop. In 1919 Green River tobacco was purchased on 
order through this company by the Lorillard Co. and the Export Leaf 
Tobacco Co. The Lorillard Co. also purchased through this agency 
some of the stemming types on order. In addition, this company 
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and the American Tobacco Co. made purchases of Green Eiver types 
from the Winstead Co. 

Of the 1918 crop, the Lorillard Co., Weyman-Bruton Co., American 
Tobacco Co., and Imperial Tobacco Co. purchased burley on order 
through the J. P. Taylor Co. The first three named, together with 
the Re3^nolds Co. and the Export Leaf Tobacco Co., also made pur- 
chases of this type of tobacco from the Taylor Co. Of the bright 
southern types, purchases were also made from this Universal sub- 
sidiary by the American Tobacco Co. and the Export Leaf Tobacco 
Co. During the 1919 season the Lorillard Co., the American Tobacco 
Co., and the Imperial Tobacco Co. purchased burley through this 
agency. In addition purchases were made from the Taylor Co. by 
the Lorillard Co. Of the bright southern types, a large quantity 
was purchased by the American and the Imperial Tobacco Cos. 

During the 1918 season, the American Tobacco Co. purchased from 
the P. H. Gorman Co. (Inc.) burley, Maryland, one-sucker, and Green 
River types of tobacco. During the same year purchases were also 
made from the Gorman concern oy the Reynolds Co. and the Export 
Leaf Tobacco Co. of the Green River type. In 1919 the American 
Tobacco Co. purchased only the burley and Maryland types from the 
Gorman Co. The Export Leaf Tobacco Co. also purchased some 
bright southern during this season. 

During the 1919 season the Lorillard Co. and the Imperial To- 
bacco Co. purchased a small quantity of bright southern tobacco 
from the G. R. Garrett Tobacco Co. 

It should also be noted that some of the disintegrated companies 
purchased a portion of their requirements from the International 
Planters Corporation or its subsidiaries. During the 1919 season 
the following companies, namely, the Liggett & Myers Co., the 
American Tobacco Co., and the Export Leaf Tobacco Co., a sub- 
sidiary of the British-American Tobacco Co., purchased large 
quantities through this company. 

It would appear, therefore, that eight of the companies subject 
to the decree during the past two years have either purchased 
through or from the Universal Co. or its subsidiaries and three 
through the International Planters Corporation. It is submitted, 
that had these transactions occurred prior to November, 1916, they 
would have been considered as violations of the decree. In con- 
sidering this question, it should be remembered that at the time the 
decree Avas entered, there was no organization in existence similar 
to the two named. Particular attention is called to the fact that 
both of the common agents mentioned were formed just about the 
time the limitation as to this practice expired. Also that several 
of the officials of the Universal Co. were formerlv connected with 
some of the larger interests. 

Attention is also called to the fact that during the past season 
certain of the companies made purchases of considerable volume 
through dealers, this fact not being disclosed to the trade. This 
practice, which has been termed "buying under cover," had a de- 
cided effect in depressing prices when used by any of the large 
companies. The effect is the same as results from large concerns 
using subsidiaries in the sale of manufactured product in which 
ownership is not disclosed, namely, the deceit of the trade and 
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public. In both cases the public is not informed as to the exact 
facts and is injured thereby. The latter practice is usually termed 
« the use of bogus independents," and is prohibited by the decree. 

The court in condemning several practices which it deemed unfair, 
used the following language as to the use of bogus independents : 

By any of said 14 corporations doing business directly or indirectly under 
any other than its own corporate name or the name of a subsidiary corpora- 
tion controlled by it; provided, however, that in case of a subsidiary corpora- 
tion, the controlling corporation shall cause the products of such subsidiary 
corporation which are sold in the United States and bear the name of manu- 
facturer, to bear also a statement indicating the fact of such control. 

Although the language of the decree "doing business directly 
or indirectly imder any other than its own corporate name" is 
broad, it was apparently aimed at companies owned by the de- 
fendants in which their ownership was not disclosed and who were 
engaged in selling the manufactured product. It is believed, how- 
ever, that this provision should be modified so as to include the 
purchase of leaf tobacco through agencies not disclosed to the trade 
because the public in selling leaf tobacco is entitled to know with 
whom it is dealing, as well as when it is purchasing the manufac- 
tured product. 

Section 3. Violations of the decree. 

Another provision of the decree prohibiting the use of common 
agencies in the purchase of leaf tobacco was : 

It is further ordered, adjudged, and decreed that British-American Tobacco 
Company, Limited, and the Imperial Tobacco Company (of Great Britain and 
Ireland), Limited, shall not act as agent for each other, nor employ a common 
agent for the purchase of leaf tobacco in the United States, and neither of said 
two companies shall unite with any of the said fourteen corporations among 
which the properties and business now in the combination are to be distributed 
in the employment of a common agent for the purchase of tobacco leaf in the 
United States. 

It will be noted that this provision was not limited as to time. It 
appears that the Imperial Tobacco Co. purchases the bulk of its re- 
quirements in this country through its own organization and that 
the purchases for the British-American Tobacco Co. are made 
through two of its subsidiaries ; namely, the Export Leaf Tobacco Co. 
and Black Horse Tobacco Co. 

The only indication that the companies have acted as agents for 
each other in the purchase of leaf tobacco is disclosed by the follow- 
ing: 

Under date of July 10, 1918, it appears that the Imperial Tobacco 
Co. transferred 4,100,381 pounds of leaf tobacco to the British- Ameri- 
can Tobacco Co. On July 31, 1918, an agreement was made whereby 
the British- American Co. was to replace the same quantity of simi- 
lar grades as near as possible out of their stocks in America. The 
nature of the transaction is disclosed by a letter from an oiRcial of 
the Imperial Tobacco Co. to the British-American Co. dated July 
10, 1918, which states in part as follows : 

As you will understand from the above we are not selling them tobacco but 
are exchanging two lots of tobacco presumably of equal value. We are not 
invoicing the tobacco on this side to them, but will take in substitution for it 
their tobacco in America. 
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This transaction is explained by an official of the Imperial Tobacco 
Co. in that the British Government in 1917 commandeered tobacco 
stocks in England and that the transfer resulted from this action. 
No mention is made of this fact, however, in the agreement. 

It was shown in the preceding section that the Universal Leaf To- 
bacco Co. purchased for and sold to the Imperial Tobacco Co. out 
of the 1918 crop and during the same period purchased for and sold 
to the Export Leaf Tobacco Co., a considerable quantity of tobacco. 
In 1919, the same company purchased various types of tobacco on 
order for the Imperial Co. and also for both the Export Leaf To- 
bacco Co. and the Black Horse Tobacco Co. Sales were also made 
to these companies from their own purchases during this year. This 
would apparently violate this part of the provision of the decree 
prohibiting the two companies from employing a common agent, 
it was further shown that in 1918 six of the disintegrated companies 
either purchased through or from the Universal Co. various kinds of 
tobacco, and in 1919 tnat four of the disintegrated companies pur- 
chased through or from the same agency that was used by the two 
British companies. This fact would indicate that the last clause of 
the provision which prohibits them from uniting with the other com- 
panies named in the decree in the employment of a common agency 
had also been violated. 

Section 4. The Clayton Act. 

In view of the importance of certain companies recently organized 
to deal extensively m leaf tobacco, it is thought that their organiza- 
tion and activities should be considered in connection with section 7 
of the Clayton Act. This act was approved October 10, 1914 (38 
U. S. Stat., 730.) The text of the first two paragraphs is as follows : 

That no corporation engaged in commerce shall acquire, directly or indirectly, 
the whole or any part of the stock or other share capital of another corporation 
engaged also in commerce, where the effect of such acquisition may be to sub- 
stantially lessen competition between the corporation whose stock is so ac- 
quired and the coiT)oration making the acquisition, or to restrain such com- 
merce in any section or community, or tend to create a monopoly of any line of 
commerce. 

No corporation shall acquire, directly or indirectly, the whole or any pari of 
the stock or other share capital of two or more corporations engaged in com- 
merce where the effect of such acquisition, or the use of such stock by the vot- 
ing or granting of proxies or otherwise, may be to substantially lessen compe- 
tition between such corporations, or any of them, whose stock or other share 
capital is so acquired, or to restrain .such commerce in any section or com- 
munity, or tend to create a monopoly of any line of commerce. 

It will be noted that the first paragraph covers the acquisition of 
the stock of a competing corporation by another while the second 
paragraph is directed to companies acquiring stock in two or more 
competing corporations engaged in commerce. It should also be 
noted that the acquisition of the stock in either case is illegal when 
the effect of such acquisition may be (a) to substantially lessen 
competition or (&) to restrain commerce in any section or community 
or ((?) tend to create a monopoly in any line of commerce. 

The Universal Leaf Tobacco Co. (Inc.) was incorporated in 1918. 
The company is primarily a holding company, althoug^h recently it 
has purchased and sold tobacco under its own name. The companies 
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in which it owns stock interest are shown in Table No. 23 (see p. 54). 
In a few cases less than a controlling interest is owned. In others 
the operations of the subsidiary company are limited and relatively 
unimportant. Many of the companies, however, are dealing in van- 
ous kinds of leaf tobacco and are doing a large business. Whether 
the acquisition of the stock of these companies by the Universal Co. 
is in violation of the second paragraph of section 7 of this act may 
well be questioned. 

The International Planters Corporation may also be mentioned in 
this connection. It was organized in 1916, and took over the stock 
of two important companies, which in turn owned stock in several 
smaller companies purchasing leaf tobacco. A list of the companies 
in which stock is owned is shown in Table No. 25 (see p. 56). It 
will be noted that the entire stock of the two main subsidiaries is 
owned, while only 50 per cent of the smaller is owned. In November, 
1920, the stock interest in two of the subsidiaries was sold. From 
the iacts at hand it appears that the organization of this company 
and its acquisition of certain competing corporations may be in 
violation of this section of the act. 

Authority to enforce the section of the act referred to above, with 
the exception of banks and common carriers, is given to the Federal 
Trade Commission by section 11 of that act. 
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